CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
DECEMBER 14, 2018

Citizen Survey Regarding Proposed Bond Election

L

eague City is considering placing general obligation
bond initiatives and a 1/4 cent sales tax referendum
on the ballot for League City voters to consider in
May 2019. All residents are encouraged to take the short
survey below to share their feedback on projects being
considered for inclusion on the ballot. The survey will close
at midnight on December 21, 2018.

Click here to
take the survey

League City staff made a presentation to Council during
the Tuesday, December 11 meeting on possible projects
and amounts to be included in a May 2019 bond election.
Click here to see the presentation. In the coming weeks
and months, City Council will be discussing the projects in
detail as well as the overall decision of whether or not to
place a general obligation bond and/or a 1/4 cent sales
tax on the ballot for League City voters to consider. Town
Hall meetings with residents have been scheduled for
January 10 and February 7 at 6 p.m. at the Civic Center.
Statutory requirements mandate that City Council must
call for the election by February 15, 2019 in order to hold
the election in May.

Court Administrator Named Clerk of the Year
League City Municipal Court
Administrator Shirley Murphy
has been named the Clerk of
the Year by the Texas Courts
Clerks Association Gulf Coast
Chapter. Murphy received
the honor at the region’s
annual luncheon on Monday,
December 10. To learn
more about Shirley and the League City's Municipal Court
Department, watch the video.

Runoff Election December 18
Early voting ends today, December
14, at 7 p.m. at the Civic Center for
the League City Council Position
6 race between Chad Tressler and
Chris Gross. League City registered
voters in Galveston and Harris
counties who have not cast their

vote can do so on Tuesday, December 18, from 7 a.m. to
7 p.m. at the locations listed below. Click here for a map of
locations.
• Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center, 400 W. Walker St.
• Hometown Heroes Park, 2105 Dickinson Avenue
• Regal Estates, 500 Enterprise Avenue
• Creekside Intermediate, 4320 W. Main Street
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Police Seeking Help in Calder Road Cold Cases
The League City Police Department has taken advantage
of a a breakthrough in forensic DNA analysis to create
new renderings of two unidentified women found
decades ago in the "Texas Killing Fields" near Calder
Road. For almost 30 years, they have been known as
Jane and Janet Doe. One set of remains was found on
February 2, 1986, and the other on September 8, 1991.
Both were discovered on Calder Road near I-45. The new
renderings are based on Snapshot DNA Phenotyping and
are giving detectives insight into a victim's features as well
as genealogy.

Snapshot Prediction Results
Case #86-0216
Contact:

Phenotype Report

Body Mass:

Eye Color

Body Mass:

Hair Color
Freckles

NOT: Brown / Dark Brown
(99.3% confidence)

Fair / Very Fair (80.2% conﬁdence)
NOT: Brown / Black

11.8

(99.2% confidence)

Blue / Green (86.5% conﬁdence)
NOT: Black

16.0

(97.9% confidence)

Blond / Brown (97.9% conﬁdence)
NOT: Many

30.3

Female ♀
Unknown

Sex:
Age:

Unknown

(95.8% confidence)

Zero / Few (86.0% conﬁdence)

https://Parabon-NanoLabs.com/Snapshot

(Shown at age 25)

Unknown

(Shown at BMI 22, Normal)

Ancestry: Northern European
Likely Family Origin: Tennessee

7.7

Lt. Michael Buﬃngton
League City Police Dept.
(281) 338-8220

Female ♀
Unknown

(Shown at age 25)

(Shown at BMI 22, Normal)

Skin Color

Case #91-2200
Contact:

Lt. Michael Buﬃngton
League City Police Dept.
(281) 338-8220

Sex:
Age:

© 2018 Parabon NanoLabs, Inc. All rights reserved.

The 1986 victim likely has ties to Tennessee. She was
about 22-30 years old, 5'5" to 5'8" in height, and she may
have died six weeks to six months before the remains
were found. She also may have had fair to very fair skin,
blue or green eyes, blond/brown hair, and no or few
freckles. The 1991 victim has ties to Louisiana. Analysis
shows she was 24-34 years old, 5' to 5'3" in height, and
weighed 100-130 pounds. It is believed she died six
weeks before being found. She also appeared to have
injuries to her upper spine that may have led to her death.
League City police investigators have released new

Snapshot Prediction Results

Phenotype Report

Ancestry: Western European
Likely Family Origin: Louisiana

Skin Color
Eye Color
Hair Color
Freckles

NOT: Brown / Dark Brown

10.9

(97.8% confidence)

Fair / Light Brown (74.2% conﬁdence)
68.4

NOT: Blue / Black

(96.9% confidence)

Hazel / Green (86.2% conﬁdence)
NOT: Red / Black

28.7

(92.1% confidence)

Brown / Blond (92.1% conﬁdence)
40.0

Zero / Few (70.2% conﬁdence)

© 2018 Parabon NanoLabs, Inc. All rights reserved.

https://Parabon-NanoLabs.com/Snapshot

rendering to the public and press in hopes that it will
help in identifying the two female victims. Anyone with
information that may help the investigation is asked to
call Lt. Michael Buffington at 281-338-8220. Additionally,
the department asks that anyone who originates from the
specific geographic areas listed in connection with the
unidentified women check with relatives and ask if any
females matching the description went missing around
1986 or 1991 or inexplicably have not been in contact
since that time.

Final Victory in CenterPoint Challenge to City Ordinance
Last month, a Texas district court ruled in favor of
League City and against CenterPoint in its three-year
challenge of the City’s “underground ordinance”
which requires developers and landowners
request that electric distribution lines be installed
underground. League City previously prevailed at the

Public Utility Commission (PUC) level, but CenterPoint
had appealed that ruling by filing suit in the Travis
County district court. The City has received word from
its outside counsel that CenterPoint has decided to
not file an appeal of the district’s court decision, and
that the appeal deadline has now passed.

Wreaths Across America Remembrance Ceremony
On Saturday, December 15, Wreaths Across America will
be at Fairview Cemetery, 801 N. Kansas Ave. in League
City to remember and honor our veterans through the
laying of remembrance wreaths on the graves of our
country's fallen heroes and the act of saying the name
of each and every veteran aloud. Wreath sponsors
and volunteers are still needed. Click here for more
information.
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Employees Honored for SERVICE
League City employees were given the opportunity this
year to nominate a co-worker or an entire department for
outstanding service to the citizens of League City based
on the seven organizational values for the City
— Sustainability, Excellence, Respect, Value-driven,
Integrity, Customer-focused, and Engaged. The 2018
League City SERVICE award nominees were announced
and recognized by City Manager John Baumgartner and
featured in a short video at the December 13 employee
holiday luncheon. The nominees included:
• Rusty Bolen - Parks Superintendent
• Ashley Killion - Custodial Service Supervisor
• David Newman - Code Compliance Officer
• James Brumm - Senior Human Resource Analyst
• Park Operations Department

Ashley Killion, recipient of
2018 League City SERVICE award.
Also announced at the Employee Holiday luncheon was
the recipient of the 2018 League City Impact Award.
Human Resources was selected to receive the award
which honors an individual or department that has
displayed innovation and demonstrated the ability to think
outside the box, resulting in an impact that is felt across
the City. City Manager John Baumgartner also awarded
the Communications Department with the 2018 City
Manager’s Award.

Human Resources Department

Communications Department
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Landing Boulevard Extension Public Hearing
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Several displays were available for viewing and members of the public
provided feedback and asked questions regarding the proposed
project, which would extend Landing Boulevard and NASA Road 1 to
intersect at a roundabout as a four-lane roadway.
The roadway would be divided by a raised median varying from 4 to
16 feet in width and would include two 12-foot travel lanes in each
direction, a 5-foot sidewalk constructed on one side of the roadway,
and a 10-foot shared-use path on one side. In addition, a 2,800-foot
long bridge over Clear Creek and Newport Ditch (a tributary of Clear
Creek), and a 100-foot long bridge over a narrow drainage channel
are proposed. The total project length is 1.7 miles.
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On Thursday, December 13, League City staff and council members,
along with residents, attended a public hearing held by the Texas
Department of Transportation (TxDOT) regarding a proposal to
extend Landing Boulevard and the NASA Road 1 Bypass from FM
518 in League City to I-45 in Webster.
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Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community

CIP Updates
3rd Street Ground Storage Tank Rehab
(CIP# WT1802A): This project is part of necessary
maintenance work on the City’s water facilities. Notice to
proceed for construction was issued to the contractor this
week to begin rehab work on the storage tank. They will
be ordering materials and performing some minor work
to the tank prior to the holidays. After the first of the year,
they will begin with the heavy cleaning of the inside and
outside of the tank so that it can be recoated. Work is
projected to take less than 90 days.
Calder Road Reconstruction (CIP# ST1002):
Following the concrete pavement installation last week,
the contractor is installing the sections in the pavement
that were skipped to provide access to the properties.
They are continuing to install the concrete ditch lining and
concrete driveway aprons. The project is still on schedule
to have two-way traffic restored in mid-February 2019.
This project will convert Calder Road from an open ditch
rural roadway to a concrete-curb and gutter enclosed
storm sewer roadway. This roadway travels from I-45
State maintenance at Calder Road and Turner Street
approximately 5,600 feet south to Ervin Street. The new
pavement section will be to a two-lane concrete roadway
with a continuous bi-directional left-turn lane.

St Christopher Avenue Reconstruction (CIP# RE1702):
This week, the Abilene and St Christopher intersection
remained closed and has been since December 3, so the
contractor can more efficiently prepare the intersection for
concrete in order to reduce construction time. Local traffic
is currently entering and exiting via FM 518 or Louisiana
Avenue. This project is expected to be substantially
complete in December with some final cleanup, and small
work items, to complete in January.
This project is part of the Street Reconstruction Project
of the City’s Reinvestment Program. This project
involves the reconstruction of St. Christopher Avenue
to a concrete curb and gutter roadway, approximately
2,200 linear feet in length, 28 feet wide, and includes
a 6-foot sidewalk for the length of the street. Also
included is 2,770 linear feet of new water lines and
improvements, including the regrading of the ditch
along Abilene Street.
Milestone Updates:
• Construction bids awarded by Council on Dec. 11, 2018
• Animal Care and Adoption Center
• Westover Park Lift Station and Force Main
• Newport waterline and sidewalk
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Public Safety Updates
LCPD Academy Graduates and Sgt. Promotion #LCVDFurryFridays
The League City Police
Department welcomed
three new academy
graduates on Monday,
December 10. Ceremonies
were held at Alvin
Community College where
the cadets attended the
four-month academy.
Jena Saucier, Chandler
Montgomery, and Justin
Lovell will now begin
the field training phase of their practical education. In
addition, this week, LCPD Officer Stephen Massey was
promoted to the rank of Sergeant. Massey is a nine year
veteran of the League City Police Department. Prior to
becoming a police officer, Sergeant Massey served in the
United States Army.

Over the past few months, the League City Fire
Department has teamed up with the Animal Shelter for
#LCVFDFurryFridays on the department’s social media
channels. The posts feature a League City firefighter with
a pet that is available for adoption at the shelter.

Blue Santa Program

League City’s annual Blue
Santa event is this Sunday,
December 16. Thanks to the
generous donations of residents,
businesses, and City employees,
113 needy children, identified
by Clear Creek ISD, will be
shopping for a holiday gift with
a League City police officer or
firefighter. In addition, our first
responders are decorating a
tree at the Civic Center for breakfast and pictures with
Santa before the shopping trip to Target. League City
employees and citizens have donated ornaments for the
children to pick off the tree and keep.

Pictures with Santa

If you haven’t yet had your child’s picture taken with
Santa, don’t worry, you still have time. Bring your phone
or camera out on Saturday, December 15, from 6- 8
p.m. at Fire Station No. 4 located at 175 West Bay
Area Boulevard. Enjoy some cookies, holiday music,
and take a picture with Santa or in front of the life-sized
gingerbread house from the City’s Holiday in the Park
parade float entry.
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Public Safety Updates
Busy Night for Firefighters

The League City Volunteer
Fire Department this
week responded to three
separate structure fires in
less than 12 hours. The first
was Monday, December
10 at 7:21 p.m. on Abbey
Lane, and was caused
by an out-of-control gas
grill. The second fire call
was one minute later on
Elmore Drive. Firefighters
had to go through the roof of the home to get at the fire
in the attic. Then at 5:20 a.m. the next morning, another
residence was reported to be on fire at Bent Tree Trail in
the South Shore neighborhood. Firefighters were able to
extinguish that fire just before it reached the attic space of
that home.

Shriners Hospital Toy Donation

On Tuesday, December 11, League City Fire Marshal
Tommy Cones joined dozens of area fire marshals,
investigators, firefighters, and scouts to present trucks and
trailers full of toys to the children at Shriners Hospital in
Galveston. The group also presented a $5,000 check to
the hospital.

Christmas Morning Pet Deliveries from Santa

The League City Animal Shelter will be offering free
deliveries to League City residents on Christmas morning
of any pet adopted from now through December 22.
Santa himself and all his elves will be surprising some lucky
children with a new furry friend.

Library Town Hall Meeting
More than 20 people attended the Helen Hall Library’s
Town Hall meeting on Thursday, December 13. During
the meeting, an overview of the current state of the
library’s programs, services, and facilities was presented
by City librarians. Afterwards, attendees could ask
questions and provide their feedback. Input received at
the meeting will inform the library’s strategic plan as well
as the City’s library facilities needs assessment.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
Community in Focus Art Exhibit

Launched in October
2017, the Community
in Focus monthly art
exhibit at the Helen
Hall Library showcases
the work of local artists
and photographers.
For December, the
artist on display is
Stephanie Flier, who
is employee of the
library in the Technical
Services Department.
Come see her work
which features relief
prints and mixed
media, with a special interest in nature and the world
around us.

Park Operations

Staff this week anchored all
benches and tables at the Bark
Park at Countryside because
users have been moving them
around the park. Ten benches
and three tables were anchored
by ground auger and cable
to discourage movement,
but still allow for removal by
staff in a weather event or for
maintenance purposes.
Staff also performed annual
growing season maintenance
at the community gardens
used by seniors and students in
the recreational programming
at Hometown Heroes Parks.
The team removed dead and
overgrown material to make
way for bed prep and plantings
in the spring.
Sportsplex staff continue with athletic field rehabilitation
projects and have elevated low areas on the Pony
Baseball field, which will be followed by sod and
over-seeding of winter rye grass. They are working
cooperatively and sharing project costs with the
organization that contractually utilizes the field annually.

Make Your Own Bird Feeders

Last week’s “Make Your Own Bird Feeder” event that
was canceled because of weather is scheduled for this
Saturday, December 15 at 9 a.m. at the Dr. Ned and Fay
Dudney Clear Creek Nature Center.
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Public Works Updates
Pump Repair at Dallas Salmon Plant

The Wastewater
Department is working
with contractors to
perform work to the
Dallas Salmon Relift
Pump #4. This pump
repair was budgeted
for Fiscal Year 2019 and
consists of removing a
vertical Patterson pump,
making repairs, and
then reinstalling. The
only way to remove the
pump and make repairs is through the use of a crane,
which must be coordinated efficiently so there are no
interruptions to wastewater treatment. The overall
project takes approximately six weeks to complete
from beginning to end.

Traffic Signal Checkups

Traffic crews have been performing their annual checkup
and testing of the Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS)
units for all City traffic signals to ensure all are performing
as expected. When there is a power outage, the UPS units
will continue to operate the traffic signals for up to four
hours depending on the equipment used in the cabinet.
When the batteries get low, the traffic signals will change
to an all red flashing mode and run for another two hours
or more until the batteries run out.
Most power outages are of a short duration and instead
of drivers trying to navigate through a dark traffic signal,
League City traffic personnel are sent an automatically
generated email from any networked traffic signal
informing them when the power went out and when
the power returns. If the power stays out too long, a
technician is sent out to check. The power company is
then contacted if needed. With less downtime of the
traffic signals, these UPS devices have greatly increased
the dependability of the traffic control equipment and
general safety to the traveling public.

Stormwater Maintenance Activity

Stormwater crews began reestablishing grade on the
drainage swale that boarders the west side of Oaks of
Clear Creek and runs north/south along the powerline
right of way. This maintenance activity will improve
overland sheet flow in the area of the right-of-way
and ultimately assist in routing this flow to the nearby
Interurban Ditch. Crews also performed similar swale
maintenance on the St Charles Street back lot swale that
runs from Walker Street to the Power Street diversion
ditch.

Sewer Repair on Silverleaf Drive

Residents at 6127 and 6129 Silverleaf Drive contacted the
City after experiencing sewer issues. Upon investigation,
it was found that the shared six inch service line had
grade issues that were causing solids to settle out and
create service issues to residents. City Line Repair crews
reinstalled the service line across the street at the proper
grade and reconnected it to the main sewer line.
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Communications Updates
Best Holiday Light Display

Communications has been asking residents to nominate
which neighborhood or subdivision has the best holiday
lights on display in League City. The four top nominees as
selected on Facebook and Twitter were Sedona, Magnolia
Creek, Hidden Lakes and Westover Park. Two finalists,
Magnolia Creek and Sedona, are now in vote-off on social
media to see who will be crowned the winner.

Upcoming Events
Dec. 15:
• Photos with Santa at Fire Station No. 4
• Wreaths Across America Remembrance Ceremony
• Make Your Own Bird Feeder
Dec. 18:
• Runoff Election for Council Position No. 6
Dec. 21:
• Last Day to Take Citizen Survey on Proposed 2019 Bond

25 Days of Elfie Selfies

“The 25 Days of Elfie Selfies” social media campaign
continued this week. The campaign gives residents a
behind-the-scenes look at what City staff members do
each day. This week, Elfie visited the Helen Hall Library,
Public Works, and Utility Billing.

Get this week's LC Lowdown

