CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
JULY 19, 2019

Citizens Invited to Provide Comments
Regarding Grand Parkway
The TxDOT Commission is proposing to remove proposed
Segments B-D of the Grand Parkway, from north of I-69
in Sugar Land to I-45 in League City, from TxDOT’s 2020
Unified Transportation Program (UTP). The UTP is TxDOT’s
10-year plan to guide transportation development for future
construction projects and related activities. Click here to read
more about the UTP.
The League City Council approved a resolution on July 9
requesting that the Texas Transportation Commission take
action to include “Segment B” of State Highway 99 (Grand
Parkway) in the 2020 Unified Transportation Plan, and take
action to complete the traffic revenue study, land acquisition,
design, and construction activities. Click here to see the
resolution.
Citizens are invited to provide public comment on this subject
until August 12 by mail, online, or at a public hearing.
By mail:
Print this comment form and mail it to: 		
TxDOT
Attention: Peter Smith
P.O. Box 149217
Austin, Texas 78714-9217
Online:
Submit a comment online at www.txdot.gov/contact-us/
form.html?id=utp-email

Public hearing: August 6, 2019 at 10 p.m.
ENV Conference Room
118 E. Riverside Drive
Austin, Texas 78704
For more information, please refer to TxDOT’s 2020 UTP
Presentation (see slide No. 22), Draft 2020 UTP Toll Deauthorization, and the webpage for TxDOT’s UTP - Public
Involvement.
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League City Recognized as Scenic City
League City has received the 2019 Certified Scenic City Award from Scenic Texas,
a nonprofit group that works to enhance the beauty of the state’s cities, especially for
travelers. The recognition is part of the group’s Scenic City Certification Program, a
nationally recognized model that provides communities with guidelines to design and
develop public roads and spaces. League City received a gold ranking and will be
recognized at the Texas Municipal League’s annual conference Oct. 10 in San Antonio.

First Budget Work Session July 22
Over the next several weeks, the League City Council
will be reviewing the proposed Fiscal Year 2020 budget
at a series of public work sessions. The first work session
is Monday, July 22 at 6 p.m. at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic
Center. Click here for more information on the proposed
FY 2020 budget.

Click here to download the flyer

Nature Center Closed July 22 and 23 for Invasive Tree Removal
The City of League City, with the assistance of the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department, is working to recreate an
11.2-acre coastal prairie in an area at the Dr. Ned and
Fay Dudney Clear Creek Nature Center, which has been
overtaken by invasive Chinese Tallow trees over the past
decade. The initial tree removal will take upwards of 90
days and the Nature Center will be temporarily closed on
Monday, July 22 and Tuesday, July 23. The nature center
originally had an existing coastal prairie, but without proper
maintenance, the invasive plants have taken over. This
project will remove the invasive species and clear the land
to make way for the coastal prairie. With the invasive trees
removed, hydro seeding of a native coastal prairie blend
will follow. The complete prairie restoration process will
expand over several years.

Once complete, it will be a thriving native habitat for the
birds and animals of the area. For more information on the
project, watch the video below, and check out the CIP
updates section of this City Manager’s Update.
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Governor’s Small Business Workshop August 1
Space is still available for League City residents to register
for the Governor’s Small Business Workshop on August 1
from 8 a.m. to noon at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center. The
workshop provides small business owners and aspiring
entrepreneurs an opportunity to interact with small business
resource providers, such as business lenders, businessoriented nonprofits, and local, regional, state and federal
agencies. Small business owners and entrepreneurs are
invited to attend the workshop to receive interactive, handson assistance from resource providers, and gather the
information needed to start and strengthen their businesses.
To register, click here.

Residents Encouraged to Review Revised FEMA Flood Insurance Maps
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is formally revising the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) within
Harris and Galveston Counties. This may affect the floodplain designation of your property within League City. The new
maps will become effective on August 15, 2019. For League City, this revision means that approximately 10,674 acres
and approximately 3,730 homes will be located within FEMA’s Special Flood Hazard Area (commonly known as the
100-year floodplain). The revision also has approximately 6,420 acres and approximately 7,378 homes located with the
0.2% Zone (formerly called the 500-year floodplain). Click here to review the new maps and learn more information.

Hurricane Harvey CDB-DR Project Applications
Members of the public are encouraged to review League City’s applications for projects to receive funding through the
Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) as a result of the devastating effects of Hurricane
Harvey. The Texas General Land Office (GLO) directed the local Councils of Governments (COG) to create Methods
of Distribution (MODs) based on the unmet needs and overall damages in each region. The Houston-Galveston Area
Council (H-GAC) created the MOD for League City, and the City’s priority for this funding is drainage projects to prevent
future flood events. The City is required to make the project applications public for a minimum of 30 days. Click here to
view the project applications and find information on how to provide a public comment on any of the projects.
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Public Works Updates
Highway 3 Booster Pump Station

On Saturday, July 13, a major
water leak was reported at
the South Highway 3 Booster
Pump Station. Staff from the
Water Production Department
immediately shut down the
station and enacted an
emergency bypass line to keep
water flowing to the City. Once
conditions were stable, crews
isolated the leak and put the
station back online. The source of the leak was found to
be the failure of a 90-degree bend fitting on an 8-inch
fire hydrant lead. Line repair crews were mobilized the
following day and were able to reinstall the fitting with
additional restraints to prevent it from future failures. The fire
hydrant lead was placed back in service.

Meter Box Assistance

This week, meter
technicians in the Utility
Billing Department
requested assistance in
raising a meter box at
2718 Mockingbird Lane.
The meter was encased
within the concrete
driveway of the residence
and required saw cutting
and removal of a portion
of the driveway. Line
repair crews removed the section of concrete, replaced
the concrete meter box with a cast iron meter box, and
reconnected the water service. The removed section of
the driveway will be replaced by the Street Department’s
concrete crew.

CIP Updates
League City Animal Care and Adoption Center (CIP# PD1502): This week, the contractor continued drywall
installation and started to insulate the interior walls. The brick installation in the sally port area is nearly complete and now
the roof hatch is being erected. The formwork and rebar have been placed in preparation of the pouring of concrete for
the new sidewalks, which will surround the exterior animal exercise yards. New electrical conduit and HVAC have been
installed in the building, and the wire for the data, fire, and power lines are being installed. The project is on schedule and
anticipated to be completed in the first quarter of 2020.
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CIP Updates
Downtown Plan - Park Avenue Reconstruction (CIP#
ED1503): This project involves the reconstruction of Park
Avenue from Wilkins Street to East Main Street. The work at
the site includes installing a new 24-inch storm sewer with
inlets and manholes; a new fire hydrant; removing existing
asphalt pavement and installing concrete pavement with
curb; implementing parallel and angled on-street parking;
new sidewalks, pavers, streetscape items; and relocating
power utilities. This week, the contractor started installing
the new storm sewer line and manholes along the north
side of the roadway. Both Frontier and Comcast have
completed the installation of their underground lines. Over
the next week, an electrical contractor will start installing
underground conduit to prep for making new electrical tieins from the pad mounted transformers to all of the private
businesses along the roadway. Traffic will remain one-way
in the southbound direction as work progresses on the
northside of the roadway. The project is anticipated to be
completed by September 2019.

Burd House Exterior Renovations Project (PK1801B):
Crews have finished exterior renovations that included
repainting the exterior siding and trim, refinishing exterior
doors, replacing deteriorated wood, re-glazing windows,
and resurfacing porch decks. Safety fencing is scheduled
to be removed next week and staff from the Parks
Department will be moved back into the building in the
next few weeks. Construction crews will be performing
some final touches to the building that will not interfere with
resuming normal operations at the park.

Newport Waterline and Sidewalk Replacement Project
(WT1302A): Crews are
finishing up the boring of a
waterline from Williamsburg
Court South to Williamsburg
Court North. Work will
continue along Colonial
Court and Cambridge Court.
When crews finish a section
and it passes the required
bacteria tests, they then
perform a final clean-up and
place sod at the digging
area. A second team has
started replacing approximately 2,200 feet of sidewalk
starting at the north end of Newport Boulevard. During
sidewalk replacement, esplanade repairs will also take
place. The sidewalk replacement is scheduled to take
four weeks depending on weather. The total project is
scheduled to be completed in November 2019.

Asphalt Street Rehabilitation Package 4 (RE1704):
The bid opening for this project is scheduled for July 23 at
2 pm. This project is anticipated to be a combination of
full depth reclamation and surface overlay to rehabilitate
approximately 17,853 linear feet of asphalt roads
including: North Michigan Avenue and Colorado Avenue
in the Historic District, along with David Avenue, Illinois
Avenue, South Iowa Avenue, South Kansas Avenue, East
Galveston Street, East Wilkins Street, East Saunders Street,
West Wilkins Street, Interurban Street, and West Saunders
Street.
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CIP Updates
Land Clearing Services of Various Locations
(CIP# PK1909): This
project involves the land
clearing of two sites
totaling approximately
21 acres. Site 1 is an
approximate 11.2-acre
tract of land located at the
Dr. Ned and Fay Dudney
Clear Creek Nature
Center Park. Invasive
tallow trees are being
removed at this site to help
prairie restoration at the
nature park. Site 2 is an
approximate 10.3-acre
tract of land located near
a Clear Creek ISD school
off FM 518 and FM 2094.
This site is being cleared
for future use by CCISD.
The contractor, Carter
Excavating and Land Clearing, mobilized last week and
started the clearing efforts for site 1 and has cleared
nearly 40 percent of the site. Construction notice: The
Nature Center Park will be closed to public access on
Monday, July 22 and Tuesday, July 23, due to clearing
scheduled to occur along the trail route. The clearing at
both sites is anticipated to be completed by October
2019, however, the prairie restoration will expand over
several years.

Fire Station No. 6 (FR1701): The A/C duct work is
being installed and is projected to be completed by next
week. Waterproofing
of the exterior building is
scheduled for completion
next week, weather
permitting. The masonry
contractor is installing
the exterior concrete
masonry units (CMU
blocks) on the third floor
and installation of the interior hollow metal studs is slated
to begin. The completion of the new fire station near the
intersection of League City Parkway and South Shore
Boulevard is on schedule to be completed in the spring of
2020.
South Shore Harbor Fire Station No. 6 Median Cut
(ST1912): The median
cut project will provide
fire truck entry and exit to
Fire Station #6. As part
of this project, there will
be signal lights that will
notify oncoming traffic to
stop so that trucks may
exit the fire station safely
in emergency situations.
Texas New Mexico
Power (TNMP) began
relocating the light poles this week in preparation of the
median cut.
Calder Road Reconstruction (ST1002): The new mailbox
assemblies have been delivered to the contractor and they
are scheduled to remove the old mailbox assemblies and
complete installation of the new ones by Saturday. The City
is currently coordinating with the Postal Service to arrange
for the final inspection, with the hope that service will be
restored to individual mailboxes by the end of next week.
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Parks and Grants Updates
Kayak Launch Plans Move Forward

existing boat ramp, but the launch is now planned for an
embayment of Clear Creek just west of Highway 270 near
the boat ramp’s access road entrance. From discussions
with TPWD, if the boat ramp project is funded, the
relocated kayak launch should remain a part of the project.
The City could receive notice on grant funding on the boat
ramp and kayak launch very soon. The total project cost
is $667,000, with $500,000 to be provided by state
grant funds and the rest by the City of League City. Due to
the relocation of this kayak launch, additional surveying
and design is now anticipated as well as some additional
construction cost to provide parking, a trail, a handicapped
access ramp, and other amenities. The CMP grant is
requesting additional funds to cover the development costs
not covered by TPWD.

A new kayak launch is also a part of the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Boating Access grant
application for renovation of the Highway 270 boat
ramp. The kayak launch was going to be located near the

The final kayak launch of the three included in the 2018
Strategic Plan could possibly be located near the extension
of Landing Boulevard and Myrtle Park. That kayak launch
may also be funded with one of the two grant programs
mentioned above.

The Clear Creek Connections Paddle Trail was created in
2012 with the construction of the kayak launches at Lynn
Gripon Park at Countryside, at Walter Hall Park, and
at Heritage Park. In 2018, City Council’s Strategic Plan
called for the construction of at least three additional kayak
launches along Clear Creek. Currently the City of League
City is pursuing the development of two of those launches
with grant funding requests to the State of Texas. One grant
application to the Texas General Land Office Coastal
Management Program (CMP) seeks to establish a new
launch, disabled accessible ramps, and parking within the
Kilgore Park site at Clear Creek, just east of the north end
of Kansas Avenue. In early August, the City will know if the
CMP grant application will move forward.

Helen Hall Library Updates
Apollo Mission Control Restoration

Sandra J. Tetley, a Historic Preservation Officer at the
NASA Johnson Space Center, will speak about the Apollo
Mission Control Restoration Project on Thursday, July 25.
This program will take place in the evening from 7:15
to 8:15 p.m. in the Helen Hall Library’s theater. Mission
Control monitored 9 Gemini missions, all Apollo Moon
missions, and 21 space shuttle missions. Missions included
the flight of Apollo 11 that first landed men on the moon
and the Apollo 13 mission that famously experienced an
in-flight emergency.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
Sportsplex Hosting Inaugural Wilfork's
Rings and Ribs This Weekend

players will receive a
commemorative ring
and be presented
with Wilfork’s “worldfamous” ribs at postgame championship
ceremonies at
home plate. Entry
and parking for the
tournament at the
Sportsplex is free. Food
trucks will be on-site
to provide a variety
of food offerings. For
complete tournament
information, visit www.VisitLeagueCity.com/267/WilforksRings-Ribs-Summer-Classic.

Park Operations

Staff worked with a contractor this week to trim back all
the Gulf Coast Muhly Grass planted in the medians of
Highway 3, because the plants were creating “line of site”
issues for traffic in front of Water Hall Park. The grass has
not yet reached maturity and will continue to plume until
fall. Staff is making recommendations on possible specimen
changes and is also obtaining replacement estimates for
the smaller dwarf Fountain Grass planted in the Highway 3
medians that succumbed to an overly wet winter.

Former New England Patriot and Houston Texans star
Vince Wilfork is combining two of his post-NFL passions—
BBQ and youth baseball—to host the Inaugural Wilfork
Rings & Ribs Summer Classic on July 20 and 21 at League
City’s Chester L. Davis Sportsplex. Wilfork, who earned
two Super Bowl rings (2004, 2014) with the Patriots
during his 13-year NFL career, has built a post-football
reputation as an exalted pitmaster known for his barbecue
ribs and his humorous Kingsford charcoal ads. His love of
baseball stems from his and his wife Bianca’s participation
and enjoyment in their two sons’ baseball experiences.
By putting all three of these elements together, Wilfork
has created a unique baseball tournament for 9U, 10U,
11U, and 12U youth in which the championship winning

Staff are performing the annual “battle of algae” in the
pond at League Park due to increased temperatures, lack
of rainfall aeration, and a buildup of organic materials
over the years from all the oak tree leaves, as well as
over feeding of the turtles people keep “rescuing” or
putting in the pond. Staff continue to relocate the turtles
to Clear Creek and the pond at Heritage Park/Butler
Longhorn Museum, both of which can support the animals
in a natural environment. With the pond scheduled for
removal in the upcoming renovations of League Park, the
Parks Department has been trying to spread the word to
deter people from putting any more turtles in the pond.
The turtles carry algae on their backs and spread it in the
water. Currently staff is pumping out and adding water and
cycling algaecide applications with beneficial bacteria
treatments to battle the annual summertime algae issue.
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Public Safety Updates
Paws and Claws Adopt-A-Thon This
Weekend

Help us empty the League City Animal Shelter at our
annual Paws and Claws Adopt-a-thon on July 20 and 21.
In addition to $20 pet adoptions, there will be low cost
vaccinations and microchipping, along with vendors, food,
and a silent auction.

Firefighter Training

The League City Volunteer Fire Department is hosting
two days of training on July 20 and 21 with renowned
firefighting instructor Steve Prziborowski of Code 3 Fire
training. The free training is available for any League City
volunteer firefighter.

Recruitment Night At LCPD

Monica Millican, with the Friends of the League City
Animal Shelter, joined Communications Specialist
Nora Garcia to promote Paws and Claws on this
week’s Facebook Live “Lunch and Learn.”

Communications Updates
50th Anniversary of Moon Landing

As part of the upcoming 50th anniversary of the Apollo
11 moon landing, the League City Communications
Department is sharing inspiring stories about people who
played a role in the historic event. For Kelly Williamson,
public information officer for the League City Police
Department, the anniversary is especially significant
because it brings back memories of his late father, who was
a former photographer for NASA. Click here to learn more.

The League City Police Department will be hosting an open
house, recruitment event on Wednesday, July 24 at 6:30
p.m. at the League City Public Safety Building. The event
is informal, and those who are thinking about a career in
law enforcement will be introduced to the LCPD recruitment
team and will be able to ask questions. Following the Q&A
session, attendees can either take a tour of the station
or take a practice physical assessment test, which is the
same as the official test given after the civil service exam.
For those who wish to take the practice test, there will be
another station tour afterwards . Click here to register.
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LC Local of the Week

CVB Hosts “Familiarization Tour”

The League City Convention & Visitors Bureau, in
partnership with the Bay Area Houston Convention &
Visitors Bureau, hosted a "familiarization tour" for cruise
tour planners on Saturday, July 13, as part of a Cruise Line
International Association’s (CLIA) training seminar held on
Galveston Island. The training session, which was held at
Galveston’s Moody Gardens, attracted more than 150
registrants from 14 states, including a few from California,
Oregon, Illinois, Ohio, and Florida. League City used
the opportunity to connect and educate cruise industry
representatives about the affordable lodging and numerous
entertainment options available for the clients in League
City and the Bay Area Houston region, which is just a short
25-minute drive to the Port of Galveston. Participants were
greeted with a reception at the Butler Longhorn Museum
before embarking on a bus tour of the area featuring a
photo stop at Space Center Houston’s Independence
Plaza, a drive through of the Kemah Lighthouse District and
Boardwalk, and dinner at Opus Bistro and Steakhouse
located at South Shore Harbour Resort.

Click here to read more about Monica

Events and Meetings

Business Expo and Home and Garden Show

Join the League City Water, Police, Fire and Communications
Departments at the 2019 League City Regional Chamber of
Commerce Business Expo and Home and Garden Show.
The free event is open to everyone and features vendor
booths, raffles, and a home and garden show.

July 20 and 21: Paws and Claws
July 22: FY 2020 Budget Work Session
July 23: Council Meeting
July 25: Business Expo and Home and Garden Show
The History Club: Apollo Mission Control
Restoration

Get this week's LC Lowdown

