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Severe Weather Monitoring

eague City’s Emergency Management Department
has been corresponding with the National Weather
Service Office to monitor the weather and rainfall
in our area over the last 24-48 hours. Staff from the
department, along with Police, Fire, and Public Works
crews, worked overnight on Thursday, May 9 in the City’s
Emergency Operations Center. Heavy rainfall caused
isolated street flooding late in the evening and into the
early morning, which resulted in multiple high-water rescues
by the League City Volunteer Fire Department. A small
group of people from Texas City and Pasadena needed
a point of refuge after being rescued from vehicles and
stayed at Fire Station 3 until they were able to coordinate
transportation and return home. One family of three was
unable to obtain any means of transportation, so they were
provided a room for one night at a League City hotel.
League City remains under a Flash Flood Watch until
Saturday at 7 p.m. Forecasted rainfall totals are estimated
at 5 to 8 inches widespread, with an isolated 9 to 12
inches possible throughout the weekend. Clear Creek at
I-45 is over the top bank and this is expected to increase
as Clear Creak at Bay Boulevard continues to rise. The
National Weather Service has issued a Flood Warning for
Clear Creek in League City until further notice or until it is
canceled. The City will continue to monitor the weather
and respond as needed over the next 24 hours. Several
City departments, including Public Works, Police, and Fire,
have staff on standby ready to assist with street barricades
and flooding, debris removal, and any other emergency
assistance should the need arise.

Parks Closed Until Further Notice

As a result of high water levels along Clear Creek,
the following parks are closed:
• Lynn Gripon Park at Countryside
• Boat Ramp
• Dr. Ned and Fay Dudney Nature Center
• Heritage Park
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Don’t Underestimate the Power of Water
Residents are being reminded that during extended
periods of heavy rainfall, water levels on a street can
quickly rise, and the rate at which water is flowing can
quickly change. It only takes 6 inches of water to knock
you off your feet. It takes just 12 inches of water to carry
off a small car; 18 to 24 inches for larger vehicles. Do not
walk or drive into water. When approaching a flooded
street, turn around, don’t drown. More than half of the
death’s from flooding each year occur in vehicles.

Wastewater Release in Clear Creek
The City is currently monitoring an overflow of more than 650,000 gallons of wastewater from a Pearland treatment
plant into Clear Creek that occurred earlier this week. At this point in time, because of the recent heavy rainfall, citizens
along the creek in League City are in no danger and do not face any health risks because of the spill in Pearland.

In Memoriam Sam Dodson
League City is mourning
the death of one of its own,
Paramedic Sam Dodson.
Sam passed away last week
following a ten-month
battle with colon cancer.
He served the League City
community for the past 13
years working with the EMS
Department and previously
worked as a flight medic
with Memorial Herman Life
Flight. A memorial service
will be held at 1 p.m. on
Friday, May 10, at the
Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center.
A procession of EMS and
other City first responders
will leave the Chester Davis
Sportsplex at 12:30 p.m.
and travel to the Civic
Center.

Galveston Bay
Community Meeting

COMMUNITY
MEETING
Wednesday, May 15th, 2019
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
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League City Election Results
On May 4, League City voters overwhelmingly approved
two general obligation bonds, something that has not
been on a League City ballot since 1992. Proposition
A, which calls for $73 million in bonds to fund drainage
projects, passed with 2,445 votes for a total of 67.71%.
Proposition B, which allocates $72 million in bonds toward
road projects, passed with 2,319 votes for a total of
64.35%. Proposition C also passed with 2,224 votes for
a 61.74% total. The proposition approves increasing the
City’s sales tax rate by 0.25 cents per $1 to its maximum,
all of which will go toward funding Props A and B.
Pre-construction work on many of the traffic and mobility
projects that were included in Proposition B
has already begun. For example, in March, the League
City Council approved a design contract for the $11.2
million Grissom Road reconstruction project, and design
is also almost complete on the $7.7 million reconstruction
project of Calder Road South. City staff is also awaiting
the results of an environmental review of the $33.1 million
project to connect Landing Boulevard to Interstate 45. If
the City receives an all-clear on that project in the next few
months, staff should have a design contract to present to
Council in late summer or early fall. City Manager John
Baumgartner talked about these projects and others
included in the two bond propositions during a Facebook
Live “Lunch and Learn” on Wednesday, May 8.

In addition to pre-work on the traffic and mobility projects
in Prop B, City staff are expected to present three design
contracts for drainage projects included in Proposition A
for City Council approval at their meeting on May 28. The
three contracts include the first phase of improvements
to the Bay Ridge neighborhood, the first phase of
improvements to the Oaks of Clear Creek subdivision,
and initial work on the Bay Colony and Dove Meadow
subdivisions.
Over the next two to three weeks, staff from the Project
Management and Engineering Departments will be
working together to assemble a master timeline for all 21
projects included in the two bond propositions. Design
and pre-construction work on projects eligible for grant
funding will occur after staff has completed all phases of
the application process. City staff will also be engaging
residents in neighborhoods surrounding each project,
such as the $1.5 million plan to extend Walker Street from
Texas Avenue east to FM 270, for feedback and input
during the design and pre-construction process. Residents
should expect to start seeing projects completed within a
three to five year period. The ¼ cent sales tax increase will
not go into effect until October 1. City Council is expected
to officially canvas and approve “official” election results
at their meeting on Tuesday, May 14.
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As part of National Public Service week, the 600 plus
employees of League City were recognized for their
hard work and dedication with a variety of special events
organized by the City’s Human Resources Department.
On “Taco Tuesday” staff gathered in the parking lot of the
Civic Center for a food truck lunch served by Mingo’s Latin
Kitchen. On Wednesday, City leaders and department
directors teamed up to serve employees a hot breakfast
at Hometown Heroes Park provided by Ludwig’s catering.
The food theme continued on Thursday with an afternoon
ice cream truck, along with five-minute chair massages
at the Civic Center. National Public Service Recognition
Week started in 1985 and is dedicated to honoring our
nation’s public servants, including local, state, and federal
employees.
As part of the week’s activities, HR held a contest
challenging all departments to collaborate and create
a poster expressing “Why they serve the residents of
League City.” It was an extremely tough competition,
with lots of creativity and artistic talent, but in the end, the
Helen Hall Library took first place honors.

Residents Encouraged to Submit
‘Recognition Stories’

League City now has a way citizens can recognize
City employees. Residents and businesses can
submit a "recognition story" to www.leaguecity.
com/recognition regarding an employee they have
encountered or dealt with who demonstrates one or
more of the City's core organizational values which
include:
• Sustainability
• Excellence
• Respect
• Value-Driven
• Integrity
• Customers-Focused
• Engaged
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Hurricane Preparedness Fair May 18
The 2019 Hurricane Season is almost upon us, and we want to make sure
everyone is prepared. On Saturday, May 18, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m., League City will be hosting our 9th annual League City Hurricane
Preparedness Fair at the Home Depot on Highway 646 at I-45. This
family-friendly event will feature games, giveaways, and most importantly,
experts with advice and tips on how to protect your home and family
during severe weather. So, mark your calendars and join us.

Public Works Updates
Water Main Leak

This week, a small leak was reported on Beacon Island in an area
where no houses are built yet. Upon excavating to the main, a slow
leak was found at the bell joint where two pipes connect to one
another. Line Repair crews installed a bell leak repair clamp to stop
the leak and the excavation was backfilled. Water service was not
interrupted at any homes or businesses.

Fleet Department

Staff this week assisted the
League City Volunteer Fire
Department by fabricating
a 2006 Tritan trailer, which
will allow the department
to transport a 2017 Achilles
12’ inflatable boat to use for
emergency services.
The Fleet Department
has received five
replacement trucks as
part of the FY 2019
capital replacement
budget. The
Building and Streets
Departments will each
be receiving two trucks, and the other will be delivered to
the Traffic Department.

Walker Street Railroad Crossing

The Streets
Department has
received a 2019 Skid
Steer Loader as part of
a trade-in agreement
with Bobcat. The City
originally purchased
a 2016 skid steer
with a trade-in program that allows the City to procure
a current year model for a minimal fee ($1,500 plus
any price increase for the newer model). This allows
the maintenance costs to be kept to a minimum and
the machine in top condition. The skid steer is used an
average of 280 hours per year for a multitude of tasks
such as mowing, debris removal, concrete breaking, and
dirt moving.
Fleet staff completed 325 repair orders for April
comprised of 31 state inspections, 4 recalls, 73 routine
preventive maintenance jobs, and 217 non-scheduled
repairs.

League City Public Works is currently working with Union Pacific to schedule upcoming repairs to the railroad crossing that
intersects with Walker Street. This work is currently planned for the morning of Friday, May 31, and is expected to take four
to six hours to complete. A detour route will be included in the City Manager's Update as we near the date of repairs.
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Public Works Updates
Vegetation Management

The Vegetation Management Department removed
invasive trees and brush at Robinson’s Gully. Maintenance
and removal of vegetation along the flowline is important
to allow for proper water flow. If left to grow freely, it can
produce fruit and become a seed source of plants. These
plants have the potential to grow and create a snag and
choke point for heavy waterflow during a rain event, thus
causing a damming effect. Removing this vegetation also
reduces the opportunity for the plants to colonize and
overgrow the native flora and fauna in this area.

Before

After

Traffic

After receiving
concerns about
traffic issues along
Perkins Avenue, the
Traffic Department
conducted a traffic
study with the
assistance of the
City’s Engineering
and Police
Departments.
The study found
a heavy number
of vehicles cutting through, as well as line of sight issues
on Perkins at 3rd Street and on Perkins at Avondale.
As a result of the study, the Engineering Department
confirmed that these two intersections met the
requirements to change both locations to all-way stop
controlled intersections. In addition to placing the stop
signs, crews also painted stop bars on the pavement,
and trimmed vegetation that was obstructing the view of
vehicles turning onto Perkins Avenue. These combined
efforts have greatly increased visibility for motorists and
improved safety.

Planning and Development Updates
The Planning and Zoning Commission met on May 6, 2019.The commission recommended approval of multiple
amendments to the zoning ordinance which will be heard by Council on May 28, 2019. The amendments include:
• Remove the Traditional Neighborhood Development (TND) and Mixed Use Activity Center (MAC) overlay districts.
• Revise hotel regulations.
• Require Special Use Permits (SUP) for specific uses.
• Add definitions for currently undefined uses and assign them to certain zoning districts.
• Create specific standards for wholesale nurseries.
• Revise parking regulations related to shared parking, concrete parking areas, and fueling stations.
• Add concrete surface requirements.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
Regional Swim Meet May 19

Staff installed signage
reflecting “new” dusk to
dawn hours at the Clear Creek
Nature Center The new hours
come as a result of a recent
citizen inquiry and request. The previously posted hours
of 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. did not consider the extended daylight
in the spring and summer months.

Park Operations

As we approach the storm and hurricane season, park
operations staff has been paying more attention to tree
trimming and low limbs that may be susceptible in wind
and weather events. Over at Hometown Heroes Park,
staff is working diligently between each heavy rain event
to keep facility drainage outfall free of trash and debris
in order to keep stormwater readily flowing away from
the facility. Heavy rain in a small time frame causes mulch
to float away from the playground area, and staff must
collect and move the material back after each heavy rain
event.

League City will be hosting a USA Swimming regional
swim meet on Sunday, May 19 at Hometown Heroes
Park. Roughly 250 participants and over 500 spectators
are expected to attend the one-day competition. Cities
expected to participate include League City, Houston,
Sugarland, Friendswood, Webster, Deer Park, Clear Lake,
Seabrook and Kemah.
Staff from all branches of the department this week
collectively moved quickly to beat the heavy rains to install
seven pallets of sod at Helen’s Garden where lawn areas
have been negatively impacted by high use for photo
shoots and event rentals. They also installed new sod at
an area in front of the IT building at 600 Walker Street that
had been impacted by recent concrete work.

Walker Pool Renovations

Renovations are complete at the Walker Street public
pool in preparation for summer pool season, which
begins Memorial Day weekend. The entire pool was replastered and retiled and new diving boards have been
installed. Take a look at the final results in the video on
the right.
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Helen Hall Library Updates
Book Clubs and Writing Clubs at Helen Hall
Library

The third Thursday of each month is our Writers’ Works-inProgress Night. This is a group for writers who are working
long-term on a piece of writing, and who would benefit
from the feedback, motivation, and accountability that
can make the difference in staying on track and pushing
through until the end. Participants may bring the same
piece to every meeting, as they refine and improve it, or
they may bring a different chapter from a longer work as
they work toward completing a manuscript.

Local Authors Hour is on the second Thursday of each
month at 10:15 am. At Local Authors Hour, audiences
have the opportunity to hear from their neighbors who
have written books and placed their work in the library.
Authors will often discuss their inspirations and writing
process, as well as their publication journeys. Frequently,
the authors will have books for sale, and you can get a
signed copy.

There are also writing clubs for
Teen and Tweens. The Tween
Writing Club will meet from
5-6 p.m. on June 5, June 19,
July 10, and July 24; and the
Teen Writers Club meets from
5- 6 p.m. on June 4 and July 2.

Writing and book Clubs are a big part of how the Helen
Hall Library provides fuel for imagination. Literary lovers
can start off each month at our Happy Hour Book Club,
currently meeting at Craft 96 Draught House at 5 p.m. on
the first Thursday of each month. This Book Club features
titles selected by City librarians for their potential to fuel
lively conversations over food and drinks.

Is there a library program
Helen Hall does not currently
offer that you would like to
see? Reach out to the City
Librarian, Jenny Brewer, with
your ideas at jenny.brewer@leaguecitytx.gov.

Summer Reading Starts June 3

Second and fourth Wednesdays are for the Adult Writers
Club, which features take-home and in-session writing
prompts. Responding to these prompts and sharing
responses with the group are great ways to increase
writing speed and flexibility. Prompts also offer excellent
practice at writing to an assignment for those interested in
placing short pieces on websites and in magazines, where
editors are often looking for pitches on specific topics.
The League City Book Club
meets on the third Monday
of each month at 7 p.m.
in the library’s theater. This
club has been meeting
for over a decade, and
features selections chosen
by members, who take turns
leading the discussion.

Registration for the library’s “Universe of Stories” Summer
Reading Program begins for all ages on Monday, June 3.
Participants will be able to sign up and get reading logs
in two age groups: children (0 to 11) and teen (12 to 18).
All ages will be able to receive prizes for the reading they
do all summer long. Adults can also fill out prize entries
with book titles that they read throughout the summer
and be entered into a weekly drawing. There also will be
many exciting performers and events for all ages to enjoy,
including space-themed programs surrounding the 50th
anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing, the History
Club for adults, and crafts for children and teens. Check
our library calendars, Summer Reading Library Guide, and
Beyond the Oaks summer brochure for information on
specific programs and events at the library.
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Public Safety Updates
50 Club Officers of the Year

The League City Police Department
and Chief Gary Ratliff are proud
to recognize Lieutenant Michael
Buffington, Detective Gina Vogel,
and Detective Recie Tisdale as the
recipients of the Fifty Club Officer of
the Year Award for outstanding law
enforcement efforts while serving
during 2018. The Officers were
recognized at the Fifty Club Annual
Awards Luncheon, which was held
at Moody Gardens on Tuesday,
May 6. Lieutenant Buffington has
served with the League City Police
Department since 2003, Detective
Vogel has served since 1998 and

Detective Tisdale has served since
1997. All three were recognized for
their work on the cold cases known
as the “Calder Road Homicides”
with unidentified victims, Jane
Doe and Janet Doe. Because of
the combined efforts of Lieutenant
Buffington, Detective Vogel, and
Detective Tisdale, the two female
victims were recently identified, and
after three decades of not knowing
what happened to their loved ones,
closure was brought to the surviving
family members. With the discovery
of the identities of these victims,
new attempts can be made to bring
justice for them and their families.

Teen Police Academy 2019

Cadets will learn about:
• Patrol procedures
• Crime scene
investigation
• Criminal law
• Firearms safety
• Traffic stops
• Positive team building
activities
Applications are available now at the LCPD front lobby
desk. For more information, call LCPD Community
Outreach Officer Todd Young at 281-554-1848 or email
him at todd.young@lcpd.com.

LCPD Police Arrest Best Buy Burglars

When officers arrived at the store, they observed a white
passenger vehicle pull out of the parking lot and onto the
public roadway. The vehicle did not have its headlights
on and none of the occupants were wearing seat belts.
Officers made a traffic stop on the vehicle and detained
the suspects for further investigation. While inventory
was being conducted on the vehicle, large steel prying
tools, gloves, a hammer, a loaded stolen 9mm handgun,
and 9mm rounds were found inside the vehicle. The
driver of the vehicle, who is also the registered owner of
the vehicle, was identified as 22-year-old Terry Robinson
of Houston. The other occupants were identified as
19-year-old Kendrick Hall of Houston, 19-year-old Wesley
Mourland of Houston, and a male juvenile. All suspects
were placed into custody for various offenses and
transported to the League City Jail.

High school students are invited to join the men and
women of the League City Police Department to explore
a career in law enforcement. Students will experience
a “behind the badge” view of core police functions
and learn what it takes to become a police officer. The
Teen Academy consists of a series of classes and handson activities designed to give the cadets a working
knowledge of LCPD. The Academy is open to teens 15
to 18 years of age who reside in League City or attend a
League City public or private school, including those who
are homeschooled in League City. The academy is free of
charge and space is limited. The academy is scheduled for
July 23-26 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The League City Police Department Patrol Division and
Community Impact Unit have been working together,
taking a proactive approach to combating recent
burglaries at Best Buy stores across the State of Texas,
including the League City location. There have been
approximately 50 burglaries, during the nighttime
hours, at Best Buy locations resulting in a loss of over
one million dollars to the company. These burglaries
are all similar in that suspects broke out the front
windows or would pry open doors to gain entry. The
primary target during these burglaries has been Apple
products. On May 3, officers were in the vicinity of
Best Buy around 2 a.m. conducting covert surveillance
when they determined that an attempted break-in was
occurring.
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Public Safety Updates
Arson Awareness Week May 5-11

Each year, during the second week of May, the U.S. Fire
Administration and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) recognizes Arson Awareness Week.
This year’s theme is “Preventing Arson at Construction
Sites.” According to the U.S. Fire Administration and the
National Fire Protection Association, there are more than
16,000 intentionally set fires in homes every year, resulting
in an estimated 300 deaths, 700 injuries, and $500
million in direct property damage. The average dollar
loss for an intentionally set fire in a residential building is
$21,320. The fatality rate for intentionally set residential
fires is more than twice that of other residential building
fires. At commercial construction sites, contractors are
encouraged to help keep work sites safe using the
following procedures:
• Store solvents, fuels, and tools in a locked storage
container or remove them from the job site when they
are not being used.
• Request additional patrols or drive-by from local law
enforcement.
• Remove trash and debris from the site.
• Avoid storing excess materials at the site.
• Secure doors and windows on structures when crews
are not actively working on the property.
Community members can also help prevent arson at
construction sites by staying aware. Report odd or
suspicious activities to the League City Fire Marshal’s
Office at 281-554-1290. For more information, click here.

Congrats to Firefighter Tyler LaRocca

On April 27, League City Volunteer Firefighter Tyler
LaRocca officially became a United States Marine. Tyler
joined the LCVFD in 2014 as a support member while still
in high school and graduated from the LCVFD academy in
May of 2016. The League City Volunteer Fire Department
is proud of Tyler as he begins this new chapter in his life.

CIP Updates
Texas General Land Office Coastal Management Program
Grant Application: City staff met with independent experts
on Tuesday, May 7 to discuss an application for grant
funding from the Texas General Land Office (GLO) Coastal
Management Program (CMP) for the Dr. Ned and Fay Dudney
Clear Creek Nature Park. After the meeting, it was determined
that the scope of the project will be scaled down to only
seek funding for restoration work on a portion of the park’s
coastal prairie. Next steps include the request of City Council
to authorize staff to prepare and submit a grant application. If
authorized, a preliminary application will be submitted by June
12 and will outline the City’s plans for use of the grant funds. Following the preliminary application, the GLO CMP staff
will determine if the City will be invited to submit a full proposal for the October 2, 2019 deadline. If approved for the
grant, funds would become available for the project in 2020 with all work completed by 2022.
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CIP Updates
Grissom Road Street Reconstruction Project (RE1702G):
The project reconstructs Grissom Road from Abigail Lane
to the West NASA Road and Grissom Road intersection
by replacing approximately 5,600 feet of an existing twolane rural open ditch roadway with a four-lane divided
urban roadway. The project also includes a pedestrian
sidewalk, drainage improvements, and approximately
5,000 feet of 12-inch waterline from the North Service
Area Booster Station to West NASA Road. Cobb Fendley
and Associates is continuing to work through preliminary
design work with the final design scheduled to be
complete in the first quarter of 2020. The final design will
include a traffic intersection analysis of West NASA Road
and Grissom Road.
Downtown Plan – Park Avenue Reconstruction:
Currently, the main storm trunk line is complete, and the
contractor is working on lateral tie-ins (street crossings) for
the storm system. The asphalt road along the west side
has been removed in preparation of the new concrete
road. The next phase of the project will address pouring
the concrete along the west side, as well as curb and
gutters. Traffic will remain one-way, southbound, during
construction to allow residents easier access to businesses
along Park Avenue. The scope of this project includes
the reconstruction and widening of the roadway from
asphalt to concrete curb and gutter, new underground
electrical, on street parking, and enhanced streetscape to
improve aesthetic quality for downtown. The Park Avenue
reconstruction project is the first of three projects to
enhance the City’s Downtown District.

Burd House Exterior Renovation: This project includes
the removal and disposal of lead-based paint materials,
the replacement of rotten wood, the re-glazing of old
window panes, and the preparation of surfaces to be
painted with exterior grade primer and paint to match
the existing color. Currently, crews are continuing to strip
paint off the exterior of the building. As they progress,
they are testing each section for lead-based paint. In
lead-free paint areas, crews are scraping the paint to
expedite the process. The contractor, CDM7, is certified
by the EPA and is a Lead Safe Certified Firm, and their
subcontractor is a Lead Safe Certified Renovator. Both
crews are using HEPA vacuums that collect 90 percent of
the wood and paint being removed. The total project is
expected to take 60 days. As a precaution, the boundless
playground adjacent to the Burd House has been closed
during construction. Construction work is exclusive to the
Burd House building and the basketball court, courtyard,
and pavilion will remain open. Parks Administration
staff members who office inside the building have been
relocated to 144 Park Avenue and will remain there until
the renovation is complete.

Calder Road Reconstruction (ST1002): A final walkthrough was conducted on Monday, May 6 to verify the
completion of the punch list items. Only a few outstanding
items remain, including the installation of mailboxes, which
is anticipated to be complete this week. Before postal
service delivery can be restored to individual addresses,
the mailbox locations will need to be inspected by the
Postmaster. It is anticipated that this will be done next
week.
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Communications Updates
Mondays with Mayor Pat

Every Monday from 12:30 to 12:45 p.m., League City
Mayor Pat Hallisey discusses important City issues and
initiatives, and answers questions Live on the City's
Facebook page. Have something you want to talk about
on Monday’s with Mayor Pat? Email sarah.greerosborne@
leaguecitytx.gov.

LC Local of the Week

Click here to read more about Richard
Heart of League City
What makes up the heart of League City? Its people.
The "Heart of League City" segment highlights our
community's business owners by sharing their unique
stories. This week’s edition features the Pierogi Queen
and owner Ewa Sek. If you know of a local League City
business that should be featured in the “Heart of League
City,” email Communications@Leaguecitytx.gov.

Upcoming Events
May 14: City Council Meeting
May 18: Hurricane Preparedness Fair

Get this week's LC Lowdown

