CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
NOVEMBER 30, 2018

S

Holiday in the Park Nov. 30 - Dec. 2

taff members from numerous City departments have
been working throughout the week with volunteers
from League City Proud to get everything ready for
Holiday in the Park, one our City’s most treasured traditions.
This is the 21st anniversary of the three day event at League
Park which includes shopping, food, entertainment, and
not one, but three parades. Our staff members support this
annual tradition in a variety of ways including everything
from directing traffic and blocking streets, to providing
security, trimming trees along the parade route, and
assisting with the set-up of vendor tents.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and the Communications Department
will be out there with a variety of games participants can
play to win some League City swag. Then at 6 p.m. the
Grand Night Parade begins down the historic streets of
League City. Staff members from various departments
have designed and created the City’s entry into this
year’s parade. Council members, their families, and City
employees will be on board and walking along side the
float handing out candy to the crowd.
The festivities kick off Friday,
November 30 at League Park
with Movie Night. In addition to
watching “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas” starting at 7 p.m. on
the lawn, attendees can visit with
Santa starting at 6 p.m. at the
gazebo. The Communications
Department’s #LCLove booth will be serving hot chocolate
and handing out League City ornaments on a first-come,
first-served basis starting at 5 p.m. Be sure to bring your
lawn chairs and blankets.
Vendor booths are open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Saturday,
December 1 with the Children’s Parade starting at 10 a.m.
There will be live entertainment in the plaza from

Before the start of the Grand Night parade, League
City traffic crews, with assistance from the League City
Police Department, will close each end of FM 518 that
encompasses the parade route. Just after 5 p.m. crews will
close lanes at the intersections of FM 518 at SH 3 and at
5-Corners in order to clear out traffic in between these two
signalized intersections. After most of the traffic clears, they
will then close off the cross streets along this route. LCPD
will drive the corridor to ensure all is clear and that there
are no hazards before the start of the parade. Expect traffic
delays throughout League City as drivers seek alternate
routes during the parade.
Holiday in the Park festivities conclude on Sunday
December 1, with the Pet Parade at 1:30 p.m.,
entertainment in the plaza lasting until 4 p.m., and vendor
booths open from noon until 5 p.m.
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Last Drainage Public Meeting Held Nov. 29
Nearly 50 residents attended a public meeting on
Thursday, November 29 at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic
Center to hear the results of an engineering drainage
study in the Greater Bay Colony Area and Dove Meadows
subdivisions. The meeting is the last in a series that have
been held over several months to share with residents
the results of six drainage studies conducted by several
engineering firms hired by the City after Hurricane
Harvey. To watch a video of the meeting, click here. The
PowerPoint presentation is also available on the City’s
website.

City Honored for Financial Reporting
On November 27, League City received the Excellence in
Financial Reporting Award for the 40th consecutive year
from the Government Finance Officers Association of the
United States and Canada (GFOA) for its comprehensive
annual financial report. The achievement is the highest
form of recognition in the area of governmental
accounting and financial reporting and its attainment
represents a significant accomplishment for League City
management and staff.

New Administrator for Public Improvement Districts
MuniCap, Inc. is the new administrator for the City’s
Public Improvement Districts (PID) including Victory
Lakes, CenterPoint, Magnolia Creek, and Park on Clear
Creek. The services provided by MuniCap will involve
administrative support services related to the special
assessments including calculating and allocating the
annual installments, preparation of the annual budget,
determining necessary amendments to the annual
assessment roll, revising the service and assessment plans,
delinquency management, homebuyer disclosure services,
and other PID support services as deemed necessary
by the City. MuniCap has a long history of providing PID

creation and administration services. They have helped
clients successfully execute in excess of 250 public
funding programs which have provided nearly $6 billion
of public investment in development projects. MuniCap
offers a high degree of specialization and their wealth
of knowledge and experience with issues encountered
during administering PIDs will be valuable to the City
as we ensure that our PIDs are managed in compliance
with state laws and collections are not in excess of costs
resulting in refunds. For information regarding your PID
Assessment, please contact MuniCap toll free at 866-6488482 or direct at 972-444-2519.
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Dec. 13 Public Hearing on Landing Boulevard Extension Project
In collaboration with the Texas Department of
Transportation, League City is proposing to extend
Landing Boulevard and the NASA 1 Road Bypass (NASA
1) from FM 518 in League City to I-45 in Webster. On
Thursday, December 13, at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic

Center, a public hearing will be held to present the
planned improvements and to receive public comment on
the proposed project. Displays will be available for viewing
at 5:30 p.m. with the formal hearing starting at 6:30 p.m.
Click here for more information.

Coastal Spine Information Session Dec. 4
In October 2018 , the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
announced that the Coastal Surge Protection Barrier
Project, also known as the Coastal Spine or Ike Dike, was
their preferred choice for protecting the Texas coastline
from future storm surges. The proposed project, also
called the “Tentatively Selected Plan” or “TSP,” includes a
series of structural and non-structural measures designed
to protect the Gulf Coast from hurricane and tropical
storm related surges. On Tuesday, December 4, at 5 p.m.
at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center, the City of League City
is hosting a presentation that will provide an overview of
the proposed project and a brief outline of the process
that it will go through before it can be approved and
funded by Congress. Click here to read more.

Council Considering Possible May 2019 Bond Election
During a work session on November 27, City staff
presented the League City Council and Mayor Pat Hallisey
with a draft list of items for their consideration to include
in a possible bond election in the new year.
Proposed projects included in the presentation addressed
drainage, streets and traffic, expansion of the City library
to include an additional branch, and various public
safety improvements including an indoor gun range
for the police department, a central fire station, and
a new municipal court building. To see a copy of the
presentation, click here.
In the coming weeks and months, City Council and the
Mayor will be discussing the projects in detail as well as
the overall decision of whether or not to place a general
obligation bond and/or a ¼ cent sales tax on the ballot
for League City voters to consider in May 2019. Statutory

requirements mandate that City Council must call for an
election by February 15, 2019.
“We are still exploring what projects and how much,”
said Mayor Hallisey during the work session, stressing
that input from League City taxpayers will be important
in the council’s decision making. “Be talking amongst
yourselves, talk to your neighbors, we want to hear what
kind of input you have.”
Another City Council work session to discuss a possible
bond election is scheduled for Tuesday, December 11, at
5 p.m. in council chambers. A public hearing will be held
at the end of the presentation, so citizens can provide
their comments. Town hall meetings have also been
scheduled for January 10 and February 7 to gather input
from residents. Both meetings are scheduled for 6 p.m. at
the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center.
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Council Position No. 6 Runoff Election Dec. 18
A runoff election is scheduled for December 18 to
fill Council Position 6 being vacated by Keith Gross.
Candidates Chad Tressler and Chris Gross are running for
the position. Early voting will take place December 10-14
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center.
On December 18, polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
at the following locations:
• Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center, 400 West Walker Street
• Hometown Heroes Park, 2105 Dickinson Avenue
• Regal Estates, 500 Enterprise Avenue
• Creekside Intermediate, 4320 W. Main Street

Public Safety Updates
Pictures with Santa December 15

The League City Fire Department is hosting free pictures
with Santa on Saturday, December 15 from 6 – 8 p.m.
at Fire Station No. 4 located at 175 West Bay Area
Boulevard.

Arrest Made in Child Abuse Case

On September 4, 2018, the League City Police
Department initiated an investigation based on
a filed police report alleging child abuse. After a
comprehensive investigation, League City detectives
filed a warrant request.
Charges were accepted, and arrests were made by
League City Detective M. Grant on November 26 and
27. The victim, a four-year-old girl, is the daughter of
Daniel Stone and the step-daughter of Gemma Stone.
Mr. and Mrs. Stone were arrested for one count of
Intentional Injury to a Child, which is a first-degree
felony, with $20,000 bonds respectively.

Paws and Claus Adoption Event Dec. 8 and 9
The League City Animal Shelter will be hosting a
regional a “Paws and Claus Adoption Event” on
December 8 and 9 at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center.
Joining them will be the Galveston Island Humane
Society, Bayou Animal Services, the Pasadena Animal
Shelter, and Houston BARC.

All adoptions will be $25, and the animal will will be
ready to go home that day with shots, microchipping,
and will have already been “fixed”. Santa will be there
for pet photos and Animal Alliance will be providing
low cost vaccinations and FREE microchips to the first
300 pets. There also will be a resale shop with lots of
new and gently used pet supplies.
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Public Safety Updates
Firefighter Recruitment Numbers
at Record High

Recruitment for volunteer firefighters continues, and
this week the Communications Department and Fire
Department collaborated on a video to appeal to the
City’s Latina population. Currently 51 residents have
applied for the February 2019 academy, compared to a
total of 12 applicants at the same time last year.

Civil Service Test Registration Now Open

The next Civil Service Entrance Exam for the League City
Police Department will be administered on February 8,
2019 at 7:00 pm at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center. Click
here to register for the exam. Prior to testing, LCPD will
be hosting a Police Officer Candidate Orientation event
on January 12, 2019 at 9 a.m., at the League City Police
Department, 555 W. Walker, League City. To register for
the orientation, click here.

Combatting Retail Theft and Car Burglaries

The League City Police Department is stepping up
proactive measures to combat retail theft and car
burglaries this holiday season. These measures include
bicycle patrol, deployment of the observation tower, and
utilizing our community impact unit when needed. LCPD
is asking that our citizens also practice proactive crime
prevention by locking your car doors and not leaving
valuables in your vehicle unless absolutely necessary. If you
must leave valuables in your car, lock them in the trunk.
Remember that by taking actions and/or appropriate
protective measures to minimize the likelihood of being
a victim, you make yourself an unattractive target. Please
pass the word.

Station No. 6 “Fire Break”

On November 20, members of the League City
community gathered with the Mayor, Council, and
the League City Fire Department for a “fire break” to
celebrate the beginning of construction on Fire Station
No. 6. The new station, located at 7505 South Shore
Boulevard, will serve the growing population on the
southeast side of the City and is expected to be complete
in December 2019.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
Holiday Décor Around the City

It’s hard not to get in the holiday spirit with all the
decorations and lights around our city. A special thanks
goes to the League City Garden Club for their expertise
and help at League Park and Helen’s Garden and to our
own Park Operations Department staff members who
worked their “magic” even in several days of pouring rain.
Take a look in the video below.

Make Your Own Bird Feeders

Residents are invited to make their own bird feeder on
Saturday, December 8 from 9 to 11 a.m. at the Dr. Ned
and Fay Dudney Nature Center. This free event is open
to all ages. Instruction and educational information will
be provided by Kristine Rivers, founder of Birding for
Fun. The Nature Center is located at 1220 Egret Bay
Blvd. For more information, please contact Katrina
Beecher at 281-554-1180, or by email at Katrina.
beecher@leaguecitytx.gov.

Nature Center Conservation Volunteer
Activity Day

League City, is partnership with the Galveston Bay
Foundation, is hosting a volunteer day at the Dr. Ned
and Fay Dudney Clear Creek Nature Center on Saturday,
December 8, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Volunteers will
conducting cleanup activities throughout the park and will
be removing invasive species from one small area in the
front of the park.
The Galveston Bay Foundation will be providing all tools
and supplies. Registration is required and volunteers
must ages 16 and up. Click here to register. For more
information, call John Orsag at 281-554-1156, or email
him at john.orsag@leaguecitytx.gov.

Grant Awarded to Helen Hall Library

The Helen Hall Library has received the “Grants to
States Program” Award from the Texas State Library and
Archives Commission’s Institute of Museum and Library
Services. This award will be applied to costs associated
with interlibrary loan activities incurred during the state
fiscal year 2018 (September 1, 2017 to August 31, 2018).
The amount of the award is based on the number of
books that are loaned out by the specific library. Because
it has loaned out more than 1,500 books in the past year,
Helen Hall Library will receive a reimbursement award
of $14,320.92. These funds help support our patrons’
accessibility to books the library might not own, or that
may be unavailable through current book and materials
vendors. Interlibrary loan is an invaluable tool that allows
libraries to widen the availability of materials to their
patrons and helps state libraries work together to achieve
this goal. Our participation in this program gives Helen
Hall Library’s patrons access to every book in every library
in Texas (some exclusions apply).

Library Open House and Tree Lighting

On Thursday, November 29,
the Parks and Cultural Services
Department hosted Helen Hall
Library’s annual Holiday Open
House followed by the City’s
Tree Lighting ceremony at 6:30
p.m. Council members, the
Mayor, City staff, and residents
joined in the festivities which included cookies, hot
cider, and special visit from Santa. A special thanks to
Park Operations staff members who spent an entire day
pruning, lighting, and decorating the tree to get it ready
for its holiday debut.
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Public Works Updates
David Tickell promoted to Public Works
Manager

On November 26,
David Tickell assumed
the role of Public Works
Manager over Streets,
Storm, and Traffic
Operations. Tickell
has been employed
with the City for eight
years, serving as Traffic
Superintendent for the
past four years. Prior to
his employment at the
City, he worked 11 years
at the Harris County Engineering Department Traffic and
Transportation Group, based at Houston Transtar. During
his time there, Tickell acquired an extensive background
and knowledge of traffic signalization and associated
traffic management.

Wastewater

The Wastewater Department has completed wrapping
pipes to prepare for any freezing temperatures that may
occur in the next few months. Frigid winter weather can
cause pipes to freeze and possibly burst, which can be
very costly and damaging to wastewater facilities. Taking
preventative measures before winter sets in can reduce
and eliminate the risk of frozen pipes and other coldweather threats.

Line Repair

This week, City line repair crews responded to a water
leak at a fire hydrant in The Fairways Apartments. Upon
excavation, the leak was found to be have been caused by
a separation of the pipe connection to the isolation valve
of the fire hydrant. Crews replaced the separated line and
anchored the new line to the valve to prevent future leaks
at the connection.
In addition, while investigating a sanitary sewer blockage
at a residence on Magnolia Way, line repair crews
discovered a piece of lumber lodged in the service line
connecting to the City’s main line. The crew excavated
down to the fitting, removed the lumber, and reconnected
the service line to the main.
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Public Works Updates
Water Production

This week, the Water Production Department cleaned
the Countryside Well Station ground storage tank utilizing
high-pressure washers and brushes. Proactive, preventive
maintenance on these tanks prevents excess buildup
of sand, biofilm, and other sediments. If not properly
maintained, water quality nuisances such as disinfectant
deterioration, taste, and odor issues can occur.
After the tank was cleaned, staff disinfected it with
chlorine as recommended by the American Water Works
Association (AWWA). Once disinfected, a sample was sent
to the lab for bacteriological analysis. When a successful
sample result is achieved, the tank will be placed back
into service and operation. Regular cleanings protect the
interior coating system and structural integrity, which will
help prolong the service life of the ground storage tank.

Drainage Activity

Stormwater crews recently completed mowing activities
along Genco canal from Davis Road to the FM 2094
bridge near Glen Cove. This effort addressed 5,000
plus feet of ditch mowing and typically takes seven to
ten working days to complete due to the large slope
dimensions. Crews continue the cleaning and regrading
of the Candlewood ditch in the area of Rustic Oaks.
Completion is expected the first week of December.

CIP Updates
St. Christopher Avenue Reconstruction (CIP# RE1702):
Beginning the week of December 3, the contractor
will be closing the Abilene Street and St. Christopher
intersection in order to efficiently prepare the intersection
for concrete which will reduce construction time. Local
traffic will need to enter and exit via FM 518 or Louisiana
Avenue. This work is expected to take approximately two

weeks, depending on weather. This project involves the
reconstruction of St. Christopher Avenue to a concrete
curb and gutter roadway, approximately 2,200 linear
feet in length and 28 feet wide, and includes a six-foot
sidewalk for the length of the street. It also includes 2,770
linear feet of new water lines and improvements including
the regrading of the ditch along Abilene Street.
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CIP Updates
Calder Road Reconstruction (CIP# ST1002):
The contractor continues to prepare the east side of
Calder Road, from Big League Dreams Parkway to Glory
Paintball, for concrete paving. Two weeks ago, they lime
stabilized the subgrade. After allowing it to cure, they are
remixing and grading the subgrade this week.
Once that is complete, they will begin installing rebar.
They are currently planning on installing concrete
pavement next week. The method the contractor will be
using is slipform paving, which will temporarily block off
the roadway.
To minimize disruption to traffic, this will occur overnight.
On the evenings of Tuesday, December 4 through
Thursday, December 6, the contractor will begin
construction at 7 pm and complete at 7 am. During the
night construction, drivers can expect extended wait
times of 20-30 minutes during concrete delivery. It is
advised to avoid this area on these days. Local traffic and
emergency vehicles will be accommodated during night
construction.
Hometown Heroes Park – Eastside Dog Park
(CIP# PK1906): Design of the Hometown Heroes Park
Dog Park, a 2019 CIP project, has been added to the TBG
contract for $22,500. A wooded section of the park that
is east of the currently developed main park acreage is
the planned location for the Dog Park. The 5K Loop Trail
is shown on the latest schematic plan running adjacent to
the Dog Park on 2 sides but outside of the planned fence
for the Dog Park.
vd
y Bl
ret Ba
h Eg
Sout

League City Pkwy
1 Mile

2 Miles
8’ trail

8’ trail

*

1 Mile
ail
8’ tr

Training Hill
8’

il
tra

il
tra
6’
d
ad

Future dog park

il
tra

on

n
so
kin
Dic

Assembly area
for events

*

3/4 Mile

8’ trail

8’

*

Refreshment Area

10’ trail at crossings

e
Av

8’

.1 Mile

*

rk
Pa

il
tra

ry
da
un
Bo

**

Future 10’ adjacent sidewalk connection
Trailhead/ connection to overall trail system
Refreshment area/ Jogger plaza
Existing land bridge across swales
Proposed land bridge across swales
Pavilion, race start point and awards area

HOMETOWN
HEROES PARK
Proposed 5K Trail

Conceptual Trail Route

League City, Texas
08/27/18

TBG
3050 Post Oak Blvd.
Suite 1100
Houston, Texas 77056
[713] 439 0027
tbgpartners.com
The information shown is based on the best information
available and is subject to change without notice.

0

50’

100’

200’

Hometown Heroes Park 5K Trail (CIP# PK1803): The
5K Trail project at Hometown Heroes Park consists of two
major components: trail design and a grant application.
The design of the trail and amenities is being carried
out by TBG Partners, Landscape Architects. The City of
League City Project Management Department is handling
the grant application preparation and submission to
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department for their Texas
Recreational Trails Grant fund. If the grant is received, it
will add $200,000 to the budget for additional amenities.
Currently, letters of support for the trails grant application
are being requested from area running clubs and from
other users. The grant application is required by February
1, 2019, but City staff plans to submit it earlier.
Landscape architects at TBG Partners have begun
the Design Development phase of the project. This is
expected to run through the remainder of the year. This
phase consists of determining design details, materials,
and other components such as tree species, bench and
sign designs, lighting standards, and width of concrete
borders. Construction documents will follow in 2019 so
that when the grant is received and a contract with TPWD
is executed, the City can begin construction as soon as
possible.Feedback has been received from members
of area running clubs on the type of surfacing that is
preferred for the trail and decomposed granite is the
frontrunner. It is expected that TBG will recommend a
decomposed granite (DG) surface. To better maintain the
DG, it will be bordered by concrete curbs level with the
turf on each side. The trimming of grass next to the trail
will be handled more easily with the concrete curb.
Bayridge Park Revitalization (CIP# PD1902): The
Bayridge Park grant application submitted to TPWD on
October 1, 2018 utilized $500,000 of the 5K Loop Trail
project’s funding to become a match for the Bayridge
project. As planned, $500,000 of City’s 4B Corporation
funds will go into the 5K trail in Hometown Heroes Park.
At the same time, $200,000 of the $500,000 match from
TPWD will add additional amenities or trail surface to the
5K trail. The remaining $300,000 will develop recreational
improvements to Bayridge Park, including a picnic
pavilion, trail, basketball court resurfacing, native shade
trees, a playground, and ballfield fence improvements.
An additional $100,000 from Park Dedication Funds,
will cover design fees and design-related items. Any
remaining funds will be used for amenities in the park.
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Communications Updates

If you've ever gotten a speeding ticket in League City,
you’ve most likely visited the City’s Municipal Court
building. The clerks and staff of the League City Municipal
Court handle everything from traffic and parking
violations to Class “C” misdemeanors and violations of
City ordinances. Learn more in this edition of Your City at
Work.

Heart of League City

Looking for a unique main course to serve at you holiday
dinner? Then head over to Stone Cold Meats, a local
butcher shop that truly represent the Heart of League
City. Ami and Sean Stone’s shop offers a wide selection
of locally sourced products from Texas farms, all of which
are antibiotic and hormone free. Know of a local business
that should be profiled in our Heart of League City video
series? Email communications@leaguecitytx.gov.

Meet Officer Aaron McGaughey

Don’t be surprised if you run across a picture of League
City Police Officer Aaron McGaughey featured on a
national hunting magazine. When he’s not out and
about promoting safety on the road, he’s guiding
people from all over the world on hunting trips.

Click to read more
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Communications Updates
Adventures of a League City Local

Starting this month, local resident and national travel
writer Ashley Donde will be writing a monthly blog for
the City called, “Adventures of a League City Local”.
The blog will be posted on the City’s main website,
the Convention and Visitor’s Bureau website, and on
the City’s social media channels. You can check out her
first blog on the holiday magic and traditions that give
League City its small town charm here.

Toy Drive
This year, the League City Fire Marshal’s Office, in conjunction with the Greater Houston
Area Fire Marshal’s Council, is hosting a toy drive for Shriners Hospital for
Children-Galveston, a pediatric burn center.
To help make a child’s Christmas that much merrier, we are asking for new unwrapped
toys suitable for children of all ages or gift cards. You may drop off toys at the League City
Fire Marshal’s Office/Fire Administration or we can pick them up from your local office.
To arrange for local toy pickup or for more information, please contact Tommy Cones at
Tommy.Cones@leaguecitytx.gov and 281-554-1291, or Valerie Salazar at
Valerie.Salazar@leaguecitytx.gov and 281-554-1290.

Deadline for drop off or pick up is December 7.

Drop off:

Upcoming Events
Dec. 4: Coastal Surge Barrier Info Session
Dec. 8: Hometown Heroes Breakfast with Santa
Polar Bear Plunge For Polio
57th annual Christmas Bay Area Boat Parade
Dec. 11: Council Meeting
Dec. 13: Landing Blvd. Extension Public Hearing
Dec. 15: Photos with Santa at Fire Station No. 4
Dec. 18: Runoff Election for Council Position No. 6

Fire Marshal’s Office or
Fire Administration
(west side of the building)
555 West Walker Street
League City, TX 77573

Breakfast with Santa 2018
A Whoville Holiday Bash

Join us for a yummy pancake breakfast with all the fixings.
We will have games, activities, and giveaways.
Plus you will get to take free photos with Santa.

Saturday, Dec. 8

8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Get this week's LC Lowdown

Hometown Heroes Park

1001 E. League City Pkwy.

Cost: Resident $10
Non-Resident $15

*Registration will be capped at
100 guests. Please pre-register
at Hometown Heroes Park for a
guaranteed spot.*

Registration Begins:
Resident Nov. 7;
Non-Resident Nov. 21

