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646 Bridge Demolition begins TONIGHT at 9 p.m.

S

tarting tonight, March 1 at 9 p.m., all lanes of FM 646 eastbound and westbound at I-45 will be closed as
TxDOT crews begin demolishing the FM 646 bridge. This closure is expected to last six months. In addition,
from 9 p.m. Friday, March 1 through midnight Saturday, March 2, two outside northbound main lanes will be
closed between FM 517 to FM 646. The construction is part of an ongoing project to expand I-45 from six lanes
up to eight lanes of traffic in Galveston County. Crews are taking down the overpass at FM 646 over I-45 and will
eventually replace it with a street running under the interstate. TxDOT officials have signed an agreement with
contractors reconstructing the overpass that stipulates crews have six months to finish the job, with disincentives for
late completion and incentives for finishing early.
The League City Communications Department has
partnered with TxDOT to get the word out to League City
residents in a variety of ways over the last several weeks,
including various videos posted on channel 16, the City’s
website, social media channels, and on Facebook live.
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Virtual Town Hall March 7
The League City Communications Department will be
hosting a virtual town hall next Thursday, March 7 at 7
p.m. on the City’s Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/
LeagueCityTexas.
Residents can learn more about the three propositions
on the ballot May 4 and ask questions live to Mayor
Pat Hallisey, City Manager John Baumgartner,
Council members, and City staff regarding the special
election. Residents can also pre-submit questions at
communications@leaguecitytx.gov.
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Tickets Still Available to
March 8 State of the City
The annual State of the City luncheon, hosted by the
League City Regional Chamber of Commerce, is Friday,
March 8, from 11:15 a.m to 1 p.m. at the Johnnie Arolfo
Civic Center. League City Mayor Pat Hallisey and City
Manager John Baumgartner will deliver remarks at the
luncheon regarding the City’s successes and challenges
over the last year, the status of initiatives contained in
the City’s Strategic Action Plan, and the upcoming Bond
Election and Sales Tax Referendum.
The sponsor of this year’s luncheon is Ron Carter Cadillac
Hyundai. Tickets are available for $25 for chamber
members and $35 for non-members. Spotlight tables are
available. Click here to purchase tickets.
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Household Hazardous Waste
Event TOMORROW
League City residents can get a jump start on their
spring cleaning on Saturday, March 2, at the City’s 2019
Household Hazardous Waste Event. Gather up all those
used paint cans, batteries, and old electronics and bring
them out to Hometown Heroes Park from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. The event is for League City residents only, so we are
asking participants to bring along a driver’s license and a
recent utility bill.
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2019 Student
Government Day
Eleven high school seniors from several Clear Creek
ISD high schools spent the day at City hall on Tuesday,
February 26, as part of the City’s annual Student
Government Day. The students shadowed various
department directors, as well as the City Manager, and
developed several resolutions that were then voted
upon during a mock council meeting. The day wrapped
up with the students enjoying dinner with City staff
and several council members followed by the students
attending an actual council meeting.

CIP Updates
St. Christopher Avenue Reconstruction (CIP# RE1702): As of Friday, February 22, the project was substantially
completed and the roadway was completely reopened. This project was completed under budget and
approximately $225,000 (project savings and contingency) will be returned into the City’s Reinvestment Fund for use
on other projects. The scope of this project included replacing the existing asphalt roadway with a concrete curb and
gutter roadway. It also included drainage improvements, specifically, it replaced the open ditches with underground
culverts to convey storm water across FM 270 at Abilene Street. These enhancements will facilitate more efficient
drainage into Robinson Bayou.
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CIP Updates
Newport Water Line and Sidewalk Replacement: A
Notice to Proceed was issued February 11, 2019, and
the contractor continues to make preparations in order
to bore beneath FM 518. Equipment is staged at the
north end of Newport Boulevard in the southbound,
right lane. Crews are scheduled to progress south along
Newport Boulevard and incorporate the side streets as
they progress. This project is anticipated to be complete
in December 2019 and includes the replacement of
approximately 20,000 linear feet of water lines in the
Newport Subdivision and the removal and replacement of
approximately 2,200 linear feet of deteriorated sidewalk
along Newport Boulevard from Sunset Court North to
Colonial Court.
Calder Road Reconstruction (CIP# ST1002): The
contractor continues to work on roadside improvements
including the grading and forming of sidewalks and
concrete-lined ditches. However, this week’s wet and rainy
weather has slowed progress. The contractor will continue
working on these items next week.
Upgrade Bayridge Park (CIP# PK1902): Notice of the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) decision on
the grant application will come by March 20, 2019. If the
grant is approved at full funding, design will commence
via a consultant, followed with construction beginning in
the second quarter of FY 2020. If no grant is approved,
project design can move forward in-house with a similar
time frame for construction.
Dog Park (CIP# PK1907): The schematic design for the
park will be completed next week. Design development
and construction documents will follow, with the overall
project being included as part of the 5K Trail at Hometown
Heroes Park (see below).
5K Trail at Hometown Heroes Park (CIP# PK1805):
Notification of the status of the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) grant application should come by
the end of May 2019. Design development is scheduled
to be complete by mid-March by the City’s consultant.
Construction documents will follow by mid-September.
Construction is planned for the first quarter of FY 2020.

FM 270 Public Boat Ramp Renovation (CIP# PK1804):
The site survey, including underwater information, is
complete. The design process continues with construction
document preparation beginning next week with
scheduled completion within the first week of June 2019.
The decision by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(TPWD) on the Boating Access Grant award should come
by the end of May.
The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) permit
approval may take until March 2020. The permit is
required because the project will include a new feature:
a kayak launch and access across a wetland area. The US
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has final approval of
the project, which will come after completed plans are
submitted and the USACE permit is in place. Construction
is expected to begin within the first quarter of FY 2021.
SWWRF Blower Replacement Project (CIP# WW1802):
The scope of this project involves the replacement of
three failing aeration blowers at the Southwest Water
Reclamation Facility (SWWRF), which provide continual
support to the machines needed for the wastewater
treatment process. The construction contract for this
project is currently being advertised under Bid #19-CIP005.
Plans, specifications, and bid documents may be obtained
at www.civcastusa.com by searching League City,
Galveston County. Additional information can be found
at http://leaguecitytx.gov/bids.aspx. Bids will be received
until 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, March 5.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
Wellness Walk

Registration is currently open for League City’s annual Wellness
Walk, which consists of a 5K and 1K walk/run. The walk is cosponsored by the City of League City and the Friends of League
City Senior Foundation. The event will be held on March 30
at Walter Hall Park. Both the 5K and 1K race will start at 7:30
a.m. sharp. The fee to enter is $20, and $25 after March 15.
Registration is available in person at Hometown Heroes Park,
or online at www.raceentry.com/races/walk-for-wellness/2019/
register. For more information, please contact Lydia Rodriguez at
281-554-1180, or by email at Lydia.rodriguez@leaguecitytx.gov.

Park Operations

The City’s garden crew is continuing with seasonal
trimming and spring fertilization at various parks around
the City including the Ghirardi Family Water Smart Park ,
Heritage Park, and Helen’s Garden.

Meanwhile, over at the Chester
L. Davis Sportsplex, staff have
been making repairs to ballfield
drags and field grooming
equipment prior to peak season.
Parks Operations
Superintendent Rusty Bolen
was recently featured in an
article in the Houston Chronicle
highlighting his dedication to
the City’s Ghirardi Oak, which was moved in 2012.
Click here to read.

Last weekend, one of
the two pool pumps for
the competition pool at
Hometown Heroes Park
failed due to a wrecked
impeller, which also caused
seal and motor failure.
Staff worked diligently to
source replacement parts
and installed them for a
quick two-day turnaround.
Backup components have
now been ordered and the
old pump and motor have
been sent for rebuild prior to the upcoming busy swim
season.
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Helen Hall Library Updates
Chick-fil-A Storytime

Thanks to everyone who came out to the library’s off-site,
story time at the Chick-fil-A located at Highway 96 and
South Shore Boulevard on Thursday, February 28. Miss
Cody and Miss Sarah will be back on March 28.

Managing your Money Series

As part of its Managing Your Money Series, the Helen Hall Library is featuring a session
entitled “Focus on Fixed Income” on March 19 from 6:30 to 9 p.m. in the library’s theater.
Summer Rose, a financial advisor with Edward Jones, will explain the basics of fixed
income investments, how fixed income can be part of your investment strategy, and the
seven characteristics and advantages of laddering. Laddering is an investment technique
that requires investors to purchase multiple financial products with different maturity dates.

Public Works Updates
Water Main Repair

On February 13, contractors installing electrical conduit
damaged a 12-inch water main at the intersection of
Sugarwood Drive and Desert Willow Court. The leak
caused a temporary loss of water pressure to the area,
but pressure was quickly restored once the leak was
isolated, and only one residence was without water. Line
repair crews worked into the night to replace a 19-foot
section of water main that split the length of the pipe. The
repair was completed, and water service was restored at
approximately 10 p.m.
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Public Works Updates
Lift Station Preventative Maintenance

The Wastewater Department is responsible for
maintaining 74 lift stations throughout the city. A monthly
preventative maintenance program includes an inspection
of the pressure transducer and backup float system to
avoid potential problems that pose health-related risks.
These two components are critical for automatic operation
of the lift stations. Continual preventative maintenance
ensures proper operation and early detection of any
problems. The City’s Wastewater Department makes
every effort to keep all the lift stations operating reliably
through daily site visits and preventative maintenance
programs which ensure compliance with state and federal
regulations.

Public Safety Updates
LCPD Recommends Proactive Measures

Half the battle of crime prevention is proactivity by those who may be the targets of criminals. That means you! There
are many obvious proactive measures one can take like locking doors, parking in well-lit areas, and calling in suspicious
persons and vehicles. Aside from the obvious, the League City Police Department offers these great proactive tips:
• Keep serial numbers of everything you own handy by emailing yourself a list so you can easily pull it up when needed.
• Invest in a self-monitored home security system for quicker police response and a better chance of apprehending the
bad guy. Paid home security systems are a poor deterrence and very rarely aid in apprehension.
• Firearms and many other valuables like jewelry are not covered under a normal homeowner or rental policy in case of
a burglary, fire or flood. It's a separate policy one must take out called a “high-value property policy.”
Click on this link for more proactive crime prevention tips.

League City | City Manager’s Update

MARCH 1 | 2019

Communications Updates
City Matters

The latest edition of City Matters was emailed out
March 1 to all League City Citizens who signed up to
receive the electronic newsletter. Didn’t receive it in
your inbox? Email communications@leaguecitytx.gov to
get on the list.

Upcoming Events
March 5 and 6: Galveston County Day at the Capitol
March 7: Virtual Town Hall on Upcoming Special Election
March 8: State of the City
March 30: Wellness Walk
Guns versus Hoses

Get this week's LC Lowdown

Click here to read more about Melaine

