CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
MAY 17, 2019

LCPD Unveils Digital Billboards
Featuring Recently Identified Victims

T

his week, the League City Police Department
and Clear Channel Outdoor Americas (CCOA)
held a press conference to unveil a new statewide
campaign surrounding the unsolved Calder Road murders
of two women. The campaign will use messages on digital
billboards, donated by CCOA, regarding the murders
of Donna Prudhomme and Audrey Lee Cook, both of
whom were recently identified by the League City Police
Department. The two women are part of the decades-old,
unsolved “Calder Road” murder cases, which include four
female victims whose bodies were discovered along Calder
Road starting in 1983.

“We think it’s important to get this out,” said Lieutenant
Michael Buffington. “We hope these billboards will
generate some tips and hopefully further our investigation.”
Photos of the two recently identified murder victims will be
featured on digital billboard messages that will be shown in
Houston, San Antonio, Dallas, and El Paso. LCPD is hoping
the digital billboard campaign will lead to information
that will help identify suspects in these cases. Cook lived
in the Houston/Channelview area between 1976 and
1985. Prudhomme lived in the Seabrook/Nassau Bay area
between 1988 and 1991.

Flood Awareness Week

Governor Greg Abbott has declared May 20-24, 2019 as "Texas Flood Awareness Week." Texas Flood Awareness Week
(TxFAW) brings awareness to the citizens of Texas of the dangers that flooding can present. Flash flooding is the No. 1
weather-related killer in Texas with more than 50% of all flash flood fatalities nationwide involving vehicles.
League City residents and employees are encouraged to promote flood safety by participating in "Wear Blue
Wednesday" on May 22, 2019, a tradition for the Texas Flood Management Association for the last few years. In addition,
as part of Flood Awareness Week, the City’s website and social media channels will be providing tips as well as highlighting
city resources and services that can mitigate flooding. Stay tuned!
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Hurricane Preparedness Fair
On Saturday, May 18 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., League
City will be hosting our 9th annual League City Hurricane
Preparedness Fair at the Home Depot on Highway 646
at I-45. This family-friendly event will feature games,
giveaways, and most importantly, experts with advice
and tips on how to protect your home and family during
severe weather. All residents are invited to attend.

Public Meeting
The City of League City will be holding an informational meeting
to discuss the proposed Magnolia Creek and Cedar Gully Channel
improvements that were approved in the May 4 Special Election.
The meeting will be held on Thursday, June 13 from 6 to 8:30 p.m. in
the Civic Center Ballroom. The project involves the improvement of
waterway flowing into existing ponds in Westwood an Magnolia Creek
and modifying the culvert on Summer Place to better control flow rates.

Barge Collision Update
Federal, state and local agencies responding to last
Friday’s vessel incident in Bayport, Texas have updated
resources available to the public for persons who may be
concerned regarding potential health impacts from the
incident.
Information from the U.S. Center for Disease Control
regarding the potential health impacts of the product
spilled in Friday’s collision between the tug Voyager and
the 755-foot tanker Genesis River may be accessed at:
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/substances/toxsubstance.
asp?toxid=83
The Texas Poison Control Center may be reached at 800222-1222 and can also respond to citizen questions about
exposure to chemicals.

Residents and others near the water are urged to avoid
contact with water that may have been impacted by the
gasoline blend stock product released from one of two
barges struck by the tanker. That guidance includes:
• Avoiding all visible sheens on the water
• Thoroughly washing any impacted skin with soap and
water
• Staying clear of containment boom on the water and
against the shoreline
For more information, visit https://bayport-response.com
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Ceremony for Pearl Harbor Veteran
A 19-year-old League City sailor who died in the 1941 Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor and whose remains were
recently identified using DNA will be interred at Fairview Cemetery on North Kansas on Saturday, June 1, at 1 p.m.
The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency on Tuesday, April 16 announced that Navy Seaman 2nd Class Richard
J. Thomson of League City was accounted for nearly 77 years after the attack. The City of League City, in conjunction
with The Fairview Cemetery Group and the League City Historical Society, will host a reception after the service at the
League City Recreation Center on 400 West Walker. This reception is open to the public.

Public Works Updates
Water Week Winners

Every year, the City of League City holds a Drinking Water Week Poster and Essay Contest for CCISD students in
grades K-8. The City of League City has set goals for reducing water consumption and has embarked on a program to
promote water conservation awareness throughout our community. This contest is an opportunity for students to show
their artistic talents, win prizes, and help our conservation program by creating a poster that shows the importance of
water in our lives. On Tuesday, May 14, the winners of the contest were recognized by Council for their achievement
and participation. Congratulations to all our talented winners!

Grade K-2nd: 1st place Mallory Wright

Grade 3rd-5th: 1st place: Cailyn Nguyen

Click here to see the rest of the winners
Wastewater Maintenance

Wastewater Staff is performing routine preventative
maintenance on the tertiary filtration system at the
Southwest Water Reclamation Facility. This equipment
thoroughly filters treated wastewater for the removal of
undissolved material from utility, municipal, and industrial
wastewater. Tertiary filtration is also known as “effluent
polishing” for more stringent effluent requirements to
meet current environmental regulations. Treated nonpotable wastewater is being used as a source of water

to promote reclaimed uses, such as irrigation. The reuse
of tertiary wastewater treatment effluent increases water
sustainability in a way that is friendly to the environment.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
National Trails Day

Join us on Saturday, June 1 for our annual National Trails
Day Celebration at the Dr. Ned and Fay Dudney Nature
Center. Residents can explore the outdoors and enjoy
games, giveaways, vendors and free sno-cones! Free
outdoor activities for children will include mini painting
classes, an inflatable slide, inflatable soccer darts and
nature crafts. Parking is limited. A shuttle service will be
provided to and from Clear Creek Community Church at
999 Egret Bay Blvd.

CELEBRATE NATIONAL
TRAILS DAY
Free event with games, giveaways, and activities!
Outdoor activities:

Saturday
June 1
9 to 11 a.m.

Family Health and Fitness Day

Did you know June 8 is National Recreation and Park
Association Family Health and Fitness Day? We want to
know, how do you "Get Fit" with Parks and Recreation?
On Saturday, June 8, the Parks and Recreation
Department will be hosting three free events to
encourage families to go outside and get active:
• 9-11 a.m.: Nature with Kristine at the Dr. Ned and Fay
Dudney Clear Creek Nature Center
• 9-10 a.m.: Fitness in the Park at League Park
• 10-11 a.m. : Fitness in the Park at League Park
Residents who attend any of these events will receive a
free day pass to our City pools.
Can't be there? Then tell us how you "Get Fit"
by using the hashtags #NRPAFamilyFitDay and
#LeagueCityParksRecreation.

Inflatable soccer darts
Free sno cones

Dr. Ned and Fay
Dudney Clear Creek
Nature Center
1220 Egret Bay Blvd.

Nature crafts and activities
Fun giveaways
Free t-shirts for the 200 participants

Vendors will be set
up along the trail.

Park your car at Clear Creek Community Church, 999 Egret Bay Blvd.,
and ride the free shuttle to and from the nature center.

Park Littering

Many League City residents choose to take graduation pictures or celebrate
special occasions at the beautiful Helen’s Gardens and League Park, but recently,
staff members have noticed that these parks are being heavily littered by plastic,
vinyl, confetti, fake flower petals and glitter left behind by patrons. Although these
products take only seconds to throw out, they take a long time to clean up and are
impossible to collect completely. This litter doesn’t biodegrade in the environment,
is dispersed everywhere by the wind and can be harmful to wildlife. Staff is looking
to place signage in the parks for a heightened awareness and purchase backpack
vacuums in an attempt to efficiently collect as much as possible in a timely manner.
Because the removal of these products is costly and requires many hours of
manpower, residents are asked to be mindful and refrain from littering the parks.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
Storm Damages

Staff has been busy repairing damages at the Chester L. Sportsplex caused by last weekend’s storms and strong
winds. The Pony Baseball backstop and dugout suffered from roofing damage, a soccer goal was pulled up from
concrete ground anchors and the athletic field lighting was thrown out of adjustment. Many small issues were repaired
immediately in-house and staff is working diligently for contractor estimates for the larger items that need repairs.
The storm also caused damages to the Countryside park pavilion. Part of the brick retainer wall deteriorated due to the
shear volume of water coming off of the roof in such a short time. Contracted masonry repairs should begin by the end
of next week, but the area has been cleaned up and secured by staff.

Nature Center Planting and Clean-up Event

Participants from the Parks Department and volunteers
with the League City Garden Club teamed up this week
to clean out the Nature Center butterfly gardens for the
summer season. Together, they planted over 50 milkweed,
mulberry, Carolina wolfberry, and coral bean plants in the
butterfly gardens and throughout the rest of the Nature
Center. The plants were donated by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
office in Baytown.

Public Safety Updates
Council Recognizes Detectives

During Tuesday’s Council meeting, Mayor and Council
presented certificates of recognition to members of the
League City Police Department Criminal Investigation
Division who were instrumental in the recent identification of
Audrey Lee Cook and Donna Prudhomme, the two victims
in the Calder Road unsolved murders. We congratulate
and thank Lieutenant Michael Buffington, Detective Recie
Tisdale and Detective Gina Vogel (left to right in picture) for
their tireless work and dedication to identify these victims.
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Public Safety Updates
Home Repair and Entry Ruse Scams

The League City Police Department wants to remind
residents that spring and summer are very active times for
person-to-person scams. Two of the most common scams
perpetrated this time of the year are Home Repair and
Ruse Entry Burglary.
Most people who commit these crimes are career
criminals specializing in these crimes. Targets of home
repair scams are elderly persons outside their homes.
The victim approached by the suspect and offers to do
a home repair or service (driveway seal, tree trimming,
roof repairs). The work done will be partial, substandard
or as simple as pouring a petroleum product on the
driveway to make it look like it has a sealant on it. The
ruse entry (burglary) criminal will select a home, make
contact with the resident and claim to be a utility worker,
City employee or contractor. They will then enter the
home under the ruse of needing to check water pressure,
electricity and pipes, while one suspect keeps the victim
busy, another will steal from the victim.
Protect yourself by never allowing home repairs or
services on the spot. Most reputable businesses will not
go door to door soliciting work. Ask for a business card to
check the reputation of the business and kindly end the
conversation. Never let anyone into your home. Ask them
for a phone number to contact their company to make
sure they are legitimate. For more information on scam
and fraud protection, click on the following Texas Attorney
General's Office link: https://www.texasattorneygeneral.
gov/consumer-protection/common-scams

National Police Week

The League City Police
Department is recognizing
May 12-18 as National Police
Week. In 1962, President John F.
Kennedy signed a proclamation,
which designated May 15 as
Peace Officers Memorial Day
and the week in which that date
falls as Police Week. Currently, tens of thousands of law
enforcement officers from around the world converge on
Washington, DC to participate in a number of planned
events which honor those that have paid the ultimate
sacrifice. In Galveston County, officers and dignitaries
gathered at Dickinson City Hall to pay tribute to fallen
officers across the country. Dickinson Police Chief Ron
Morales emceed the event and former NASA Flight
Director Gene Kranz was the keynote speaker.

Citizen Receives Chief's Coin of Excellence

On April 18, 2019, officers
from the League City
Police Department were
dispatched to an elderly
couple's home for a
disturbance in progress.
The couple's neighbor,
Patricia Quintanilla, gave
aid to an injured elderly
Pictured are Ms. Quintanilla
female by comforting
and Chief Gary Ratliff.
her and reassuring her
that everything would be taken care of, including her
pets. Patricia assisted LCPD officers by calling the family
members of the elderly couple.
For her willingness to help make a chaotic scene more
manageable, Patricia Quintanilla was awarded the League
City Police Department Chief's Coin of Excellence.
The Chief's Coin of Excellence may be awarded at the
discretion of the Chief of Police for or to any member or
citizen who has supported the agency and distinguished
themselves by exceptional service in the performance
of a duty of significant or unusual responsibility, wherein
they have displayed unusual initiative, marked ability, keen
observation, and exceptional energy.
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CIP Updates
Fire Station No. 6 (FR1701): This project will construct
a new Fire Station located with the Southeast Elevated
Water Tower on South Shore Boulevard, south of League
City Parkway. The contractors further progressed in
erecting the steel for the fire station. The steel erecting is
slated to be completed by mid-week of next week and
the CMU will commence next week. The project is on
schedule to be completed in the spring of 2020.

Nature Center Shoreline Rehabilitation Project
(RE1802): This project repairs the shoreline of Clear Creek
at the Nature Center from erosion due to Hurricane
Harvey. Staff has received 60% of the plans for review,
which includes design work recommended by Texas
Parks and Wildlife, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services, and the
Regulatory Branch of the United States Army Corps of
Engineers. Construction is anticipated to be completed in
May 2020.
Asphalt Rehabilitation Package 4 (RE1704): This
project is to rehabilitate approximately 17,853 linear
feet of asphalt roads including: North Michigan Avenue
and Colorado Avenue in the Historic District; with David
Avenue, Illinois Avenue, South Iowa Avenue, South
Kansas Avenue, East Galveston Street, East Wilkins Street,
East Saunders Street, West Wilkins Street, Interurban
Street, and West Saunders Street. City staff has reviewed
and returned plans to the design engineer for final
adjustments prior to advertising for construction bids in
June 2019.

League City Animal Care and Adoption Center
(PD1502): The new facility will be a single-story animal
care and adoption center with approximately 13,000
square feet of floor area located on West Walker Street
west of the Public Safety Building (555 West Walker). This
week the contractor has continued progression on the
building’s masonry wall installation in the dog kennel area
of the facility, installed the roof decking over the front
of the building, started the installation of the duct work
and concrete rough for the electrical and plumbing. The
project is on schedule and anticipated to be completed in
the first quarter of 2020.

Newport Waterline/Sidewalk Replacement Project
(WT1302A): Crews have installed approximately 5,400
feet of the project’s 20,000 feet of water line; including
Newport Boulevard from FM 518 to Fairfield Court
South, including Sunset Court North, Sunset Court South,
Fairfield Court North, and most of Fairfield Court South.
Replacement of approximately 2,200 feet of sidewalk
along Newport Boulevard from Sunset Court North to
Colonial Court North will start in the summer of 2019.
Calder Road Reconstruction (ST1002): Following
an inspection by the Postmaster on Tuesday, it was
determined that some of the mailbox locations needed
to be adjusted. The contractor has begun working on
the adjustments and anticipates a final inspection of
the mailboxes next week, with delivery being restored
to individual addresses to follow shortly afterwards.
The project converted Calder Road from an open ditch
rural roadway to a concrete-curb and gutter enclosed
storm sewer roadway. This roadway travels from I-45
State maintenance at Calder Road and Turner Street
approximately 5,600 feet south to Ervin Street. The new
pavement section is a two-lane concrete roadway with a
continuous bi-directional left-turn lane.
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CIP Updates
SWWRF Blower Replacement Project (WW1802):
The project
scope involves
the replacement
of three failing
aeration blowers
at the Southwest
Water Reclamation
Facility (SWWRF).
The aeration
blowers provide continual support to the machines
that are needed for the wastewater treatment process.
The new blowers were pre-purchased from HowdenRoots last year and arrived on May 1. In March of this
year City Council approved the construction award to
C3 Constructors. C3 has started work and are currently
focused on the electrical work. Construction is anticipated
to be completed in 120 days.

Dickinson Avenue Reconstruction (RE1702C): The
contractor is making great progress installing paving
on Dickinson Ave south of SH96. The majority of the
roadway has been installed between SH96 and FM646
excluding driveways and a few small sections that were
skipped due to required storm water crossings. Traffic
has been permitted on one lane of the new pavement in
anticipation of the driveway tie-ins. We anticipate TxDOT
permit approval for the tie in at FM646 within the next
week. We have had some delays on the north end of
the project with utility relocations related to the outfall
location of the underground storm sewer system. The
contractor has started well-pointing, which is required to
lower the groundwater levels across a localized area. This
is a method to prevent the excavations from collapsing
due to groundwater. The contract, to replace nearly 2.5
miles of asphalt roadway, was started in mid-January and
is expected to be completed by the end of 2019.

Helen Hall Library Updates

Communications Updates

Money Management

Incidents of fraud are on the
rise, and scammers’ tactics are
becoming more complex. The
Helen Hall Library will be hosting
a “Managing Your Money”
presentation on Tuesday, May 28
from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. that will help
give you the information you need
to Outsmart the Scammers.
During the program, presenter
Summer Rose, a financial advisor
with Edward Jones, will discuss how to spot certain red
flags that may indicate a fraudulent encounter, resources
individuals can turn to in the event they or loved ones are
targeted, and steps attendees can take to help protect
themselves and loved ones.

The Line Repair Department is responsible for the repair
and maintenance of water and sanitary sewer lines and
related infrastructure throughout League City. In this
week’s “Your City at Work” video, we give you an inside
look at how the TV Inspection Crew makes sure water and
sanitary sewer infrastructure runs smoothly with the use of
technology and cameras.
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Communications Updates
LC Local of the Week
On Wednesday, May 15, Communications Director Sarah
Greer-Osborne hosted a Facebook Live Lunch and Learn
with Emergency Management Coordinator Ryan Edghill
and Assistant Emergency Management Coordinator
Adam Lee. The topic discussed was hurricane
preparedness and what League City residents can do to
plan for severe weather or emergency situations.

Upcoming Events
Click here to read more about them

Get this week's LC Lowdown

May 18: Hurricane Preparedness Fair
May 27: Memorial Day
June 1: National Trails Day
June 1: Astronomy in the Park

