CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
JUNE 21, 2019

FM 646 Reopening in the Next Few Weeks
The FM-646 bridge was demolished in early March in
order to reconstruct the road where it intersects the Gulf
Freeway. The work is part of a large scale I-45 expansion
project designed to improve mobility for motorists while
reducing congestion and improving safety along this
heavily traveled corridor. When the work is complete,
FM-646 will travel under the Gulf Freeway main lanes.
The reconfiguring of FM 646 and I-45 also includes the
addition of bi-directional access roads and U-turn lanes,
which will improve access to surrounding businesses and
homes plus reduce traffic congestion.
TxDOT has announced that FM 646 will reopen to east/
west traffic in the next two to three weeks, possibly by the
beginning of July. The reconstruction of the roadway was
supposed to last until September, but thankfully it will be
done nearly two months early.

When FM 646 reopens in the next few weeks, there
will still be construction work happening along the Gulf
Freeway main lanes and in the surrounding areas as
construction crews work to widen the stretch of I-45
between FM 518 to FM 517.

I-45 Weekend Closure
Starting at 8 p.m. on Friday, June 21, two northbound and southbound inside lanes on I-45 will be closed for construction
from FM 517 to Hughes Road in Texas City. The lanes will be closed continuously until 5 a.m. on Monday, June 24.
Residents can expect delays in the area throughout the weekend and should take alternate routes if possible.
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July 3 and 4 League City Independence Day Festivities
Residents are invited to celebrate Independence Day at
two of League City’s most popular events of the year.

Exit only
All entrance

Sponsored by

Admission to
the event is FREE.
Public entrance from West
Walker Street only.

July 3 Fireworks Extravaganza
First, we will be kicking off
the holiday a day early
with a July 3 fireworks
show at the Chester L.
Davis Sportsplex. The
League City Fireworks
Extravaganza, sponsored
by AmeriWaste, will run
from 6 to 10 p.m. at the
Chester L. Davis Sportsplex,
located at 1251 League
City Parkway. Admission
to the event is free. The
fireworks extravaganza will
feature a variety of food trucks, live music and entertainment,
inflatables for kids, vendor booths, and a fireworks show
that will start promptly at 9 p.m. Families are encouraged to
bring their lawn chairs and blankets. Coolers are welcome,
but pop-up tents are not allowed. Public parking will be
available at the Sportsplex on a first-come, first-serve basis,
so residents are encouraged to plan accordingly and
arrive early. In addition, complimentary shuttle buses will be
available at Hometown Heroes Park starting at 5 p.m. and
will transport riders to and from the Sportsplex.
The City has created a map for residents for easy access
to parking and all activities available at the event. The
map can be downloaded here.

5:30 pm
• Shuttle opens from Hometown
Heroes Park
5:30 to 8:30 pm
• Andy and the Dreamsicles
performance begins
6:00 to 10:00 pm
• Kid's Zone and Food Trucks open
8:45 pm
• Ceremony begins
9:00 pm
• FIREWORKS!
10:30 pm
• LAST shuttle leave to Hometown
Heroes Park

Face painting
Balloon artist
Lost child tent
First aid tent

VIP
parking

Vendor parking

Those attending are encouraged to
bring lawn chairs or blankets to watch
the fireworks show.

Vendors

Residents who
want to enjoy
the fireworks
display
outside of the
Sportsplex
can follow
along with
the music by
downloading
the SkyWonder
Pyrotechnics
app on their smart phone. The fireworks will also be
carried live on the City’s Facebook page at Facebook.
com/LeagueCityTexas.
July 4 Citizen Appreciation Day
On Thursday, July 4, come share your patriotic spirit with
us as we recognize League City's most valuable asset-our
citizens! The 21st annual League City Citizen Appreciation
Day will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Hometown
Heroes Park, located at 1001 E. League City Parkway. The
free event will feature family-friendly activities, including
a petting zoo, live entertainment, face-painting, and
moonwalks. The Hometown Heroes Pool will be open as
well. League City Council, the Mayor, and City staff will
serve complimentary hot dogs, watermelon, snow cones,
and cotton candy. All residents are invited to attend.
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League City Bike Parade
Participate in this year’s first League City Bike Parade,
and show your patriotic spirit by decorating your tricycle,
bicycle, wagon or stroller in red, white, and blue. The
bike parade will start at noon at Hometown Heroes Park
during the Citizen Appreciation Day event.

Hurricane Harvey Relief Application Fair
The Texas Homeowner Assistance Program offers
qualified homeowners assistance to repair, rehabilitate,
or rebuild homes damaged by Hurricane Harvey.
Residents are invited to attend a Hurricane Harvey
Relief Application Fair on Wednesday, June 26 and/or
Thursday, June 27 from 3 to 7 p.m. at the Johnnie Arolfo
Civic Center, 400 W. Walker. Program representatives
will be available at the fair to help homeowners complete
a program application for assistance and answer any
questions. Applications take approximately 30 minutes
to complete, and homeowners are encouraged to call
1-844-893-8937 to schedule an appointment, and
review the Homeowner Assistance Program Checklist at
recovery.texas.gov/hap prior to attending.

Governor’s Small Business Workshop
Residents can now register for a Governor’s Small Business Workshop
on August 1, which provides rural small business owners and aspiring
entrepreneurs an opportunity to interact with small business resource
providers, such as business lenders, business-oriented non-profits, and
local, regional, state and federal agencies. Small business owners
and entrepreneurs are invited to attend the workshop from 8 a.m. to
noon at the Civic Center to receive interactive, hands-on assistance
from the resource providers, and gather the information needed to
start and strengthen their businesses. To register, click here.
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CIP Updates
3rd Street Ground Storage Tank Rehab (WT1802A): This project is substantially complete. The scope included
the recoating of the interior and exterior, structural repairs and some other operational improvements to the 500,000
gallon storage tank near League Park.
Dickinson Avenue Reconstruction (RE1702C): The contractor has begun driveway work on the south end of the
project. The majority of the roadway has been installed between SH 96 and FM 646, excluding driveways and a
few small sections that were skipped due to required stormwater crossings. Traffic has been permitted on one lane of
the new pavement in anticipation of the driveway tie-ins. There have been some delays on the north end of the project
with utility relocations related to the outfall location of the underground storm sewer system. These issues have been
resolved, and the work on this storm sewer section will begin in the next two weeks when materials arrive. The contract,
to replace nearly 2.5 miles of asphalt roadway, started in mid-January and is expected to be completed in January of
2020.
League City Animal Care and Adoption Center
(PD1502): This week, the contractor is continuing
sheetrock installation in the administration area of the
building, electrical rough-ins for the walls and decks,
topping out the plumbing in walls and overhead, and
started the steel erection bracing for the corridor walls
in the kennel area. They have also covered up HVAC
openings, reworked a utility water main line, started the
concrete masonry walls for the sally port, and completed
the irrigation within the retention pond area. The project is
on schedule and anticipated to be completed in the first
quarter of 2020.
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Status of Current Park and Trails Grant Applications
Within the past 15 months, the City of League City
has applied to Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(TPWD) for three grants, to Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) for two additional grants,
and to the Texas General Land Office Coastal
Management Program (CMP) for an additional
pair of grants. Following is the status of each grant
application:
•An Outdoor Grant application for Bayridge Park
for $300,000, with a project total of $400,000. The
same grant was to build approximately $200,000
of 5K Trail improvements in Hometown Heroes Park,
if funded. The project was not awarded state funds
during the March TPW Commission meeting and
subsequent funding with federal Land and Water
Conservation Fund money was not approved in May.
The Parks and Cultural Services Department and the
Budget and Project Management Department plan to
move ahead with in-house design and development of
a $100,000 set of improvements to the park and look
at other grant opportunities in the future. Community
meetings and design will begin during the third quarter
of 2019.
•A Texas Recreational Trails grant for the
Hometown Heroes Park 5K Loop Trail was not
approved at the May TPW Commission meeting.
The competition from around the state for the limited
Federal grant funds was very intense this year, with
numerous applications including “Rails to Trails”
conversions, a popular source of new trail routes
across the country. The grant would have put
$200,000 in federal funds into the planned loop trail
within the park. The trail budget will now be capped at
a total of $1.2 million. Design development plans by
design firm TBG Partners is moving ahead. Construction
completion is planned for the fourth quarter of 2020.

•A Boating Access Grant for the Highway 270
Boat Ramp Renovation is still pending with TPWD.
This application has been reviewed and ranked, along
with all other applications from around the state, but no
authorization has been signed by the Parks and Wildlife
Director, Carter Smith. It is expected that notice of funding
approval will come within the next week or two. If funded,
repairs to the ramps, bulkheads, piers, and parking will
be carried out with the US Fish and Wildlife Department
pass through grant. A new kayak launch is also in the grant
application and is planned for an embayment of Clear
Creek just west of Highway 270 near the Boat Ramp
access road entrance. The total project cost is $667,000,
with $500,000 to be provided by state grant funds and the
rest by the City of League City.
•Two (2) TxDOT Safe Routes to Schools grants are
for sidewalk improvements to Gilmore Elementary School
and Goforth Elementary School. The projects will provide
safer access for students and will tie into the city’s existing
trail system. TxDOT notified the City of League City on
June 18 that both grant applications will move forward
to detailed applications, due by August 15, with final
notification of funding coming in December 2019. There
is no match required from the City of League City and the
total estimated project costs are $972,500 for Goforth
Elementary School and $565,500 for Gilmore Elementary
School.
The plans for Goforth Elementary School include 5’ concrete
walkways, a pedestrian bridge and a signalized intersection
at Highway 270 and Webster Street.
At Gilmore, access to the elementary school will be provided
via a connecting concrete trail from north side of the school
across a new pedestrian bridge to connect with an existing
trail and the Claremont Connector Trail development
currently being designed by Clark Condon Associates.
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Status of Current Park and Trails Grant Applications
•Two (2) Texas General Land Office (GLO) Coastal Management Program (CMP) grants were submitted on
June 12 for projects along Clear Creek.
A stand-alone project within the Dr. Ned and Fay Dudney Clear Creek Nature Center near the intersection of
Highway 270 and Clear Creek will fund a portion of the restoration of the coastal prairie ecology on an 11-acre
site northwest of the Nature Center parking lot. The area is now almost covered with invasive plant species, including
Chinese Tallow, Trifoliate Orange, Texas Privet and several other trees, shrubs and vines that are not found in coastal
prairie environments. The invasive species have taken over the site within the past 20 years and will be eliminated with
a cut and removal operation later this year. Part of the restoration also includes some spot herbicide treatments to keep
the invasive species from taking over again. Seeding the 11 acres with native grass and wildflower varieties is also part
of the Management Plan to restore the prairie.
The second grant application involves two projects that are part of the Clear Creek Connections Paddle Trail created
in 2012 with the construction of the kayak launches at Lynn Gripon Park at Countryside, at Walter Hall Park, and at
Heritage Park. In 2018, City Council’s Strategic Plan called for the construction of at least three additional kayak
launches along Clear Creek. This grant application seeks to establish a new launch, disabled accessible ramps, and
parking within the Kilgore Park site at Clear Creek, just east of the north end of Kansas Avenue. The grant will also fund
costs not covered by TPWD for the kayak launch planned as part of the Highway 270 Boat Ramp renovation.

Helen Hall Library Updates
Game On for Teens

Drop in at the library to play Nintendo Switch™ games
and entertaining board games like Apples to Apples,
Jenga and more at the Game On for teens program!
Teens in grades 6th-12th can join on Monday, June 24
and Monday, June 29 this summer from 3 to 5 p.m. in
the Library Theater. The Game On program series goes
on throughout the year and is a favorite among teen
participants. There’s even a tournament and some other
competitions from time to time. Teens are encouraged to
be a part of the gaming fun!
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Rotary Club Honors City Employees
Members of the League City Rotary Club recognized
League City Fire Chief Gary Warren and City Manager
John Baumgartner at their June 21 meeting. Chief Warren
received the Paul Harris Fellow Award and Baumgartner
was inducted as an official League City Rotary Club
Member.

Public Works Updates
Sinkhole Repair
Earlier this week, a sinkhole
developed on the roadway
at the intersection of 7th
Street and Cedar Street.
The sinkhole was found to
be caused by a break in
the 8-inch sanitary sewer
main on Cedar Street.
Due to the void caused
by the break, the storm
culverts at the intersection
were compromised and
will need to be removed
to allow for the repair of the sanitary sewer main. At this
time, it is unknown what caused the break in the sanitary
sewer. Crews are excavating to the line to determine
the cause, and make the necessary repairs. The culverts
will be replaced once the sanitary sewer line repair is
completed. Cedar Street will be closed at 7th Street to
traffic both ways until repairs have been completed, but
residents can still access their homes using Linda Lane as
an alternate route.

Hydrant Replacement
The contractor performing flow testing on fire hydrants
reported a hydrant that was not functioning properly
on Gardencrest Lane. Line Repair crews dismantled the
hydrant and found the operating nut to be frozen. The nut
was replaced, and the hydrant was placed back into
service.
Magnolia Creek Desilting
Stormwater crews continue
efforts to de-silt the upper
reaches of Magnolia near
Westover Park. The City’s long
reach excavator is utilized to
efficiently de-silt the expansive
width outfall ditch. The 3000
ft. section is expected to be
complete in two to three weeks.
Meter Box Relocation
This week, Line Repair crews
noticed tree roots had grown
around a meter box on Castle
Beach Court. They relocated
the meter box away from the
tree to prevent any leaks that
may occur in the future. Meter
boxes located too close to
large trees can eventually
cause leaks on both the City’s
lines and the customer's line,
resulting in costly repairs. Residents can request to have
a meter box relocated to prevent leaks from occurring by
contacting the Line Repair Department at 281-554-1390.
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Public Safety Updates
New EMS Paramedic

The League City EMS
Department is welcoming
Lizbeth Cortez, the newest
League City EMS Protocol
Paramedic. “Liz” finished her
Field Training program by
passing a written test and an
oral protocol evaluation. She
put in over 300 hours of time
and treated almost 100 different
patients while participating in the
program. Congratulations and welcome to the team, Liz!

Fire Marshal Training

This week, League City Fire Marshal Tommy Cones
and Deputy Fire Marshal Jeff Allen participated in a
Fire Officer III and IV class hosted by the Webster Fire
Department. This course is designed around classroom
lectures and group interactive exercises to improve
one’s ability to manage a fire service organization. The
Fire Officer III and IV courses emphasize community/
government relations, model planning, budgeting,
human resources, trends and support organizations, and
emergency service delivery.

LCVFD Assists Pearland

On Saturday, June 15, the League City Volunteer Fire
Department responded to a mutual aid request by
the Pearland Fire Department for a house fire on the
2600 block of Sleepy Hollow. League City firefighters
demonstrated teamwork and were able to assist the
Pearland Fire Department by providing their rehab truck
on the scene.

Recruitment Orientation

The League City Police Department will be hosting a
recruitment orientation at 9 a.m. on June 22 in the Field
House at Challenger Columbia Stadium for anyone
interested in becoming a League City police officer. This
is an informal event with no dress code. Attendees will
be given the opportunity to get acquainted with the hiring
process, and ask any questions about becoming an
officer. An optional practice physical assessment test will
also be given. The Civil Service exam will be administered
on July 26. To register for the orientation, click here.
For all questions about becoming an LCPD Officer, visit
www.lcpdjobs.com or call recruiting at 281-554-1900.
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Public Safety Updates
Citizens Police Academy Registration Open and must not
Registration is now open for the Fall 2019 Citizens Police
Academy. The League City Citizens Police Academy is
designed to allow attendees to learn more about the
philosophy, values and the day-to-day operations of the
League City Police Department. The focus is on how and why
members of the department perform their various duties. This
is a great opportunity to learn, explore, and get some handson experience. The next session will be on Thursdays from 6
to 9 p.m. for 15 weeks beginning on August 8.

have any
previous criminal
convictions and
have a valid Texas
Driver’s License.
Applications should
be submitted by
July 9 and can be
downloaded here.

Applicants must work in League City or be a resident
of League City and must be at least 18 years of age.
Applicants must be in good standing in the community

For more information, call Officer Christy Galyean at
281-338-8201 or email christy.galyean@leaguecitytx.
gov.

Parks and Recreation Updates
Crews Help Remove Dead Tree
A resident from the
Countryside North subdivision
on Brookdale called the City
to report a dead tree had
fallen into her backyard from
the TNMP power easement/
City right-of-way and
damaged her fence. Staff
arrived within a few hours
of the initial call, removed
the tree, cleared vegetation
behind her fence, and made
repairs to her fence so that
her dogs could not get out.
Mrs. Gomez was extremely
pleased and even utilized
the “Give a Wow” system to
recognize staff. Great job to
all involved!

New Field Markings

This week, Hometown Heroes
Park Staff measured, installed
and painted new flag football
dimension markings on soccer
fields now that spring soccer
season has ended.

Garden Crews Tackle Overgrown Plants

The gardening crew trimmed Crepe Myrtles at City
and the Library Hall that were drooping from being
over weighted with seasonal blooms and native roses.
Parks staff also tackled the
overgrowth of a variety of
trees, vegetation and vines
encroaching on the Bay
Area Boulevard roadway
bridge from the Magnolia
Creek drainage easement.
They completed the job
over a couple of days and
results have made a huge
difference. The road has
been cleared and there
is now plenty of room for
roadside pedestrian traffic.
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Communications Updates
Heart of League City

Mulching doesn’t always have to be difficult. In this week’s
new Smart Landscaping series, League City Arborist gives
residents helpful tips for mulching the correct way.

State of the Bay

League City Mayor Pat Hallisey,
City Manager John Baumgartner,
Councilmember Larry Millican, and
other City staff joined more than
70 community leaders and tourism
representatives at the annual State of
the Bay presentation. The event, held
at the South Shore Harbour Resort,
highlights the partnership between
League City, Kemah, Nassau Bay,
and Seabrook in spreading the
word about the Bay Area Houston Convention & Visitors
Bureau's efforts to attract the leisure tourism markets to our
communities.

City Matters

The Summer 2019 print edition of City Matters has been
mailed out to over 38,000 League City households.
If you’re looking to pick up an extra copy, they will be
available at City Hall, the library and Hometown Heroes
Park.
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Communications Updates
Mondays with Mayor Pat

LC Local of the Week

Every Monday from 12:30 to 12:45 p.m., League City
Mayor Pat Hallisey discusses important City issues
and initiatives, and answers questions Live on the
City's Facebook page. Have something you want to
talk about on Mondays with Mayor Pat? Email sarah.
greerosborne@leaguecitytx.gov.

Click here to read more about them

Events and Meetings
Get this week's LC Lowdown

June 21:
Family Fun Night “Dive-in Movie”
June 22 :
LCPD Info Meeting for Interested Candidates
June 25 :
Council Meeting
Scholastic Summer Tutoring
June 26 :
LCPD Civil Service Exam

