CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
JANUARY 18, 2019

City Monitoring Cold Weekend Weather

C

rews from several City departments will be
monitoring the cold front that will move through
Southeast Texas this weekend and have already
taken precautionary measures for potential freeze warnings.
Street Department crews have prestaged chat rock for use
on iced roadways and bridges, while Traffic Department
crews have prepared proper signage and roadway
barricades for use if needed. TxDOT typically responds
to ice related roadway safety concerns on multiple state
highways that traverse the City. City crews service all local
roads and still respond to immediate safety concerns on
state highways if needed.

In addition, the
City’s Water and
Wastewater
Departments
have been
busy insulating
exposed lines and
instruments at
the City’s Water
and Wastewater
facilities.
Where possible,
exposed water
lines have been
isolated and
drained to protect
them from the
possibility of
breaking during a
freeze. Homeowners are encouraged to follow the same
precautionary measures with any exposed pipe at their own
residences. The commonly used method of leaving running
water on throughout a home to protect from freezing pipes
is actually detrimental and can lead to a severe system-wide
pressure reduction in the City which ultimately can hinder
protection in the event of a structure fire.

City Offices Closed Monday, January 21
In observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, all League City offices will be closed
on Monday, January 21.
This includes City Hall and the City Hall Annex, the Municipal Courts building,
the Civic Center, Helen Hall Library, and Hometown Heroes Park. In addition, the
Helen Hall Library will be closed on Sunday, January 20. Trash pickup will operate
as normal on Monday, January 21.
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FM 646 Bridge Demolition to Begin in March
As part of the I-45 Gulf Freeway Widening Project,
the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) has
announced that construction will begin in March to begin
“flipping” the I-45 and FM 646 intersection so that I-45
passes OVER FM 646. As part of the project, TxDOT will
demolish the current FM 646 bridge.
After delays due to right-of-way acquisitions and
relocations, crews are now scheduled to begin
demolishing the current FM 646 bridge in March. During
demolition, project crews will close FM 646 to eastbound
and westbound traffic.

While FM 646 is closed, eastbound motorists will have to
travel south along the I-45 frontage road to FM 517 and
make a U-turn before continuing on FM 646. Westbound
motorists will have to travel north to Highway 96 and
make a U-turn. Crews are tentatively slated to reopen the
intersection to travel across FM 646 in the fall of 2019. The
project is part of a larger TxDOT initiative to widen I-45
from six to eight lanes all the way to Galveston.

New Utility Billing System Delayed
In order to ensure continued excellent service for
residents, the launch of the City’s new Utility Billing
Software System has been delayed. Originally scheduled
for January 21, the system will now launch in spring
2019. League City Utility Billing is committed to making
the transition to this new software system as smooth as
possible for residents. Stay tuned for more information
on the City’s website and social media channels. When
the system launches in Spring 2019, monthly bills and

delinquent notices will be letter-sized and come in a
sealed envelope as opposed to being printed on a
postcard. Included with every bill will also be an insert
that includes timely and important information regarding
City services and resources available to League City
residents. For questions, call League City Utility Billing
at 281-554-1335. Want more information about how to
go paperless with e-billing? Visit www.leaguecity.com/
utilitybilling.
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Army Corp Extends Comment Period for Coastal Texas Study
The public comment period for the Coastal Texas Study has been extended to February 8, 2019 by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and the Texas General Land Office. Public comments may be sent to:
USACE, Galveston District, Attn: Jennifer Morgan, Environmental Compliance Branch, Regional Planning and
Environmental Center, P.O. Box 1229, Galveston, TX 77553-1229; or emailed to CoastalTexas@usace.army.mil.
Comments must be postmarked by February 8, 2019.
To learn more about the Coastal Texas Study, please visit: www.coastalstudy.texas.gov

Butler Road Sinkhole/Sewer Line Repair Update
On Monday, January 14, Wagner Construction
completed backfilling the sinkhole around a failed sewer
line located just outside the Butler Road Lift Station
(1220 Butler Road) just south of Mustang Cat equipment
rental. The sinkhole was initially reported on January 2,
and Wagner was onsite to begin excavation of the failed
line on Friday, January 4.
During the repair of the 24-inch sewer line, concerns
about the condition of an adjoining manhole structure
required the need to bring in an additional sanitary
sewer rehabilitation contractor to perform a specialized
coating application to ensure long term structural
integrity. The coating was completed this week, and the
City’s paving contractor is scheduled to begin roadway

paving replacement on Monday, January 21, with
completion and the reopening of Butler Road expected
by the end of next week.

City Strategic Planning
All League City
department
directors and
managers took
part in a Strategic
Planning staff
workshop
on Monday,
January 14. At
the workshop,
employees took
part in individual and group exercises, as well as round
table discussions regarding the progress of the League
City Strategic Action Plan, which was developed after
several months of work in the spring of 2018 and
officially adopted by City Council in July 2018.

A day-long retreat with Council members, the Mayor,
and staff is scheduled for Saturday, February 2 to
further discuss the plan and action steps needed in
2019 to improve, support, and communicate the
progress of the plan.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
City Gets Rebate Check from TXU Energy

Under the TXU Energy Greenback Program, League
City can qualify for rebates up to $28,000 for qualifying
energy efficiency work performed and completed on City
property. This week, the city received a $14,000 rebate
check for the installation of solar LED area lighting at the
skate park located at Big League Dreams, which included
two solar powered LED poles, fixtures, and batteries. The
City qualifies for an additional $14,000 in rebates through
2020 for any future work related to lighting upgrades/
LEDs, HVAC upgrades, chiller upgrades, conversion to
solar, smart thermostats, and energy management system
installations.

New! Lil Hip Hoppers

New in 2019 at Hometown Heroes Park is Lil Hip
Hoppers, a fun, upbeat, high-energy hip hop dance
class for young dancers ages four to seven. Students
will be introduced to basic choreography and acrobatic
movements to promote coordination and agility. Classes
will also incorporate dance games, stretching, and
relaxation. Each class will end with meditation and healthy
goals with our very own H2K Bu-Dog. Classes are held
on Saturdays from 9:30-10:15 a.m. at Hometown Heroes
Park. The cost is $78 for a six week session. The next class
begins February 2. For more information, contact Katrina
Beecher at 281-554-1180, or email Katrina.beecher@
leaguecitytx.gov.

Registration Open for Spring Break Camp

This camp is offered for children six to twelve years old
and will included arts and crafts, board games, and a
variety of group activities at Hometown Heroes Park. If the
weather is nice, campers will spend time outside playing
sports and playing on the playground. Snacks will be
provided daily. Registration can be done online at www.
leaguecity.com/parks or in person at Hometown Heroes
Park. The cost for residents is $125, and registration is
open now. The cost for non-residents is $187.50, and
registration opens January 23. For more information, call
281-554-1180, or email Katrina.beecher@leaguecitytx.gov.

Middleman Skate Camp Registration Open

Middleman Skateboards Skate Camp is a great
opportunity for boys and girls ages 7-16 to learn basic
skateboarding maneuvers at the Big League Dreams
Skate Park over spring break. Skateboard instructors
from Middleman will be on hand each day from 10:0011:30 a.m. giving encouraging and interactive guidance
to skateboarders who are just learning how to stand
on a skateboard and to those comfortable with more
advanced moves. Skateboard helmets and loaner boards
are provided each day. Registration can be done online
at www.leaguecity.com/parks or in person at Hometown
Heroes Park. The cost for residents is $50, and registration
is now open. The cost for non-residents is $75, and
registration opens January 23. For more information, call
281-554-1180, or email Katrina.beecher@leaguecitytx.gov.

Library Needs Assessment Meetings

Staff with the Helen Hall Library will be hosting two
public meetings to discuss the library's current and future
needs. Community members will be able to provide
feedback and suggestions about new programs or any
improvements they feel are necessary for the library.
Everyone is welcome to attend. The first meeting will
be held from 6 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, January 31 at the
Helen Hall Library, 100 W. Walker St. The second public
meeting will be from 6 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, February
6 at Creekside Intermediate School, 4320 W. Main Street.
For questions, contact Assistant Librarian Darla Rance at
281-554-1102.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
Park Operations

Crews this week made
repairs at the “L”
shaped pier at the
Clear Creek paddle
trail at Heritage
Park. The pier had
become off level due
to previous flooding
events and deck
boards needed to be
replaced. Staff raised
the sunken support
structure and replaced
all lumber with new
marine grade materials
and fasteners.

In addition, Park
Operations crews
this week located
and repaired an
irrigation leak in
landscaping beds
localized to the
pool at Hometown
Heroes Park.
After an extended
wait due to the
holidays and weather interruptions, sod finally became
available to complete infield renovation on pony
baseball field No. 9 at the Chester L. Davis Sportsplex.
This project is a joint effort with shared funding and
manpower between the League City Pony/Colt Baseball
Organization and the City’s Park Operations Department.

Public Safety Updates
LCPD Awards Student Trip to D.C.

Thanks to the efforts of the Community Outreach
division of the League City Police Department, one
lucky League City student is going on an all-expense
paid, school sponsored trip to Washington D.C. The
LCPD Outreach division received nominations from
many League City elementary schools, but fifth-grader
Luke Carite of Hyde Elementary was selected based on
a nomination letter from his teacher, Sarah Fangman.
Fangman wrote in her letter, “Luke has a positive
attitude and determination to succeed and be better
than he was the day before.” Luke was surprised at
school on Tuesday, January 15, by his mother and LCPD
officers who gave him the good news, along with his
very own LCPD police patch and challenge coin.

New Police Officer

The League City Police Department is welcoming a new
member to the team. Steven Tyler recently graduated
from the College of the Mainland Police Academy and
will now begin the League City Police Department Field
Training Program.

Pictured from left to right: Principal Suzi Saunders, Sarah
Fangman, Officer Christy Galyean, Luke, Luke’s mother
Brittany Neal, and Officer Todd Young.
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Public Safety Updates
LCFD Responds to Hazardous Spill

On Friday, January 4, the League City Fire Department along with the League
City Fire Marshal’s Office responded to a reported hazardous materials spill
located at 2402 W. Main Street. Upon arriving on location, crews observed a fuel
tank truck in the parking lot with approximately 15-20 gallons of diesel fuel on the
ground.
According to the driver, he was filling the truck’s fuel tanks at the Shell station
when he overfilled the diesel tank. Due to the quick response of the League
City Fire Department, the leak was contained to the southwest corner of the gas
station property, and an immediate environmental hazard was prevented. The
trucking company dispatched a cleanup crew, and the area was remediated.

City’s Fire Marshal to Serve as GCFFA Commissioner

League City Fire Marshal Tommy Cones has been elected to serve as a commissioner of the Board of Directors for the
Galveston County Firefighters’ Association. As the newly elected GCFFA Commissioner to Precinct One, Chief Cones
will represent the League City, Friendswood, and Pearland fire departments. The membership and board members
meet once a month to discuss issues related to the organization, the Galveston County Commissioners Court, and state
regulatory issues. Cones is honored to represent the County fire departments and looks forward with tackling pressing
issues within the fire service.

CIP Updates

Downtown Plan – Park Avenue Reconstruction
(CIP# ED1503): The construction contract for the Park
Avenue Reconstruction Project will go to council February
12, 2019. The scope of work includes new concrete
overlay, roadway widening, new underground electrical,
and enhanced streetscaping. Park Avenue construction
will be the first of three projects to enhance the City’s
Downtown District.
The second project includes improvements to drainage
and to League Park, followed by the third project, which
includes improvements to Main Street. Currently, the
City is working to finalize funding for a Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG). The CDBG program
is one of the longest running programs of the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development and

funds local community development activities such
as affordable housing, anti-poverty programs, and
infrastructure development.
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CIP Updates
Dickinson Avenue Reconstruction (CIP#RE1702C):
The scope of this project includes replacing the existing
asphalt roadway between West Walker Street and FM 646
with almost 2.5 miles of concrete roadway. The section
between Walker Street and League City Parkway will be
concrete curb and gutter style with underground storm
sewer. The remainder ditch between League City Parkway
and FM 646 will remain open and receive improvements
to the drainage channels exiting in this area, as well as a
new detention pond. This project will also incorporate a
10’ hike and bike trail along the entire length as part of the
City’s Master Trails Plan. A Notice to Proceed was issued
to the contractor to start the second week of January,
and construction is expected to take 330 days, with
completion estimated by the end of 2019.
2017 Asphalt Rehabilitation Project – Package 3
(CIP#RE1704B): Crews have finished placing HMAC
surface (final level of asphalt) on the remaining streets in
the Shellside area (Section 1) and have started milling the
area in between the railroad tracks, SH 3, and East Main
Street (Section 2). Work is anticipated to finish in February
2019. This project is designed to be an asphalt overlay
continuing from the Asphalt Rehabilitation Package 2. The
roads included in this package to be rehabilitated, include
Mayhaw (9th), Olive, Peach, Strawberry (west side),
Virginia, Arkansas, Maryland, Oklahoma, Kentucky, Dallas,
Waco, and Perkins.
Burd House Exterior Painting Renovation Project
(CIP#PK1801B): This project will include removal and
disposal of lead-based paint material, the replacement
of rotten wood, the re-glazing of old window panes, and
the preparation of surfaces to repaint with exterior grade
primer/paint to match the existing color. Bidding on this
project is open until February 12 at 2 p.m.
Ervin-Hobbs Connector (CIP# TR1501): This project
includes the design and construction of a two-lane
concrete curb and gutter roadway on Ervin Street
from Calder Road to the new Hobbs Road extension
(approximately 1,850 feet). With the announcement of
a potentially new sportsplex on Ervin Street, the City is
exploring options to build a four-lane roadway instead of
a staggered approach, building two-lanes now and the
additional two-lanes in the future. City staff is currently
acquiring rights-of-way, as well as looking to get the
construction plans updated for four-lanes. The project is
expected to begin construction in May of 2019.

Clear Creek Village Lift Station Relocation
(CIP# WW1706): Due to TxDOT’s I-45 widening project,
the City was required to relocate this lift station, which
was substantially completed in September 2018 with
a few minor punch list items remaining. Installation of
the new fence, gate, and landscaping items are nearing
completion, which are the last items needed for final
completion on the project. Last week, repairs were
made to a faulty Vapex odor control unit and the system
is now back online and operational. All other new lift
station controls remain online and operational, including
the emergency generator, pumps, SCADA monitoring
system, and power components. Weather permitting, the
project is scheduled to close out in February.

Calder Road Reconstruction (CIP# ST1002):
Northbound traffic was shifted to the westside of Calder
Road from Big League Dreams Parkway to Turner
Street last Friday. The contractor has been pouring
new concrete drive aprons for the properties along the
east side of the road. Crews completed removing the
existing asphalt pavement this week and will begin lime
stabilizing the subgrade next week. The contractor is
currently anticipating slipform paving the road the week of
February 4. This project will convert Calder Road from an
open ditch rural roadway to a concrete, curb and gutter
enclosed storm sewer roadway. This roadway travels from
I-45 State maintenance at Calder Road and Turner Street
approximately 5,600 feet south to Ervin Street. The new
pavement section will be to a two-lane concrete roadway
with a continuous bi-directional left-turn lane.

Milestone Updates:

• 100 percent Plans for Turner/Butler Road Reconstruction
received January 18
• League City Animal Care and Adoption Center
construction to mobilize on Monday, January 21 with
groundbreaking ceremony scheduled for Saturday,
January 26.

n
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Public Works Updates
Small Sinkhole Develops on Highway 3

This week, a small sinkhole
developed next to the
sanitary sewer manhole in
front of 1408 South Highway
3. The sinkhole was caused
by a hole in the ten-inch
force main from the lift
station located on Highway
3 near League City Park.
Since the break was on top
of the pipe, no wastewater
overflow occurred. The
hole, however, was allowing
rain water to inflow into the gravity system, which if not
fixed, could have led to an overload of the sanitary sewer
system. City line repair crews patched the hole and
backfilled the sinkhole. The condition of the force main,
which was constructed from asbestos cement pipe and
installed in the early 1970s, will need to be evaluated and
possibly replaced in the future to avoid further issues.

HAZCOM and Chlorine Safety Training

This week, various staff within the City’s Public Works
Department, including members of Water, Wastewater,
and Line Repair, attended HAZCOM and Chlorine Safety
Training. The eight-hour training was provided by TEC
Services and was a TCEQ approved course for water
and wastewater license renewal credit hours. Training
included chemical safety, personal protective equipment,
safety data sheets (SDS’s), safe handling, handling of
hypochlorites, OSHA hazard communication standards,
and various hands-on demonstrations. Proper training
promotes safety, enhances competence, and reminds
employees to use proper techniques.

New Street Signs

City Traffic Department
crews have started replacing
the old and outdated
ground mounted street
name signs on FM 646
west of I-45 with new signs made to meet the City’s
current standards. The new signs have the City’s current
logo and are nine inches in length, compared to the old,
standard which was six inches. All signage along FM 646
is maintained by the Texas Department of Transportation
(TxDOT) except for the street name signs, which are
maintained by the City of League City. The new signs will
be installed on their own post near the intersections along
FM 646 or on top of TxDOT stop signs that are at the
intersections.

Traffic Signal Adjustments for I-45 Construction
On Monday, January 14, the I-45 northbound freeway
on-ramp between FM 646 and SH 96 was closed for the
I-45 widening project. Drivers traveling northbound from
FM 646 can access the freeway by using the northbound
on-ramp after SH 96 to enter the freeway. This ramp
closure is expected to be in place until March 1. The
League City Traffic Department is currently monitoring
the congestion at nearby traffic signals as drivers begin
to take alternate routes and will be making adjustments
to the signal timings as needed to help minimize
backups in the area.

Pothole Repair

City Street Department personnel have been working to
patch potholes on Wesley Street, Moody Street and 2nd
Street between Alabama and Wisconsin. They’ve also
been making minor road repairs at various locations that
have been identified by both citizens and staff. If you have
a pothole issue that you know of and would like repaired,
please call the Public Works main office at 281-554-1086.
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Human Resources Updates
League City Contributing to United Way Campaign

In the upcoming weeks, League City will be embarking on a campaign initiative with the
United Way – Galveston County Mainland. It is our goal to help all employees understand
the impact that the United Way has on the community and encourage them to be a part
of that effort. All department directors will receive forms and brochures to distribute to
their employees. Employees who elect an annual contribution via payroll deduction (as
little as $1.00 per pay check) will be able to wear jeans every Friday in March, as the City’s
way of saying thank you for their participation.

Employee Tenure Celebration

On Tuesday, January 15, League City hosted its annual
recognition luncheon to honor employees who have worked
for the City for 5, 10, 15 and even 20 or 25 years. Mayor Pat
Hallisey and City Manager John Baumgartner presented
employees with plaques and certificates and thanked them
for their years of service.

Communications Updates
January 26 Pet Fest

Communications is partnering with the Police Department,
Animal Control, and several other departments to plan,
organize, and promote the City’s first ever Pet Fest on
Saturday, January 26 from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the
Civic Center. The festival, which will immediately follow the
groundbreaking for the new Animal Adoption and Care
Bring Fido and Fluffy to the League City

Pet Fest & Groundbreaking
for the new Animal Care and Adoption Center

Saturday, January 26
Groundbreaking
10 a.m.
755 West Walker Street

Pet Fest

10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center
400 West Walker Street

Honor a pet or “pet lover” in your family by sponsoring a kennel,
memorial brick or other item in the new animal shelter.

•Pet Pageant (best dressed,
best trick, most obedient,
smallest pet, largest pet, and more)
•Low cost vaccinations
•Free micro-chipping
•LCPD K-9 demonstrations
•Pet photos, products,
and resale shop
•Dog agility demonstration
•Food trucks and music
•Small-dog races

Center at 755 West Walker Street, will include $20 pet
adoptions, free microchipping, reduced-price vaccinations,
free pet products, food trucks, music, and more. The event
will also educate residents about the variety of sponsorship
and donation opportunities available for the new center
opening in 2020, including memorial bricks, benches, and
naming rights.
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Communications Updates
Winter Leaves and Storm Drains

The Communications team partnered with Public Works
to create an informational video regarding the proper
disposal of yard leaves and to remind residents that storm
sewer drains can easily clog with winter leaves that are
not properly bagged and picked up as yard waste.

Upcoming Events

Meet Daniel and Rebeca Roy, an inseparable pair who
aim to share their love and passion for astronomy with
the community through the new “Astronomy in the Park”
program in League City.

Jan. 21: MLK Day (City offices closed)
Jan. 22: City Council Meeting
Jan. 24: Thursday Talk: Lone Star Flight Museum
Jan. 26: Pet Fest and Animal Adoption and Care Center
Grand Opening
Jan. 31: Library Needs Assessment Public Meeting

Get this week's LC Lowdown

Click here to read more

