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Holiday Happenings in League City
Open House and
Tree Lighting

Several hundred League City residents
came on Thursday, December 5 to the City’s
annual Holiday Open House at the Helen
Hall Library. Attendees enjoyed holiday
snacks, games, face painting, and photos
with Santa. The City’s Communications
Department also handed out a free 2019
commemorative League City ornament.
Mayor Pat Hallisey led the crowd in a
countdown to light the “Stelly Red Cedar
Tree’” in front of the library while students
from Clear Creek ISD’s Ferguson Elementary
school choir performed.

Holiday in the Park December 6-8

Staff members from numerous City
Departments have been working
throughout the week with volunteers from
League City Proud to get everything
ready for Holiday in the Park, one of
our City’s most treasured traditions. This
is the 22nd anniversary of the three-day
event at League Park, which includes
shopping, food, entertainment, and
not one, but three parades. City staff
members support this annual tradition in
a variety of ways including everything from directing traffic and blocking
streets, to providing security, trimming trees along the parade route, and
assisting with the set-up of vendor tents at League Park. For a full listing of
all events December 6-8 visit www.leaguecity.com/holidayinthepark.
City staff will be out at
League Park all three
days, so be sure to visit
the League City tent and
say hello. On Friday,
December 6, we’ll be
serving complimentary
hot chocolate starting
at 5 p.m. Then, on
Saturday and Sunday,
stop by and pick up some complimentary City swag. Staff members from
various departments have also been working for the last several weeks
on the City’s entry into this year’s Grand Night Parade, which starts at 6
p.m. on Saturday. Council members, their families, and City employees
will be on board and walking beside the float handing out candy to the
crowd. The theme of this year’s parade is “Hats off to Frosty,” to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the classic holiday cartoon. If you’re unable to
attend, the League City Communications Department and I-45 Now are
collaborating to broadcast the parade live on the City’s Facebook page
and I-45 Now’s page.
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Parade Related Traffic Closures
In order to prepare for the Grand Night Parade on Saturday, December 7, League City traffic crews, with assistance
from the League City Police Department, will close lanes at the intersections of FM 518 at SH 3 and at 5-Corners
around 5:15 p.m. in order to clear out traffic in between these two signalized intersections. After most of the traffic
clears, they will then close off the cross streets along the parade route. LCPD will drive the corridor to ensure all is clear
and that there are no hazards before the start of the parade at 6 p.m. Expect traffic delays throughout League City as
drivers seek alternate routes throughout the duration of this event.

TxDOT I-45 Expansion Project
Staff members from League City and TxDOT met this week to discuss a plan to better inform and engage residents,
as well as City staff members and the League City Police Department, when traffic patterns and traffic signal changes
are made in the League City area due to TxDOT’s I-45 widening project. In the future, TxDOT will be producing
informational pieces regarding different construction stages of the project, which will then be shared with residents
on the City’s website and social media pages. Citizens who have a concern or complaint regarding TxDOT’s I-45
expansion project and its impact on the League City area can click here. You will get a “case” number with TxDOT
and can select how you would like to be communicated with.

Lane Closure Alert
One alternate northbound and southbound lane from FM 518 to FM 517 will
be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. starting
Wednesday, December 4 to Friday, January 31. One alternate lane and one
inside lane on the northbound and southbound frontage road from FM 518 to FM
517 will also be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. from Wednesday, December 4
to Friday, January 31.

FEMA Reimbursement
The City has received $4,394,768 in FEMA reimbursements from damages sustained to various City owned facilities,
equipment, and infrastructure during Hurricane Harvey. In addition to these funds, an additional $1,508,224 has
been obligated for ongoing projects. Obligated funds are those pledged to be reimbursed to the City for remaining
repairs to infrastructure and equipment after the work is completed. The total cost of damages, debris removal, and
related employee overtime associated with Hurricane Harvey is approximately $9 million. The City has identified a
total $8.3 million in projects either eligible for reimbursement from FEMA or from insurance.
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Grants Available for Small Businesses Damaged by Harvey
Funded by Congress, under the Department of Housing and Urban Development and authorized by the Texas General
Land Office, Texas Back in Business is the $100 million Hurricane Harvey Relief Program for Texas small businesses.
Texas Back in Business is the jobs and economic revitalization program created to help small businesses in Texas that
suffered damage from Hurricane Harvey. Texas small business owners can apply for grants from $50,000 up to
$250,000 online at TexasBackInBusiness.com.

Helen Hall Library Update
Library Town Hall December 12

Since January of this year, consultants hired by League City have been researching the City’s library needs and
assessing residents’ desires for library use. In October, they presented their findings and proposed recommendation
to the League City Council. Click here to see the presentation as well as recommendations to build new libraries and
expand the Helen Hall Library.
Residents can share their thoughts and feedback on the proposed recommendations at a Library Town Hall on
Thursday, December 12 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The agenda for the evening will include a staff presentation followed
by a time of Q & A with the City librarian and other staff. Refreshments will be served.

Public Works Updates
Bay Ridge Valve Installation

This week, the Line Repair Department scheduled a water
shut down in the Bay Ridge Subdivision in order to install
three 12” gate valves. One valve is necessary to isolate
the hydro tank in the Bay Ridge Water Plant to allow for
state inspections. The other two valves will minimize the
number of residents affected during emergency water
leak repairs in the future. On Monday December 2,
residents were notified of the scheduled water outage
and prep work began to minimize the duration of the shutdown. Water was turned off at 9:45 a.m. Wednesday
December 4 and the valves were installed. Water service
was restored at approximately 1:30 p.m.

Bee Hive Removal on Residential Street

The City Arborist and the Streets Department teamed
up with local beekeeper, Sean Kennedy, to remove a
giant bee hive on a limb overhanging a residential street.
Unfortunately, the hive was just out of the beekeeper’s
reach; however, with the help of the City’s bucket
truck, the hive was safely removed and the bees were
relocated.
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Public Works Updates
Quarterly Safety Meeting

Works Utility Departments (Water, Wastewater, Line
Repair) attended their quarterly safety meeting this week
at the Civic Center Ballroom presented by the City’s
Senior Risk Analyst Jason Nunez. The meeting topic was
on Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and covered items
such as gloves, headwear, eyewear, footwear, and many
other PPE items. Employees were instructed on the proper
application of PPE and how to maintain/care for the
equipment. Performing these steps properly ensures that
the equipment is in good standing condition and that the
employee can utilize with confidence. Personal Protective
Equipment is considered the last line of defense and it's
extremely important for workplaces to have it readily
available.

Education and practicing proper PPE use is key to
ensuring that all employees are trained and that workers
are kept safe under any conditions.

Hydrogen Sulfide Monitoring

The Wastewater’s Pretreatment Team continuously monitors Hydrogen Sulfide (H_2 S) concentrations at selected
wastewater collection system access points using a gas monitoring device called an OdaLog. The OdaLog is designed to
withstand the harsh environment of the collection system. The OdaLog senses Hydrogen Sulfide emissions within sewage
pumping stations and receiving manholes, and informs the Pretreatment Team of H_2 S levels. The importance of this
monitoring is two-fold, the protection and safety of wastewater personnel and the prevention of corrosion in the collection
system. Hydrogen Sulfide is a colorless gas known for its rotten egg smell and is produced by the biological reduction
of sulfates and the decomposition of organic matter. This gas produces sulfuric acid when in contact with moisture, and
if left unchecked can result in severe corrosion that could potentially cause large repair costs on equipment. The greatest
concern is worker safety. Hydrogen Sulfide is acutely toxic and can cause serious injuries, including death. Exposure to
high levels of the gas can deaden the sense of smell instantly, causing safety concerns.

Public Safety Updates
LCPD and LCFD Holiday Merry Making

League City’s first responders are hoping to make a
memorable Christmas for some less fortunate children
living in our community. League City residents can help
out by donating a Target gift card at the League City
Police Department for the City’s Blue Santa Program,
which takes needy children in League City on a holiday
shopping trip to Target. Residents can also drop off
a new, unwrapped toy to contribute to the League
City Fire Marshal’s toy drive for Shriners Hospital for
Children-Galveston, a pediatric burn center. Toys can be
dropped off at the League City Fire Marshal’s Office/Fire
Administration building or staff can pick them up from your

local office. To arrange for local toy pickup or for more
information, contact Tommy Cones at Tommy.Cones@
leaguecitytx.gov and 281-554-1291.
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Public Safety Updates
Family Thankful to LCPD Officer for Surprise
Delivery

The holidays are a time to count our blessings and
appreciate those who have impacted our lives. For
League City resident Kidist Fitehaweke and her family,
they are grateful this holiday season for the kindness and
support of League City Police Officer Jose Ortega. Kidist
was 38 weeks pregnant with her second child when she
unexpectedly went into labor at her League City home
while her husband was out of town traveling for business.
Luckily for her, Officer Ortega responded to her 911 call
for help. Watch the vide below to learn more.

Sneak Preview of New Animal Shelter

Nearly 100 pet owners and their pets dressed to impress,
and came out to walk the red carpet on November 22
for a Sneak Preview of the new League City Animal Care
and Adoption Center. Attendees at the fundraiser, hosted
by the Friends of the League City Animal Shelter, enjoyed
dinner, music, pet pictures with Santa, and a tour of the
new facility, which will open in early 2020.

Bigs in Blue Program

Holiday Shopping Safety Tips

As you are out and about shopping this month, our
League City Police Department wants to make sure you
don't become a victim of theft, which is all too common
this time of year. They’ve put together a short video with a
few tips to stay safe while shopping this holiday season.

The League City Police Department has volunteers and
officers who spend time every week with League City
children as part of Bigs in Blue, a program that connects
youth with police in communities throughout our nation
to build strong, trusting, and lasting relationships. These
men and women selflessly give time out of their busy
schedules each week to visit with children at League City
Elementary who need mentoring. Get to know them in the
video below.
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CIP Updates
Claremont Connector Trail (PK1703): The contractor has
mobilized and started excavating for the trail along Floyd Road
and is anticipating
placing concrete for
the section south of
Claremont Crossing
next week. This part
of the project will
connect FM 518 to
Claremont Crossing
and then continue
south to the east/
west trail segment.
The Claremont
Connector Trail
Project consists of
an 8’ wide multi-use
concrete path that is
1.5 miles in length.
This trail project will connect the subdivisions of Claremont
Park, Cedar Landing, and Clear Creek Meadows to the
existing trails of Clear Creek Meadows (to the East) and Rustic
Oaks (to the West). This project also has a component that
will mitigate the drainage along the Floyd Road corridor and
along the Centerpoint easement. Construction is anticipated
to be complete in February 2020. The Claremont Connector
Trail is a project that was brought to the Parks Department from
individuals from three subdivisions on the West side of League
City: Claremont, Cedar Landing, and Clear Creek Meadows.
The group wanted to connect all three neighborhoods to the
existing trail system, better linking the neighborhoods to each
other, parks and schools, and providing an alternate route to
Creekside Intermediate and Clear Springs High School that is
not along FM 518. Currently, kids from these subdivisions walk
and bike along FM 518 in order to get to school each day.

FM518/SH3 Water Main Crossing (WT1302B):
Crews have started mobilizing and calling for utility
locates. Construction will hit full speed after this weekend’s
Holiday in the Park. This project includes the replacement
of approximately 500 linear feet of 8-inch through 12-inch
diameter water lines by trenchless construction located at
the intersection of Highway 3 and FM 518. The project
includes the replacement of existing water distribution lines,
fire hydrants, valves, service, and all labor, equipment,
materials, and incidentals required. Construction is
anticipated to be complete in February 2020.

Butler/Turner Reconstruction Project (ST1501): This project is to design and construct improvements to Turner
Road from Calder Road to Butler Road, the intersection at Turner and Butler, and to Butler from Turner to League City
Parkway. These improvements include the widening of Turner to three lanes to match the lane configuration of Calder;
the installation of a roundabout at the intersection of Turner and Butler to improve intersection efficiency; and the
widening of Butler to provide for an improved lane configuration to assist traffic movement at the intersection of Butler
and League City Parkway. The necessary rights of way have been purchased and contracts have been executed.
Notice to proceed for construction will be issued for December 16 and the scheduled timeline for completion is 240
days thereafter. Residents will be made aware of changing traffic patterns that will arise during construction.
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Parks and Recreation Update
Latest Edition of ‘Beyond the Oaks’ Now Online

Are you considering a resolution in the new year to start exercising regularly
or maybe just trying something new? Our Parks and Recreation Department
and the Helen Hall Library have put together a full list of activities and
programs starting in January and lasting until the spring. You can find them all
in the “Beyond the Oaks” program guide that is now available online here.

Communications Updates
12 Days of Christmas Social Media Challenge

This month, the
Communications
Department is posting
a daily social media
challenge for residents
known as “The 12 Days
of Christmas in League
City.” Each weekday
morning from now until
December 19, a closeup picture of a Christmas
decoration found
somewhere across the
City will be posted on
the City’s Facebook and
Instagram pages. Residents are encouraged to participate
in the challenge by guessing where the picture was taken.
Later that day, the complete picture and location of the
decoration will be revealed. Twelve unique pictures will be
posted daily, so join the fun by taking your guess during the
next few days!

Citizen U Graduating Class

Congratulations to our Citizen University Fall
2019 students who received their graduation
certificates at the City Council meeting on
December 3. These League City residents
completed a 10-week program in which they
learned more about their City government
and how it works. The Spring 2020 Citizen U
class begins in March.

League City #ShopSmall Holiday Guide

As you check
everyone off your
shopping list, why
not consider “going
small.” League
City has many
locally-owned,
small businesses
you can support
while finding unique
holiday gifts for your
loved ones. For every dollar spent at a small business, 67
cents stays in our community. In addition, if you shop in
League City, a portion of the sales tax goes directly to fund
mobility and drainage projects as well as amateur sports
facilities in our community. On Small Business Saturday, the
Communications Department sent League City resident and
local blogger Ashley Donde out to shop at some of the City’s
unique local business. Do you know about all the places that
made her list? There’s still plenty of time to check them out this
holiday season and support League City in the process.
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Communications Updates
Lunch and Learn

Every Wednesday from 12:30-12:45 p.m. on the City’s
Facebook page, Communications Director Sarah Greer
Osborne interviews a guest or guests for a Live “Lunch
and Learn” on a different topic or upcoming event. This
week she spoke to Jim Christiansen from the Clear Lake
Area Chamber of Commerce regarding their 59th annual
Christmas Boat Lane Parade on December 14.

Mondays with Mayor Pat

LC Local of the Week

Every Monday from 12:30-12:45 p.m., League City
Mayor Hallisey discusses important City issues and
initiatives and answers questions Live on the City’s
Facebook page. Have something you want to talk
about on Mondays with Mayor Pat? Email sarah.
greerosborne@leaguecitytx.gov.

Get this week's LC Lowdown
Click here to read more about Karl

Events and Meetings
Dec. 6-8: Holiday in the Park
Dec. 14: Breakfast with Santa
Dec. 14: Nature with Kristine
Christmas Boat Lane Parade
Dec. 17: City Council meeting

