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Sinkhole and Sewer Line Repair

eague City crews, along with a contractor, are working
to repair a large sinkhole and sewer line break that
occurred on Wednesday, January 2, on Butler Road
between the southbound I-45 feeder road and League City
Parkway. The sinkhole is approximately 10 feet long by 6
feet wide and 10 feet deep and is located just outside the
Butler Road Lift Station (1220 Butler Road) just south of
Mustang Cat equipment rental.
The sinkhole was reported by a citizen and upon
inspection, City staff quickly determined it was caused by
the failure of a large diameter gravity sewer near the lift

station, which serves a large percentage of League City’s
wastewater collection and treatment service area. The City’s
Wastewater, Line Repair, and Traffic Departments promptly
responded to stabilize and secure the area Wednesday and
crews monitored the sinkhole overnight to ensure service
was maintained until a repair contractor could be contacted
and mobilized into action.
Around 11 a.m. Thursday, January 3, a 300-foot stretch
of both the northbound and southbound lanes of Butler
Road were closed to allow repair work to begin. Texas
New Mexico Power and the emergency repair contractor
worked throughout the day on Thursday to relocate power
and mobilize the necessary heavy equipment for the repair,
which began Friday, January 4. The repair will take seven to
ten working days, weather permitting. During this time, a
portion of Butler Road, near the repair site, will be closed
to through traffic. Two way, dead-end traffic will be allowed
both north and south of the designated work area, in an
effort to accommodate local businesses. Depending on
what side of the closure the business is on, drivers will need
to access the business from either I-45 or from League City
Parkway. Large trucks will not have room to turn around
and should avoid this route until the roadway is opened
back up.

Christmas Tree Recycling
AmeriWaste began curbside pickup of
Christmas trees on Thursday, January
3. Residents who want to recycle their
Christmas tree can leave it at the curb on
their scheduled "heavy trash day”, which
is the second pickup day of the week.
Christmas trees can also be dropped off
at 1535 Dickinson Avenue. Please place
in the designated bins and make sure all
ornaments and lights are removed.
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Butler Longhorn Museum Grand Re-opening This Saturday
After being closed for over a year due to damage
sustained during Hurricane Harvey, the Butler Longhorn
Museum is hosting a grand re-opening celebration this
Saturday, January 5 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is
free, but donations will be accepted. The museum softopened in November 2018 and response to its “new
look” has been overwhelming. In addition to repairs, the
museum has a bright, new color palette, more historic
photos captured from the early days of League City, and
new exhibits and displays featuring the Butler family and
their involvement in saving the longhorn from extinction.

Town Hall Meeting January 10
All League City residents and business owners are invited
to attend a Town Hall meeting on Thursday, January 10 at
6 p.m. at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center located at 400
West Walker Street. The meeting will outline proposed
projects, costs, and a timeline for a possible May 2019
bond election and/or a 1/4 cent sales tax referendum
to fund capital improvement projects and infrastructure
upgrades within the City. A second town hall meeting is
scheduled for February 7. Statutory requirements mandate
that the League City Council must call for an election by
February 15 if they want to put either item on the ballot in
May.
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Results of Citizen Survey
From December 10-21, all League City residents were encouraged to take a seven question survey regarding proposed
projects to be included in a possible general obligation bond and a ¼ cent sales tax referendum. The survey was taken
2,023 times and the results are as follows:
1. Would you support the City issuing $121 million of
general obligation bond debt for neighborhood drainage
and flood mitigation projects in League City? (projects
do not include a regional solution for Clear Creek or
Dickinson Bayou)

Yes 63.26%
No 36.74%
2. Would you support the City issuing $88.5 million of
general obligation bond debt for roadway and traffic
mobility projects in League City?

Yes 64.41%
No 35.59%
3. Would you support the City issuing $24.5 million of
general obligation bond debt to build an additional library
branch in League City?

Yes 24.11%
No

75.89%

4. Would you support the City issuing $2.9 million of
general obligation bond debt to build an indoor gun
range and training facility for the League City Police
Department?

Yes 39.51%
No

60.49%

5. Would you support the City issuing $5 million of
general obligation bond debt to build a new League City
Municipal Court Building?

Yes 23.38%
No 76.62%
6. Would you support the City issuing $13 million of
general obligation bond debt to build a Central Fire
Station that would house the League City’s Fire, Fire
Marshal’s, and EMS Departments?

Yes 50.80%
No 49.20%
7. Would you support an additional 1/4 cent sales tax
to help fund roadway, traffic mobility, and drainage
infrastructure improvements for League City?

Yes 64.07%
No 35.93%
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New Utility Billing Software Launching January 21
In 2019, League City is switching to a new software
system to process the City’s utility bills. The new billing
software, which will go into effect January 21, is replacing
an outdated and inefficient system. In addition to being
easier to read and more user-friendly, monthly bills and
delinquent notices will now be letter-sized and come
in a sealed envelope as opposed to being printed on a
postcard. Included with every bill will also be an insert that
includes timely and important information regarding City
services and resources available to League City residents.
Customer who receive e-bills will continue to do under
new software. Bank draft auto payments will also convert
to the new system, unless the customer inputted their
bank draft online.
In the new system, ALL current customers will receive a
NEW account number. This new account number will be
provided to customers when they receive their first lettersized bill.

ent’s

Resid

Name

ALL customers will need to re-register for the online
credit card payment option and the Water Usage Tracker
using their new account number. If your water account
is set up for recurring credit card payment, this payment
type will NOT convert to the new billing software.
Customers will need to re-register for the online credit
card payment option and the Water Usage Tracker using
their new account number. Your new account number
will be located on your first letter-sized bill along with an
insert with instructions to re-register for both. The bank
draft auto pay option through the City will convert to the
new system. If you want to change your auto payment to
bank draft or set up a new auto payment with bank draft,
please see this link for the form: https://www.leaguecity.
com/926/Payment-Options
The City will not be able to take credit card payments
(phone, online, and in person) from January 15 to 23,
2019. During this time period, no payments will be due
and there will be no disconnection of service for nonpayment.

For questions, call the League City Utility Billing
Department at 281-554-1335.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
NEW! The History Club

Starting January 31, the Helen Hall Library is teaming
up with the League City Historical Society to present a
series of programs with a local, Texas, or American history
theme. This series will be called “The History Club”.
Each topic will be presented on the last Thursday of each
month from 7 to 8 p.m. in the library theater. The first
program, held on January 31, is based on the Warships at
Seawolf Park. Local authors Col. Kelly Crooks and Mark
Lardas will discuss the history of the attack submarine, the
USS Cavalla, and the destroyer escort, the USS Stewart.
These vessels are part of the American Undersea Warfare
Center at Seawolf Park in Galveston.

NEW! Ballet Classes

New this winter, Hometown
Heroes Park is offering ballet
classes to youth ages four
and older. Pre-ballet classes
for youth ages four and five
will take place on Mondays
from 4:45 to 5:30 p.m.
Classes begin February 11
and cost $25.00 per 6-week
session for residents, and
$37.50 for non-residents. Ballet classes for youths six
and older will be held on Wednesdays from 5 to 6 p.m.
Classes begin February 6 and cost $50 for the 12 week
session for residents, and $75 for non-residents. For more
information, please contact Katrina Beecher at 281-5541180, or by email at Katrina.beecher@leaguecitytx.gov.

Hard copies of "Beyond the Oaks"
Now Available

The League City's
Park and Recreation
Department’s Spring
2019 Beyond the
Oaks brochure is
now available to
pick up at City Hall,
Hometown Heroes,
the Civic Center,
and the Helen Hall
Library. The seasonal
guide includes a list
of classes, sports, special events, camps, and more. You
can also find a full list of spring programming at the Helen
Hall Library. Whether you are looking to get moving, start
a new hobby or simply become more involved in the
community, there is something for everyone. Click here for
a digital version.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
Park Operations

Staff has begun taking down
holiday decorations starting with
the live tree in front of the library,
Helen’s Garden, and League Park.
The rainy weather the past few
days has made the process slow
going and it will continue next
week, when the street wreaths are
scheduled for removal by staff and
a contractor.
Park Operations staff members have also been replacing
batteries in automated flushing devices in park restrooms
across the City in order to be prepared for increased usage
in the Spring.

Join us for this unique fishing experience at our
League City Walker Pool! We will fill the pool with
catfish, we just need you to come catch them.
Bring your fishing poles, bait, and maybe a towel or blanket to keep
warm and dry. Cane fishing poles will be available for rent.

Saturday, January 26
Municipal Pool
450 W. Walker St.
Residents
Fee: $6 | Registration begins Dec. 26
Non-residents
Fee: $10 | Registration begins Jan. 9
Fish cleaning: $2/fish
Fish bait: $3
Cane fishing pole: $1
(strung with fishing line and hook)

Schedule

Ages 7 and under
10 to 11:50 a.m.*
Ages 7 and above
Noon to 1:50 p.m.*
All ages
2 to 3:50 p.m.*
4 to 5:50 p.m. (no catch limit)
*Catch limit: 8 fish
per registered participant

Pre-register at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City Parkway.
Space is limited! Recreation offices: 281-554-1180.

Time to get dressed up and dance the night away at our
annual Daddy Daughter Dance. We will provide a
sit-down dinner, lots of great tunes to dance to, goodie
bags, and an opportunity for professional portraits with
fees paid separately to the photographer.

Cost: Residents $55; non-residents $82.50

(price includes one father & one daughter, additional
participants can be registered at half the cost listed)

Registration dates:

Resident begins Dec. 26
Non-resident begins Jan. 9
Registration ends on Feb. 4. No day-of registration.
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Public Works Updates
Drainage

City stormwater crews have begun reestablishing grade
on the drainage ditch at Magnolia Bayou near the area of
Mary Lane Road. As weather permits, crews will continue
to work their way westbound to clear out vegetation
obstructing the flow of stormwater down Magnolia
Bayou. This maintenance activity will improve overland
sheet flow in the area of the right-of-way and ultimately
assist in routing this flow to the bayou. Because of the
heavy rainfall this week, crews also performed sweeps of
ditches and inlets and cleared out debris that could cause
storm sewer backups.

Maintenance of Butler Oaks

The City’s tree contractor, The Urban Foresters, will be completing tree maintenance for the Butler Oaks along Main
Street and Kansas Street and at Helen’s Garden over the next week, weather permitting. The scope of work includes:
• Inspection of the tree canopy, trunk, and root flare
• Identification and removal of hazardous limbs
• Biannual injections of deep-root fertilizer/root stimulator to feed the trees and reduce stress
These services are part of a routine tree maintenance program to maintain the health and ensure the longevity of
the Butler Oaks.

Vegetation Management

Many residents have dropped off trees at the City’s
Christmas tree recycling center this year. Those trees have
been chopped up into mulch, which is available to the
public at no charge to pick up at 1535 Dickinson Avenue.
Residents who would like to pick up a load of mulch can
call the Public Works main office at 281-554-1086 to
coordinate a time.

Streets

Streets crews this week performed routine maintenance
on two of the City’s limestone roadways. McFarland Road
and Gun Range Road both had large potholes due to the
recent heavy rains and vehicle traffic. A limestone base
was added to both roadways and then was bladed off
with motor grader equipment.
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CIP Updates
League City Animal Care and Adoption Center
(CIP# PD1502): The construction contract for the new
League City Animal Care and Adoption Center was
awarded at the December 11 City Council meeting.
Construction on the new facility, which will be located at
755 West Walker Street, will begin later this month.

A groundbreaking ceremony is scheduled for 10 a.m. on
Saturday, January 26, followed by an Animal Celebration
and Adopt-a-thon from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the
Civic Center. The event will feature pet adoptions, free
microchipping, reduced price vaccinations, wiener
dog races, LCPD K-9 demonstrations, food trucks, and
sponsorship opportunities for the new center.
Clear Creek Village Lift Station Relocation
(CIP# WW1706): Work on installation of a new fence,
gate, and landscaping has been progressing over the
last two weeks. These are the last items needed for final
completion of the project. The old lift station has been
demolished, and all new lift station controls, including
the emergency generator, odor control unit, pumps,
SCADA monitoring system, and power components,
have been installed and are operational. Project closeout
is scheduled for January.

Dickinson Avenue Reconstruction Project
(CIP# RE1702C): A Notice to Proceed was issued
to the contractor in December 2018 to begin
work on this project the second week of January.
Construction is expected to take 330 days, with
completion estimated by the end of 2019. The scope
of this project includes replacing the existing asphalt
roadway, between West Walker Street and FM 646,
with almost 2.5 miles of concrete roadway.
The section between Walker Street and League City
Parkway will be concrete curb and gutter style (with
underground storm sewer). The remainder, between
League City Parkway and FM 646, will remain open
ditch and will receive improvements to the drainage
channels exiting this area as well as a new detention
pond. This project will also incorporate a 10-foot hike
and bike trail along the entire length as part of the City’s
Master Trails Plan.
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CIP Updates
2017 Asphalt Rehabilitation Project – Package 3
(CIP# RE1704): Crews this month will place the final
level of asphalt in the area that is in between the
railroad tracks, Highway 3, and East Main Street. The
project is expected to be completed in February 2019.
This project is designed to be an asphalt overlay as part
of the City’s Reinvestment Program. The roads included
in this package to be rehabilitated include: Mayhaw
(9th St.), Olive, Peach, Strawberry (west side), Virginia,
Arkansas, Maryland, Oklahoma, Kentucky, Dallas,
Waco, and Perkins.
Dog Park Design at Hometown Heroes Park: TBG
Partner, the design contractor for the Hometown Heroes
5K loop trail, is scheduled to submit a schematic design
which includes a dog park by January 23, 2019. TBG
has also proposed that the design, development, and
construction document schedule for the 5K loop trail
and the dog park run concurrently since the projects will
interface on the site.
Construction for both projects will also be handled
together for the same reason. Design development
for both projects will run through March 20, 2019 and
construction documents will be completed by July 31,
2019.

Upcoming 2019 Projects

Mountain Bike Trail in Lynn Gripon Park

This project includes low water crossing into the
north side of Lynn Gripon Park and a series of
interconnected trails in the woods at that location.
Cooperation with local mountain bike organizations
and other users will be sought for the construction
of the trail.
Ghirardi House Repairs and Renovations Project
An Italian farmhouse built in the last century was
donated by the Ghirardi Family and moved to Heritage
Park to become part of the Butler Longhorn Museum
complex. In 2019, repairs will be made to the house to
keep it from deteriorating any further and renovations
will be made to the structure including:
• Electrical Service, interior lighting, and security lighting
• HVAC
• Security system and fire alarm/fire control
• New porch and porch repairs
• Handicapped ramps
• Roof repairs and new shingles
• Siding repairs
• Sheetrock replacement inside
• Paint inside and outside

Settlement Agreement with Former City Manager
On Thursday, December 27, 2018, the League City Council approved a settlement agreement related to a lawsuit
filed by former League City Manager Mark Rohr, who was relieved of his duties with the City in December 2016.
Based on the recommendation of the City’s attorney and the Texas Municipal League Intergovernmental Risk Pool
(TMLIRP), the City’s self-insurance fund, League City decided to settle the case to avoid the inevitable disruption and
cost of continuing with litigation. Under the terms of the settlement agreement, Mr. Rohr will receive $145,000—
$45,000 of which will be provided by the City, and the other $100,000 from the TMLIRP.
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Public Safety Updates
Last Call for Citizen Police Academy Applications

Looking to become more involved in the community or learn something new this year? There's still time to apply for
Class 34 of the LCPD's Citizen Police Academy, which begins February 5. Applicants must be employed in League City
or be a resident, at least 18 years of age, have a valid driver's license, and pass a background check. Applications for the
February class should be submitted by January 8, and can be scanned and emailed, sent by USPS mail, or turned in at
the police department. Apply here: http://leaguecity.com/3095/Citizen-Police-Academy

LCPD Officer Recruitment

The next Civil Service Entrance Exam for the League City Police Department will be administered on February 8 at
7 p.m. at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center. Click here to register for the exam. Prior to testing, LCPD will be hosting a
Police Officer Candidate Orientation event on January 12 at 9 a.m. at the League City Police Department, 555 West
Walker Street. To register for the orientation, click here.

Communications Updates
January Electronic City Matters

The electronic January 2019 edition of City Matters was sent out to nearly 5,000 residents who signed up to receive it
via email or who are registered in the City’s SwiftReach System. Click here to read.

And the Winner is…

Over the holidays, South Shore Harbour Resort partnered
with the League City Convention and Visitor’s Bureau on
a contest to promote the CVB’s Facebook page. As part
of the contest, residents were asked to share on the Visit
League City Facebook page their favorite place in League
City to take out-of-town relatives and why. We received
over 50 suggestions and added over 100 additional likes
and follows on the CVB Facebook page. The winning

Upcoming Events
Jan. 5: Butler Longhorn Museum Grand Re-Opening
Jan. 8: Council Meeting
Jan. 10: Town Hall Meeting
Jan. 21: Martin Luther King Day (City offices closed)
Jan. 26: Fishing Extravaganza
Animal Shelter Groundbreaking and Animal
Celebration/Adopt-A-Thon

entry was Maefhan Garlington who will receive a onenight stay and breakfast for two courtesy of South Shore
Harbour. Congratulations!

Get this week's LC Lowdown

