CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
AUGUST 23, 2019

Utility Billing Schedule Back on Track
League City Utility Billing customers should be aware that
as of August, all billing cycles are back up to date, and
water bills have been sent out in a timely manner. Residents
who receive their bill with a past due balance should note
that their May bill may still be unpaid. Due to the previous
conversion, May bills were not drafted electronically
and must be paid manually. League City Utility Billing
staff can assist customers with any concerns or questions
they may have and can help residents pay any outstanding
charges. Customers can call Utility Billing at 281-5541335 or stop by in person at City Hall from 7:30 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday and Friday from
7:30 a.m. to noon. Customers can also email UBService@
leaguecitytx.gov.
As a reminder, water consumption is generally higher
during the summer due to watering of lawns, pools, and
gardens. This may result in a higher than normal water bill.
All League City residents are encouraged to register for
the City’s Water Usage Tracker to monitor the amount of

water they use. By creating a free account, users are able
to set alerts, compare their usage versus rainfall, download
their data, and compare usage with previous billing
periods. Customers currently signed up for the tracker,
must re-register using their new utility account number and
customer number (CID) located on their monthly bill. For
assistance with signing up for the Water Usage Tracker,
please call Utility Billing at 281-554-1335.
This week, Director of Finance Kristine Polian spoke
about the updates in the Utility Billing department during
this week’s Facebook Live “Lunch and Learn” with
Communications Coordinator Nora Garcia.
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Emergency Management Training
On September 25 and 26, Galveston County, along with the National Center for Biomedical Research and Training,
and the Academy of Counter-Terrorist Education from LSU and A&M, will host a Critical Decision Making for Complex
Coordinated Attacks training in League City. Staff with League City’s Emergency Management, Police, Fire, and EMS
Departments in conjunction with county agencies will attend the two-day training, which aims to train responders how
to use intuitive skills such as observation, analysis, anticipation, and awareness to recognize the possibility of an attack.
The training will also help responders learn how to handle multiple incidents of an extreme magnitude that inundate
resources, exceed conventional tactics and strategies, and may require a joint response involving members from
multiple disciplines and jurisdictions.

Ghirardi House Renovations
Thanks to an outpouring of support from City employees,
residents and businesses, League City crews began
moving forward on the rehabilitation of the historic
Ghirardi House as part of a long-range vision by City
leaders and community historical representatives to
create a heritage display to complement the Butler
Longhorn Museum.
This week, City crews and local contractors have
worked side-by-side with material support from Cervelle
Homes to complete the rehabilitation of the front porch,
reconstruction of the back porch, and the installation of
new exterior doors. Other businesses and more than 35
families have pledged donations of supplies and funding
to help complete the project, including HomeTown
Bank of League City, Sherwin-Williams, Dannenbaum
Engineering, and other donors who wish to remain
anonymous.

The Ghirardi House, a two-bedroom, 1,100 square-foot
home, which dates back to at least 1918 is representative
of League City’s original 12 Italian families. The vision for
the facility is that once rehabilitation work is complete,
curators at the Butler Longhorn Museum will transform
the house into a museum showcasing historical artifacts
representing League City’s Italian heritage.

Public Works Updates
Bark Lice

Summer through early fall is bark lice season. During this time, the City receives
many calls from concerned property owners about a fine webbing covering their
trees’ trunk and limbs; sometimes, it’s shocking to see the whole tree covered almost
“overnight.” Bark lice are, despite their name, “good guys” in the tree world. These
tiny mites, about 1/8 inch in size, spin a fine webbing to protect themselves as they
do very important work—cleaning fungus, lichens, and other debris from grooves in
tree bark. As fall sets in, the bark lice webbing will disappear and, if you’re lucky,
they’ll be back next year! For more information on bark lice, check out this article from
Texas A&M Forest Service.
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Public Works Updates
Switchgear Maintenance

The City of League
City maintains
and operates
many switchgears
throughout the City,
and the Wastewater
Department alone
operates 18
automatic/manual
switchgears. These
switches allow
the department to
safely transfer to generator power in case the service is
interrupted or fails so wastewater treatment continues
with minimal disruption. Maintaining the switchgears is
very critical during inclement weather or sunny, hot days
where the power grid is overloaded with demand. The
switchgears at the treatment facilities are large and very
complex and controlled through a programmable logic
controller known as PLCs. In addition, there are 74 lift
stations throughout the City that have manual switches
or standby for generators. Hardware for these switches
must be maintained and are exercised regularly. These
are control pumps and possibly odor control systems.
The lift stations with the standby generators are equipped
with supervisory control and data acquisition known as
SCADA.

Generator Repairs

This week, water
production personnel,
along with outside
contractors replaced
the base card and
display board to the
standby generator
at South Highway 3
Booster Pump Station.
The generator was not functioning properly during routine
maintenance exercising activities, and the issue was soon
traced back to the base card and display board. These
repairs are important to ensure the generator is a reliable
back up power source to the City's main pump station in
the event of a utility power loss.

Drainage Maintenance

Stormwater crews are continuing their busy summer
drainage maintenance efforts. Crews are currently
working on clearing the interceptor ditch near Oaks
of Clear Creek and East Gum Bayou outfall near
Whispering Lakes.

Fleet Update

League City Fleet is an internal service fund division
that provides City departments with safe and reliable
transportation and related support services. Last month,
Fleet staff performed 325 repair orders consisting of nine
state inspections, three recalls, 96 routine preventive
maintenance jobs, and 217 nonscheduled repairs.

Vegetation Management

Public Works crews have been working on multiple
roadways trimming vegetation that encroaches onto
the local roads and bridges throughout the City. This
time of year, trees and brush along some of the City’s
less developed thoroughfares grow quickly to a point
where they reach into roadway right of ways. This routine
trimming helps with visibility of signs at intersections so
drivers can better see oncoming traffic.
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CIP Updates
Fire Station No. 6 (FR1701): The masonry contractor is
continuing installation of the stone and brick. The masonry
is slated to be completed within the next few weeks,
weather permitting. Framework is 95 percent complete.
The completion of the new fire station near the intersection
of League City Parkway and South Shore Boulevard is on
schedule to be completed in the spring of 2020.

Turner/Butler Reconstruction Project (ST1501): This
project is to design and construct improvements to Turner
Road from Calder to Butler, the intersection at Turner
and Butler, and improvements to Butler Road from Turner
to League City Parkway. These improvements include
the widening of Turner to three lanes to match the lane
configuration of Calder, the installation of a roundabout
at the intersection of Turner and Butler to improve
intersection efficiency, and widen Butler to provide for an
improved lane configuration to assist traffic movement at
the intersection of Butler and League City Parkway. Rightof-way is secured, and the project is scheduled to receive
bids in September.
24-inch Waterline Relocation (League City Parkway)
(WT1602): This project is in place to relocate the 24-inch
waterline along League City Parkway (SH96) that runs
along the bank of Gay's Pond (just east of the Walker
Street intersection). The section between Meadowlark
Lane and Leisure Lane will be shifted to the south side of
SH96 to prevent future failure due to an encroaching
shoreline caused by erosion. This project is scheduled to
receive bids in September.

League City Animal Care and Adoption Center
(PD1502): This week, the contractor has poured concrete
for the building’s extended “Catio” foundation and the
buildings perimeter sidewalk walkways, started painting
the interior walls, installed additional perimeter chain
link fence, installed canopies over window openings
and walking paths, and installed new light poles. The
contractor has also continued with the building’s insulation
and electrical wiring for the building's lighting and access
points. The project is on schedule and anticipated to be
completed in the first quarter of 2020.

SWWRF Blower Replacement Project (WW1802): The
project scope involves the replacement of three failing
aeration blowers at the Southwest Water Reclamation
Facility (SWWRF). The aeration blowers provide continual
support to the machines that are needed for the wastewater
treatment process. The blowers were pre-purchased by the
City in May 2018 due to the long lead time for delivery;
and the blowers arrived on May 1, 2019. In March of
this year, Council approved the construction award to C3
Constructors. The first two blowers will be brought on line
August 28, 2019 with the final third blower scheduled to
be brought on line in September.
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CIP Updates
Newport Waterline and Sidewalk Replacement Project (WT1302A): The Waterline crew is finishing up work
along Savanna Court and planning to start next week on Colonial Court North and Colonial Court South for the next
couple of weeks. This work is part of the replacement of approximately 20,000 linear feet of aged and deteriorated
waterlines. When the crew installs a section of waterline, they must pass pressure and bacteria tests before the City
signs off on each section. While crews are waiting for bacteria tests to come back, to maximize efficiency, they will
move to the next section and start boring the new waterline. This crew will return and address site grading and sod
once they receive passing bacteria tests. The sidewalk crew is continuing to progress along Newport Boulevard
replacing approximately 2,200 feet of sidewalk to comply with current ADA standards. In areas where the new
sidewalk ends up on a different elevation than the surrounding area, the ground will be graded and sod installed. The
areas between the new sidewalk and the curb will also be finished out with sod. Project is on schedule for completion
in September 2019.

Park and Trails Grant Applications Updates
Two final Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
Safe Routes To Schools (SRTS) grants were submitted on
August 15. The grants are for the design and construction
of sidewalk improvements for Gilmore Elementary School
and Goforth Elementary School. The City of League City
expects to hear from TxDOT about the grant funding
before the end of December 2019. There is no match
required from the City, and the total estimated project
costs are $1,182,150 for Goforth Elementary School and
$761,089 for Gilmore Elementary School.
The projects will provide safer school routes for students
and will tie into the City’s existing trail system, connecting
to existing trails and sidewalks. Each project will also
include a pedestrian bridge over a large drainage ditch
that hampers access. TxDOT had previously notified
the City of League City on June 18 that both grant
applications were approved to move forward to these
final, detailed applications.

Clear Creek Independent School District worked closely
with the City in selection of the sites and provided
information that was crucial to explaining the need for the
new walkways to TxDOT. Kimley-Horn and Associates,
Engineers, are the City’s consultant on this project.
They are working with staff members to provide maps,
estimates, forms and details required by TxDOT for both
the preliminary application and this final application.
The plans for Goforth Elementary School include 5-foot
concrete walkways within the right-of-way of Webster
Street and a pedestrian bridge, and a signalized
intersection at Highway 270 and Webster Street.
At Gilmore, access to the elementary school will be
provided via a connecting concrete trail from the north
side of the school across a new pedestrian bridge to
connect with the existing Magnolia Creek Trail and
the new Claremont Connector Trail currently nearing
construction.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
Clear Creek Paddle Race

Over 60 people brought their kayaks and paddleboards
to Lynn Gripon Park this past weekend to participate in
our annual Clear Creek Paddle Race. What a great way
to explore the outdoors and enjoy nature! Thank you to
everyone who attended!

Astronomy in the Park September 7

Join us at Rustic Oaks Park on Saturday, September 7 for
a free and fun evening of amateur astronomy. Families
and children of all ages can learn about different stars,
planets, and the moon from 7 to 9:30 p.m., rain or shine.
Participants are welcome to bring their own telescopes or
use the ones provided.

Indoor Volleyball Registration Open

The Parks and Recreation Department is currently
taking registration for indoor volleyball, ages 10 to 17.
Participants will practice one night during the week at
Hometown Heroes Park and play games on Saturday
mornings. The registration fee is $75 for League City
residents and $112.50 for non-residents. Practices and
games begin in September. For more information, please
contact Tara Dahl-Campbell at 281-554-1180, or by
email at tara.dahlcampbell@leaguecitytx.gov.

Library Updates
Teen Book Box

From September to November, the Teen Services Department
at Helen Hall Library is offering a fun new option for teens
between the ages of 12 and 18. For those who love coming to
the library but who don’t have the time to browse for a good
book, we present the Teen Book Box. The box will include
treats and a book carefully selected for each individual. All
participants need to do is fill out a registration online and make sure they have a library card. The boxes will come on a
monthly basis. Participants will be notified via e-mail when their Teen Book Box is ready. They will have one week from
the day they are notified to pick up their box. Teen Book Boxes will be located below the new Books Collection in the
Teen Room (second floor). Sign up today to receive your personalized Teen Book Box.
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Library Updates
Library Improvements

What's new at the Helen Hall Library? Rocks! A volunteer
at the library’s bookstore suggested placing rocks on
either side of the library entryway in place of the existing
bare dirt, where plants cannot grow. The rocks were
installed this week and the results make for a much nicer
entryway. This improvement was paid for by profits from
the Library’s used bookstore.

Book Club

Public Safety Updates
Candidate Oral Boards

This week, the League City Police Department has been conducting oral boards for candidates applying to become
police officers. Up to 10 candidates have been interviewed each day as part of the hiring process. Candidates who
pass their oral boards will be contacted next week and will move to the background check phase.

LCPA Fundraiser

Monday, August 26 is League City Pets Alive Pizza
Night! Order from Marco's Pizza at 1940 West League
City Parkway anytime during business hours and mention
"Pets Alive" when placing your order. That day, 15% of all
"Pets Alive” orders will be donated to League City Pets
Alive. To order online, look for fundraisers, "Pets Alive" to
apply to your online order.
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LC Local of the Week

The Life and Legacy of Alexander Winfield

The history of League City has been shaped by many
influential people and early settlers, including Alexander
Winfield and his family, who arrived in League City in the
early 1900’s.The Winfields were one of the first AfricanAmerican families to settle in League City along a 40acre tract of land that is now Hobbs Road. To this day,
several members of the Winfield family continue to live
along the road. Learn more about the Winfield family’s
unique story by watching an in-depth video put together
by the Communications Department below.

Click here to read more about Ashlea

Heart of League City

Craving a delicious pizza? How about a sweet, tasty
crepe? Stop by and pay a visit at Little Bella Mia and
Coco Crepes in League City! You may be surprised to
know the two restaurants, which are located next door
to each other, are owned by husband and wife, Manish
and Shalini Maheshwari. In this edition of the Heart of
League City, we introduce you to the Maheshwaris and
let you explore their two unique restaurants.

Events and Meetings
Sept. 7: Astronomy in the Park
Sept. 7: 9-11 Memorial Stair Climb
Sept. 14: Community Health Fair
Sept. 14: Nature with Kristine

Get this week's LC Lowdown

