CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
MARCH 8, 2019

M

State of the City

ayor Pat Hallisey and City Manager John
Baumgartner addressed a group of nearly 200
League City residents, business owners, and City
staff members on Friday, March 8 at the annual State of the
City luncheon sponsored by Ron Carter Cadillac Hyundai.
The event, hosted by the League City Regional Chamber
of Commerce, was held at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center
and featured speeches by the Mayor and City Manager, as
well as a video that highlighted the City’s successes over
the last year.
During his speech,
Mayor Hallisey
discussed the
upcoming May 4
Special Election and
encouraged folks to
learn more about the
two bond propositions
and the sales tax
referendum on the
ballot by visiting
www.leaguecity.
com/election2019.
City Manager John
Baumgartner outlined
some of the projects
and initiatives the City
will be working on in
2019, as well as an
overview of some of
the major milestones
and accomplishments
City staff achieved
under the City’s
Strategic Action Plan,
which was adopted
by City Council in the
summer of 2018.

Attendees at the event received a variety of League City
“swag items” and were asked to take part in the City’s
#LCLove campaign by sharing what they love about social
media.
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Virtual Town Hall on May 4 Special Election
Over 2,500 citizens who follow the City’s Facebook page
tuned in at some point from 7 to 8 p.m. on Thursday,
March 7 to watch a virtual Town Hall. The hour-long
Facebook Live program was hosted by League City
Communications Director Sarah Greer-Osborne and
featured interviews with Mayor Pat Hallisey, Councilman
Larry Millican, and City Manager John Baumgartner.
Viewers were able to submit live questions during
the Facebook Live broadcast regarding the three
propositions on the ballot. The virtual Town Hall was
held in a new studio that was recently created by the
City’s Communications Department. Stay tuned for more
Facebook Live broadcasts from the new studio in the
future, including a new weekly Q and A program with the
Mayor.

Galveston County Day in Austin
City Council members Larry Millican,
Hank Dugie, and Chad Tressler, along
with Mayor Pat Hallisey, City Manager
John Baumgartner, and key members of
City staff traveled to Austin on March 6
for Galveston County Day at the Capital.
Joining them were council members and
mayors from the Bay Area, members of
the League City Regional Chamber of
Commerce, as well as local residents and
business owners from the community.
During the daylong event, the group met
with state legislators from the Greater
Houston-Galveston Area to discuss the
needs of League City, the Bay Area, and
Galveston County as a whole.
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Impact from FM 646 Bridge Closure at I-45
The Traffic and
Transportation
Department has
been monitoring
local traffic since the
closure of the FM 646
bridge at I-45. Timing
adjustments to traffic
signals in the area
were implemented
during the initial
closure of the bridge
on the evening of
Friday, March 1.
Personnel then drove the corridors the next day to see
firsthand effects the closure had on local area roadways
and if anything was needed that could help drivers along
the alternate routes. Technicians have been observing
the changes in traffic patterns as drivers alter their daily
routes to find the most convenient way to get to their
destination.

As drivers adhere to the new routes, timing changes will
continue to be made to the traffic signals in the area to
help alleviate congestion on the detoured routes. The City
of League City and TxDOT have been working closely
together to address any issues that arise for the duration
of the FM 646 overpass closure in order to keep traffic
moving as efficiently as possible. We appreciate your
patience during this phase of the freeway project as these
improvements, when completed, will greatly improve the
flow of traffic in the area.

New Utility Billing
Later this month, League City will be upgrading to
a new utility billing software system to replace an
outdated and inefficient system. In the new system,
monthly bills will be easier to read and more userfriendly. During the City’s conversion to the new
software, customers will NOT be able to use a credit
card to pay their water bills from March 12-22.
This includes in person, online, and over the phone
payments. During this time period, there will be
NO bills due, and there will be no disconnection
of service for non-payment. In the new system,
customers who want their monthly bill set up on “auto
pay” will need to complete an auto bank draft form.
Click here to fill out the form.
Customers who wish to make a utility payment
between March 12-22 can do so via cash or check at
the City’s drop box located at City Hall (300 W. Walker
St.) or in person between the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Mondays through Thursdays and Fridays from 7:30
a.m. to noon.

Starting the week of
March 18, the City
will begin issuing
water bills in the new
software system.
Customers currently
receiving “postcard”
bills will begin
receiving a letter-sized
bill in an envelope,
along with an
informational insert.
Customers currently
receiving e-bills will continue to do so in the new system.
However, e-bills will be in an easier to read pdf format.
In the new system, ALL current customers will receive a
NEW account number. New account numbers will be
provided to customers when they receive their first lettersized bill or e-bill. For questions, call the League City Utility
Billing Department at 281-554-1335.
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Public Works Updates
Fleet, Vehicle, and Equipment Replacement

The League City Police Department has received a K9
Ford Explorer to replace a vehicle that was totaled during
Hurricane Harvey. The new vehicle is one of three K9
units the department will be receiving over the next few
months. Park Operations has received a new Exmark 72”
Z-Turn mower to replace a 2008 model that has been
suffering from engine failure.
In addition, the Street
Department received a
replacement Gradall. The
Gradall XL4100 is a rubber
tire roadable excavator
with a telescoping
boom designed for
roadside drainage ditch
maintenance, as well as
culvert installations.

North Service Area Odor Control

The League City Wastewater Department this week,
in conjunction with Line Repair, performed a media
change on the odor control system at the North Service
Area (NSA) Lift Station located at 2304 W. Nasa Rd.
City employees maintain several odor control systems
located at lift stations throughout the City. The NSA odor
control system is composed of shells, which serve as
media to remove high levels of H2S.
The bacteria reside on the shell media, which
contains high levels of calcium carbonate to neutralize
acid byproducts of sulfide oxidation. The shells
maintain a neutral pH, allowing for highly effective
biological treatment of odorous sulfur compounds in
wastewater. The systems are low maintenance with
low operating costs without the use of chemicals.
About every five years the shells are replenished with
new shells allowing the systems to be back up and
running in a single day.

During the month of February, fleet staff completed 313
repair orders consisting of 98 preventive maintenance
services, 36 safety inspections, and 179 non-scheduled
repairs.

Sewer Repair

This week, City line repair
crews responded to a call
at a residence at 209 Dixie
Drive, which has been
experiencing chronic sewer
stoppages. Crews used
a camera to determine
the cause of stoppages
was an offset in the sewer service line on the City’s side.
Line repair crews excavated down to the offset pipe and
replaced a section of the line to correct the problem. Clay
soils that are common in our area expand and contract
with wet and dry weather conditions. The movement of
the clay over time can sometimes cause offsets or breaks
in underground water and sewer pipes.

Cutting Back Frost/Freeze Damaged Plants

The possible risk of the last frost and freeze for our area
has passed, so now it’s the perfect time to pull out those
pruning shears and cut back winter damage. For most
plants, you can just remove the damaged portions,
and cut back to live (green) growth. Other plants like
Hibiscus, Mexican Sage, and Oleander may be cut back
closer to the ground to allow the already emerging
growth shoots to flourish. Be sure to remove any dead
trunks or canes, too.

League City | City Manager’s Update

MARCH 8 | 2019

Parks and Recreation Updates
Hewitt’s Heroes Award Ceremony

On Friday, March 1, Hewitt’s Heroes held their annual
Awards Ceremony, recognizing the young adults who
have spent the last year learning about fire safety skills
and serving the community. Hewitt’s Heroes is named
after longtime volunteer firefighter Art Hewitt. Individuals
with special needs meet monthly to learn about safety
skills, leadership skills, and serving the community. In the
spring, the group will meet with the Mayor, and provide
assistance at local special events, such as the City’s egg
hunt and the wellness walk. For more information, or
to get involved,contact Kenny Walsh at Kenny.walsh@
leaguecitytx.gov.

City Equipment Stolen from Countryside Park

It has been a hectic week for Parks Operations staff
members who have been dealing with a burglary at
the Countryside Park maintenance building. Staff have
been working diligently with the League City Police
Department, Purchasing, Fleet, HR, Facilities, and
City Administration to seek and purchase emergency
replacements, re-secure the facilities affected, submit
loss/damage claims to insurance, and minimize impacts
on City services to the public. Local Exmark Mower
Dealer and League City Outdoor Power Equipment
are providing two loaner/demo mowers in this time of
need until replacements can be secured. They have also
inputted the case number/mower identification data into
their national database in case the mowers show up for
service at any dealer. We want to extend a huge thank
you to these two local dealers/vendors for their teamwork
and assistance during this time.

Prepping for the Spring Athletic Season

Taking advantage of two days of sunshine this week, staff
worked on adding additional red clay to the small softball
field at Countryside Park and continued with athletic field
maintenance at the Chester L. Davis Sportsplex. This
prepping for the spring athletic season has been severely
delayed because of the extremely wet and rainy weather
over the last two months. Weather analysts have stated
that before this week’s two days of sunshine, the Greater
Houston-Galveston Area received only 11 days of partial
to full sun since January 1.
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CIP Updates
Newport Waterline
and Sidewalk
Replacement (CIP#
WT1302A): Crews
are in the process of
finishing the bore pit
at Newport Boulevard
and FM 518. Safety
shoring is in place
with traffic control
rerouting southbound
traffic to share the
northbound lanes of
Newport Boulevard. Weather permitting, southbound
lanes are scheduled to reopen on March 22. Crews
are scheduled to progress southward along Newport
Boulevard and incorporate the side streets. This project
includes approximately 20,000 linear feet of waterline
replacement located in the Newport subdivision and the
removal and replacement of approximately 2,200 linear
feet of deteriorated sidewalk along Newport Boulevard
from Sunset Court North to Colonial Court. This project is
scheduled to be complete in December.
Dickinson Avenue Reconstruction (CIP# RE1702C): The
contractor is making great progress installing paving on
Dickinson Avenue south of SH 96, despite the weather.
On Saturday, March 2, they installed over 400 square
yards of concrete roadway and are schedule to do the
same this upcoming week. The construction on the
section south of SH 96 will progress more quickly due to
the lack of storm sewer installation and waterline work.
City staff and the contractor are working to relocate some
utility conflicts on the portion north of SH 96 that interfere
with the installation of storm sewer lines. The contractor
is hoping to begin this installation within the next two
weeks. The overall scope of this project, includes replacing
nearly 2.5 miles of asphalt roadway and is expected to be
completed by the end of 2019.

Fire Station #6 (CIP# FR1701): With this week’s drier
weather conditions, the contractor began drilling the final
six bell piers with casing installed to ensure the piers do
not collapse. The piers are scheduled to be poured this
coming week, pending dry weather. Also completed this
week, was the survey for the transformer location that
provides permanent power to the facility. Underground
utilities are slated to be complete by the end of next
week. The project is currently on schedule with anticipated
completion in the first quarter of 2020.

Calder Road Reconstruction (CIP# ST1002):
The contractor continues to work on roadside
improvements, including grading and forming of
sidewalks and concrete-lined ditches. There will be
several more weeks of this work. When fully complete,
this project will convert Calder Road from an open ditch
rural roadway to a concrete-curb and gutter enclosed
storm sewer roadway. This roadway travels from I-45
State maintenance at Calder Road and Turner Street
approximately 5,600 feet south to Ervin Street. The new
pavement section will be a two-lane concrete roadway
with a continuous bi-directional left-turn lane.
Asphalt Rehabilitation Package 3 (CIP# RE1704):
Construction crews have finished milling Perkins Avenue
and are in the process of base repairs. The first layer of
asphalt level-up will be placed in the next two weeks.
Once this layer is in place, crews will start placing the
final layer of asphalt surface and finish up with shoulder
dressings. Base repairs and level-up have been completed
on Waco Avenue and Dallas Street. Rainy and wet
weather continues to cause some delays, but crews
have been working diligently to maximize efficiency.
This project is designed to be an asphalt overlay on the
following roads: Mayhaw (9th), Olive, Peach, Strawberry
(west side), Virginia, Arkansas, Maryland, Oklahoma,
Kentucky, Dallas, Waco, and Perkins.
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CIP Updates
Milestones/New Project Kickoff

• Dickinson Avenue GST and Generator Project: currently under design.
• Nature Center Pond Bank Stabilization Project: currently under design.
• Hometown Heroes Park Restroom: currently under design.
• Waterline Replacement and Upgrades Project: proposals requested to design the remainder of Newport, Bayou Brae,
and Glen Cove Subdivisions.
• Proposals requested for the design of a new well, ground storage tank, and booster pump station on the west side.
• Proposals requested to design the replacement of the Glen Cove Sanitary Sewer force main.
• Proposals requested to design the rehabilitation of the one-million-gallon ground storage tank at the end of Louisiana
Avenue.

Helen Hall Library Update
League City tweens and teens in the 6th to 12th
grades are invited to take part in some competitive
fun at the Helen Hall Library’s first ever Super Smash
Bros™ Ultimate Tournament. Space is limited for this
event, which will take place on Friday, March 15 from
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. in the library’s theater. Those who
want to participate must register at https://helenhall.
libcal.com/event/4716299.

Public Safety Updates
Drone Program Up and Running

The League City Police Department is utilizing the latest
aerial robotic technology with the implementation of
their Small Unmanned Aerial System (sUAS) Operations
program. The sUAS may be used when other means
and resources are not available or are less effective. The
program will operate in full compliance with all applicable
state and federal laws and regulations. A request may
be made to the sUAS Unit Commander to respond and
assist with the use of their aerial vehicles to enhance the
department’s mission of protecting lives and property.
The sUAS can support first responders in a situation that
would benefit from an aerial perspective and enable first
responders to detect dangers that could otherwise not
be seen. League City Police Chief Gary Ratliff said, “There
have been many situations in the past when a drone
(sUAS) could have been used in tactical situations, as well

as search and rescue situations to aid first responders and
rescue personnel. We are a progressive department and
will employ technologically advanced applications that are
available to us in order to achieve our goal of protecting
the lives and property of our citizens.”
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Public Safety Updates
LCPD Citizens Police Academy

Week four of the League City Citizen Police Academy
was all about traffic law and procedure. During the weekly
academy session, Sergeant Dan Mercurio covered topics
ranging from the purpose of traffic enforcement, traffic
law to why an officer does what he or she does on a traffic
stop, and what actions to take and not to take if you are
being pulled over.

Emergency Management Disaster Exercise

On February 28, over 30 City staff members gathered
to participate in the first disaster exercise of the year.
This pre-landfall tabletop exercise was held to test the
City’s 120-hour hurricane plan. The exercise tested
staff’s knowledge of the plan, policies, agreements,
expectations, and response capabilities. The goal was to
identify areas to improve the plan and the City’s ability
to respond to a disaster. A member of the National
Weather Service was present during the exercise and
designed a realistic scenario and briefed staff on a rapidly
developing storm in the gulf. The exercise met, and in
many cases, exceeded its objective by identifying areas
for improvement in existing plans and procedures. The
scenario will be run again this summer in a functional
exercise where staff will have the opportunity to address
coordination and response completion during an
operational period in the emergency operations center.

Repurposed Air Packs
LCFD Presents Challenge Coin

The League City Fire Department recently presented
members of the vehicle maintenance team with a custom
made challenge coin holder. Vehicle maintenance has
been instrumental in helping the Fire Department over
the last year with several ongoing projects, such as
fabricating parts for their high water rescue vehicle and
helping them order equipment for new pumpers. The
coin was a small token to show their appreciation to
another City department.

The League City Volunteer Fire Department has
repurposed 15 air packs, which no longer meet National
Fire Protection Association requirements. The Fire
Department was able to give the air packs to the City’s
Wastewater Department to replace the ones they had
been using, which were extremely outdated.
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Communications Updates
League City Welcomes Thornton Invitational Gymnasts

The League City Convention & Visitors Bureau will welcome more than 250 athletes, coaches, and judges to the
Thornton Invitational on Saturday, March 9 at the Hometown Heroes Recreation Center from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. The
USA Gymnastics (USAG) sanctioned event will feature boys’ level 4-7 in Divisions I and 2. Athletes will be competing in
compulsory competitions on the Parallel Bars, High Bar, Rings, Floor Exercise and Vault. Admission will be cash only, $10
adults and $7 kids.

Ambassador Hospitality Training Scheduled for March 12

Texas Independence Trail Executive Director, Seneca McAdams, will be in League City on Tuesday, March 12 to teach
two sessions of the Texas Friendly Hospitality training program developed by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service.
The two sessions scheduled for 8 a.m. to noon and 1:30 to 5 p.m. will be taught at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center. The
training sessions are free, but reservations are required with limited availability for the morning session.
By becoming a League City Hospitality Ambassador, you are committing yourself to utilizing this information to help
the City of League City present what makes League City special by interacting with attendees at festivals, conferences,
and special events. Texas Friendly Hospitality training was developed to help staff and volunteers provide visitors with
a positive adventure while in the host city. The information provided is designed to help make a good first impression,
know your community, communicate clearly, and make a good lasting impression.
The Convention & Visitors Bureau will be giving you an inside look into events, things to do and other resources to help
you appreciate and promote League City. This training is for anyone who is looking to further their hospitality skills or
learn more about what there is to love about League City! For more information, please contact Bryan Roller at 281554-1021 or bryan.roller@leaguecitytx.gov.

Upcoming Events
March 9:
Nature with Christine
Thornton Invitational
March 11-15:
Spring Break for Clear Creek ISD and Dickinson ISD
March 12:
City Council Meeting
March 30:
Guns versus Hoses
Walk for Wellness

ALL
PROCEEDS
GO TO THE
LEAGUE CITY
BLUE SANTA
program

Silent Auction
Raffle Prizes
Corn Hole
Tournament

(12 participants
max, $20
entry fee)

S AT URDAY, MARCH 30

2nd Annual Charity Softball Game
7 p.m. at Countryside Park
100 Alderwood, League City 77573
3 p.m.: Kids Run, Hit, & Throw - Round 1
(30 spots, ages 9 to 13, $20 entry fee)
5 p.m.: HR Derby - 4 first responders and 4 citizens
(top 2 hitters will hit in finals) $100 per spot
Run, Hit, & Throw finals (top 3) will take place on the
big field between the HR Derby and softball game.
Prizes will be awarded to the run, hit, and throw 3 finalists.

Bounce houses | Food vendors | Activities between innings
For more information, email Officer Zavesky at daryl.zavesky@leaguecitytx.gov
or Chris Sabin at chris.sabin@leaguecitytx.gov.
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