CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
JANUARY 10, 2020

City Monitoring Threat of Severe Weather

The National Weather Service (NWS) Office for the
Houston/Galveston area, which is based in the City of
League City, is forecasting severe weather for Friday night
(Jan. 10) and into Saturday morning (Jan. 11) for our area.
Strong to severe thunderstorms, with quick moving rainfall,
are possible along with straight line winds and hail. The
League City Emergency Management Office, along with
the City’s Police, Fire, and Public Works Departments, is
monitoring the weather and has placed staff on standby
should an emergency arise. Residents are encouraged to
monitor the weather from a trustworthy source including
the NWS Houston/Galveston Twitter page, a NOAA
weather radio, or local TV and radio stations. Residents
can also make “spotter reports” to the NWS via email at
sr-hgx.webmaster@noaa.gov or by tagging
@NWSHouston on Twitter.

Due to the threat of heavy winds, League City homeowners are
advised to remove any patio furniture, lawn decorative items,
or other objects than could become projectiles during the
storm. Residents with Saturday trash pick-up should NOT place
their cans or bags on the curb until the storm has passed.

Houston Approves Cost-sharing Agreement for Southeast Transmission Line

League City staff received word this week that the Houston City Council has approved a cost-sharing agreement
proposed by the Gulf Coast Water Authority that will pay for the Southeast Transmission Line Project. This project will
replace approximately 10 miles of the existing and aging 42-inch water line that supplies water from the City of Houston
to League City, as well as several other cities in the area. The total cost to design and construct a larger replacement pipe
is $117.8 million. League City’s portion is about $62.6 million and the remaining balance will be paid by seven other
municipalities and agencies as part of the cost-sharing agreement.
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Helen Hall Library to Reopen Monday, January 13
League City’s Helen Hall Library will reopen on Monday,
January 13 at 10 a.m. The library has been closed since
December 18 when an overnight water leak dumped
more than 650 gallons of water into the facility and
caused extensive damage. Renovation and repair work
will continue at the building, including the installation of
new shelving and the placement and organization of
books and materials back into the area that flooded.
The building’s elevator is still being repaired, but several
computers from the second floor have been moved to the
ground floor to accommodate patrons who cannot use
the stairs. Insurance adjusters are still calculating the dollar
amount of the damage. Luckily, damage from the leak
was limited to the east side of the building and did not
impact any books.

Much of the library’s programming will resume on January
13 as well, however, some programs that normally occur
in the library’s theater will be held at the Johnnie Arolfo
Civic Center and others may not resume until later in the
month or in early February. For the most updated listing
of library programming, visit the Helen Hall Library’s
Facebook page or website calendar.

Clear Creek Cleanup Begins this Weekend
League City residents are invited to take part in the
annual Clear Creek Cleanup, which begins this Saturday,
January 11 and lasts over five weekends until Saturday,
February 8. Cleanup bags and boat transportation will be
provided by the Clear Creek Environmental Foundation,
or participants can bring their own boat, kayak, or jet ski
and meet at the League City Boat Ramp located at FM
270 between FM 518 and NASA Road 1 on Saturdays
and Sundays. Boats will leave at 9 a.m. and drop
volunteers at select locations to pick up trash. All ages are
Clear Creek Environmental Foundation member AJ
welcome, but minors must be accompanied by an adult.
For more information, call 281-830-3419 or visit the Clear Olsen joined Communication’s Director Sarah Greer
Osborne on this week’s “Lunch and Learn” to talk about
Creek Environmental Foundation's Facebook page.
the Clear Creek Cleanup.

Results of Citizen Survey
In late Fall of 2019, ETC Institute, a third party consultant hired by the League City Communications Department,
conducted a survey of 426 randomly sampled residents to assess citizen satisfaction and quality of services. A
representative from the ETC Institute will present the results of the survey at a City Council work session on Tuesday,
January 14 in Council chambers. Members of the public are invited to attend.
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State of the City January 31
Join Mayor Pat Hallisey and City Manager John Baumgartner on January 31 for an informative luncheon as we
celebrate League City’s successes in 2019 and reveal upcoming projects and initiatives that will be the City’s focus in
the year ahead. The event, hosted by the League City Regional Chamber of Commerce, is from 11:30 a.m. to 1p.m. at
the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center. To purchase tickets, click here.

CIP Updates
Claremont Connector Trail (PK1703): The Claremont
Connector Trail is a project that was brought to the Parks
Department from residents at three subdivisions on the west
side of League City: Claremont, Cedar Landing, and Clear
Creek Meadows. The residents want to connect all three
neighborhoods to the existing trail system in order to better
link the neighborhoods to each other, and to area parks
and schools. This also would provide an alternate route to
Creekside Intermediate and Clear Springs High School
that is not along FM 518. Approximately 5,000 feet of trail
has been installed to date. Trail sections along Floyd Road
from FM 518 to Jeb Stuart is about 90% installed. Crews
have installed trail from Clear Creek Meadows Drive
to the green space at Claremont Park HOA. A second
crew is working on the drainage aspect of the project by
installing inlets along the trail. The Claremont Connector
Trail Project consists of an 8-foot wide multi-use concrete
path that is 1.5 miles in length. This trail project will connect
the subdivisions of Claremont Park, Cedar Landing, and
Clear Creek meadows to the existing trails of Clear Creek
Meadows (to the east) and Rustic Oaks (to the west). This
project also has a drainage component that is intended
to mitigate the drainage along the Floyd Road corridor
and along the Centerpoint easement. Construction is
anticipated to be complete in February 2020.
Westover Park Lift Station & Force Main Improvements (WW1801B): This project will upgrade the existing
Westover Park Lift Station to handle additional wastewater flow for developments in the area. The contractor has
resumed work after a two-week break for the holidays. Installation of all major equipment and structures is nearly
complete, except for the air release valves for the force main and a new flow meter manhole. The contractor is
awaiting the replacement of the existing transformers and service wire to the utility pole servicing the lift station to install
these items. Once Texas New Mexico Power has completed this work, the contractor will also be able complete
the remaining wiring for the lift station. Pending the completion of work by TNMP, the contractor anticipates the lift
station being operational by the week of January 27. Once the lift station is in service, the contractor will complete the
remaining site work, including concrete paving and fence installation.
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CIP Updates
South Shore/State Hwy 96 Fire Station No. 6 Median
Cut (ST1912): The project will add a right turn from
northbound on South Shore Harbour Blvd. to eastbound
on State Highway 96, along with a turning lane and
median cut to turn into the new Fire Station No. 6 on
South Shore Harbour Blvd. There will be signal lights that
will notify oncoming traffic to stop so fire trucks may exit
the fire station safely in emergency situations. Construction
is anticipated to begin in January 2020, weather
permitting.

Clear Creek Tributaries Clearing & Desnagging
Project (DR1910): This project will perform selective
clearing and desnagging of certain Clear Creek
tributaries within the City to increase capacity. Currently,
surveying is complete, and the engineer is reviewing the
data. All bores were also completed, and a draft of the
geotechnical report has been submitted by the surveyor
to the engineer. The hydraulic modeling is ongoing, and
a site visit is set within the next two weeks to complete the
environmental field work.

Calder Rd South Reconstruction (Cross Colony to
Ervin) (RE1702B): The scope of this project converts and
widens Calder Road to a two-lane concrete roadway
with a continuous left turn lane and underground storm
sewer, from Cross Colony Drive to Ervin Street, and adds
a waterline. The construction contract will be presented to
Council for approval at the January 14 meeting.

Force Main Upgrade Bay Colony Lift Station to Ervin
(WW1206): The scope of this project will add new
18-inch force main lines along Calder Road South to the
Bay Colony Lift Station. Texas New Mexico Power and
Comcast have relocated their power poles and lines.
Frontier Communications is set to have their lines moved
this month. The construction contract will be presented to
City Council for approval at the January 14 meeting.

Westwood Subdivision Sec 2 Drainage Improvements (RE1803J): This project will improve the drainage in Westwood
Subdivision Section 2 and consists of the installation of a 24-inch RCP storm drain from the existing inlet on West Way Drive
(entrance road off Maple Leaf) and parallel to Maple Leaf for approximately 325-feet south to the existing detention pond.
This will allow an alternative path for drainage during 1% exceedance events. The construction is now complete. A final
walkthrough is being conducted with the contractor this week.

Grants and Miscellaneous Park Project Updates
Highway 270 Boat Ramp Grant Application Update
A Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Boating Access Grant application submitted by League City in
October 2018 is now considered to be “pending” by TPWD because the agency is waiting on plans from the City
and an approved US Corps of Engineers permit. The permit may take a year to be approved and issued, but when
that occurs, the City will be able to secure $500,000 in matching funds from TPWD. Construction documents for
improvements to the launching ramps and docks are currently between 60% and 90% complete. However, the City has
determined that the kayak launch associated with this project needs to be relocated to a small embayment of Clear
Creek that is upstream of the ramp and within the Dr. Ned and Fay Dudney Clear Creek Nature Center. Environmental
information is being prepared to assist in the design of the new location of the kayak launch so that the project can be
designed, permitted, and constructed as one complete construction package.
Bayridge Park Redevelopment
Plans for improvements to this small park are at a very early stage but progressing well. A topographic survey was
recently secured, and some concepts have been worked out by City staff to determine budget parameters. Soon
citizens will be asked to provide comments and react to some preliminary ideas for park changes. The City expects a
lot of input from residents of the Bayridge Subdivision, where the park is located. More information will be provided in
the City Manager’s Update in the next few weeks.
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GO Bond Drainage Projects Update
The following projects are part of the GO Bond election that was approved on May 14, 2019 and their purpose is to
improve drainage in their respective areas.
Bay Ridge Flood Reduction – Phase 3 (DR1901) :
This project will design and construct extreme overflow
swales at Seacrest Boulevard, Anchor Way, Windward,
and Baycrest Drive to allow for the free outfall into the
detention pond. The design engineer will determine
ways to reduce ponding in the area, which may include
piping upsizing through construction. Thirty percent design
plans have been reviewed by the City and returned
to the engineer. The engineer is currently drafting 60%
plans, which are expected to be received by the end of
February.

Deer Ridge Drive Buy-Out & Overland Flow
Improvements (DR1902): This project will analyze and
design overland flow to provide proper drainage of
Deer Ridge Drive into Bradshaw Ditch, while reducing
excessive flooding in the street during extreme rainfall
events. City representatives and the design engineer have
reviewed and discussed the 30% drawings submitted.
The engineer is currently modifying the drawings to
incorporate the City’s recommendations on the 60%
drawings, which are anticipated to be submitted for City
review by the end of January 2020.

Bay Ridge Flood Reduction – Phase 4 (DR1904):
Hydrology and hydraulics (H&H) studies of Gum Bayou
from League City Parkway (SH 96) to Dickinson Bayou
will be conducted in an effort to provide improvements
to allow Bay Ridge Subdivision’s detention to drain.
Existing Gum Bayou bridges will also be a part of the
hydraulic analysis. The study will help evaluate the flow
of water heading towards Dickinson Bayou and provide
options for drainage improvements for the Gum Bayou
Watershed. Proposed culverts at Columbia Memorial
Parkway and League City Parkway will be analyzed to
determine the appropriate size in an effort to reduce
ponding and potential overflow. The survey portion
has been delayed and is anticipated to be complete in
February 2020. The H&H studies will commence once the
survey is complete.

Magnolia Creek & Cedar Gully Channel Improvement
Project (DR1906): The engineer will provide a hydrologic
and hydraulic model for the watershed using the HoustonGalveston Area Council (H-GAC) aerial topographic
information provided by the Texas Natural Resources
Information System (TNRIS) and field observations. A
drainage area map for Magnolia Creek and Cedar
Gully Channel will be provided showing the watershed
and sub-basin delineation in an effort to provide the
best recommendation for adequate drainage flow. The
surveying for Magnolia Creek and Cedar Gully south
of FM 518 is ongoing, and all additional bore samples
are complete. The hydrologic modeling is also complete,
and the data is being processed. A 30% plan should be
submitted for the City’s review by the end of January.

Dove Meadows & Bordon’s Gully Detention
Pond (DR1903): This project will determine the best
recommendation to improve drainage in Dove Meadows
and Bordon’s Gully Detention Pond. The engineer’s
studies thus far have focused on finding the most
feasible and cost-effective way to reduce flooding. A
recommendation was presented to the City to reduce the
impacts to the wetlands by reducing the pond footprint
while still improving drainage flow. The City provided
suggestions based on the proposed project scope and
the hydraulic modeling has been started based on those
comments. The modeling is expected to be complete
in February and, once reviewed, design plans will be
started.

Benson Bayou Detention Project – Phase 1 (DR2006):
For this contract, the consultant will provide preliminary
engineering services for drainage improvements along
Benson’s Bayou. A hydrologic and hydraulic analysis will be
performed on the Benson Bayou Detention Basin and the
study will provide two options for staff to evaluate related
to mitigation of flooding for 100-year (1%) rainfall events.
The goal of these options will be to reduce the potential for
flooding in adjacent neighborhoods while increasing the
capacity and conveyance in Benson’s Bayou. Phase 1 of this
project has a 90-day delivery deadline for the preliminary
study and options. To follow, with staff approval, will be
the full design of the most beneficial option. This project is
anticipated to have both land/easement acquisition and
permitting from the US Army Corps of Engineers and the
Texas Commission on Environmental Equality.
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Public Works Updates
Asphalt Repair and Rehabilitation

Recent above-average winter temperatures allowed
City Street Department crews to perform asphalt repair
and rehabilitation activities on Abilene Street and School
Road this week. Crews performed multiple base repairs,
followed by a surface overlay to extend service life and
improve ride-ability.

Televising Sewer Service Line

In order to diagnose and locate potential problems in
sanitary sewer service lines on a day to day basis, the
Line Repair Department uses a small televising sewer line
camera. The camera is placed in the line using a clean
out and is pushed forward while a technician watches
the monitor. The camera equipment enables the crew to
locate issues with the pipe that may be causing sewer
problems for the resident without excavating the line. The
camera is equipped with a locator that allows the crew to
pinpoint the exact location of the problem and minimizes
the amount of excavation needed to make repairs.

Fire Hydrant Repair

This week, a fire hydrant on the 900 block of Francesca
Court was found to have inadequate flow during flushing
operations. Line Repair crews discovered a valve that had
been buried in the closed position, causing the hydrant to
only receive flow from one direction in a looped water line.
Line Repair crews excavated to the valve, opened it, and
made sure the proper flow was restored to the fire hydrant.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
FREE 'Nature with Kristine' events this
Saturday

The League City Parks and Recreation Department has
partnered up with Texas Master Naturalist Kristine Rivers
to offer free programming every month to allow residents
of all ages to connect with nature though activities, arts
and crafts, scavenger hunts, and games. Rivers is a nature
enthusiast, avid birder, and owner of Birding for Fun, a
program that provides educational services, field trips,
and guided tours for birding. On Saturday, January 11,
Rivers will host two "Nature with Kristine" sessions. The
first, from 9 to 11 a.m., will be held at the Dr. Ned and
Faye Dudney Nature Center and will feature nature
journaling. A second session will be held from 2 to
4 p.m. at Heritage Park and will feature an interactive
lesson and craft project about snowy owls.

Daddy-Daughter Dance

Due to the popularity of this annual event, a second
night has been added to accommodate more dads and
their daughters. The theme for this year is “princess” and
the event includes dinner, photos, goody bags, and of
course, dancing. Register in-person at Hometown Heroes
Park, or online here.

Public Safety Updates
Suspect of the Week

Can you assist the League City Police Department with
locating a suspect accused of burglarizing vehicles in
the MarBella subdivision? Watch the video below and
if you know who the suspect is, contact Detective Digby
at 281-554-1861 and always remember to lock up your
vehicles at night.

Fishing Extravaganza

Spots are filling up quickly for the annual League City
Fishing Extravaganza which will be held on Saturday,
March 7, at the Walker Street Pool. The cost is $6 for
residents and $10 for non-residents. Registration for nonresidents begins January 16. Fishing poles can be rented
at the pool for $1 and bait can be purchased for $3.
Catfish caught can also be fileted "poolside" the day of
the event for a small fee. Register online here or in-person
at Hometown Heroes Park.
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Communications Updates
Mondays with Mayor Pat

Every Monday from
12:30-12:45 p.m.,
League City Mayor
Pat Hallisey discusses
important City issues and
initiatives and answers
questions Live on the
City’s Facebook page.
Have something you
want to talk about on Mondays with Mayor Pat?
Email sarah.greerosborne@leaguecitytx.gov.

Get this week's LC Lowdown

LC Local of the Week

Click here to read more about Wendy

Events and Meetings
Jan. 11: Nature with Kristine
Jan. 11 to Feb. 8: Clear Creek Cleanup
Jan. 14: Council Meeting
Jan. 28: Council Meeting
Jan. 31: State of the City

