CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
JANUARY 17, 2020

City Closed for MLK Holiday
In observation of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, all League City offices
will be closed on Monday, January 20. This includes City Hall and
the City Hall Annex, the Municipal Courts building, the Civic Center,
Helen Hall Library, and Hometown Heroes Park. Trash pickup will
operate as normal on Monday, January 20.

Helen Hall Library Programming to Resume January 21
The Helen Hall Library has reopened to serve League City
residents after being closed for nearly four weeks due to a
water leak that dumped more than 650 gallons of water
into the facility. The leak caused extensive damage to the
first floor on the east side of the building, including the walls,
carpeting, and elevator. Luckily, no books were destroyed.
Library staff are awaiting new shelving to house the books
and materials previously located in the damaged area on
the first floor. Until the shelves arrive, patrons will NOT be
able to browse for fiction books, including romance, mystery,
and science fiction, as well as for DVDs, audiobooks, and
large type books. Library staff will instead retrieve requested
titles and materials for patrons. In addition, the “new book
area” on the first floor is open for patrons to browse newlyreleased fiction and non-fiction titles. The children’s area on
the first floor, along with the play area, is also open.
The upstairs portion of the library building, including the
non-fiction section, adult services, teen services, study
rooms, teen room, Texas History room, and computer area,
is functioning as normal. While the library’s elevator awaits
repairs, two computers have been relocated to the first floor
to accommodate patrons who are unable to use the stairs.

City Librarian Jenny Brewer and Assistant City Librarian
Therese Potter-Reyes talk about efforts to return the Helen
Hall Library “back to normal” during this week’s Lunch
and Learn on the City’s Facebook page.
Starting January 21, library programming will return to the
library and will follow the originally published schedule.
For the most updated listing of library programming, visit the
Helen Hall Library’s Facebook page or website calendar.
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City Receives TRAPS Gold Medal Award
The Texas Recreation and Park Society has selected
League City as the recipient of the TRAPS 2020 Gold
Medal Award, Class II. The award honors a parks
and recreation department for excellence in the field
of recreation and park management for three years
(2016-2018). Class II represents all cities in Texas with
a population between 75,001-200,000. League City
was selected to receive the award based on its work
assessing community needs, establishing a long-range
parks and recreation development program plan
(master plan), creating recreational programs tailored

to meet the needs of our community, staff career growth
development, efforts to promote public awareness
of recreation and parks, and available parkland for
recreational use. League City Parks and Recreation
staff members will accept the award at the TRAPS state
conference in Galveston on February 27, 2020.

I-45 Construction Closure
Every night until January 31, from 9 p.m. until 5 a.m., TxDOT will be closing the southbound I-45 frontage road from
Nasa Bypass/Nasa Rd 1 to FM 518. Motorists needing to access FM 518 will need to use the SH 96 u-turn and
continue back to FM 518. Motorists needing to access the southbound I-45 main lanes, will turn onto the I-45 frontage
road and continue to the Bay Area Blvd u-turn and then enter the southbound frontage road to the I-45 southbound
main lanes.

Residents Invited to Transportation Committee Meeting
Members of the League City Transportation Committee, who
advise City staff on the organization of mobility projects within
League City, will be hosting an open forum at 6:30 p.m. on
Thursday, January 23 at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center, 400
W. Walker. This meeting is open to the public, and residents
are invited to come and directly share their observations,
feedback, and suggestions for addressing traffic, congestion,
and transportation issues within League City.

We want to hear

from YOU!
League City Transportation
Committee Meeting

TIME & DATE
6:30 p.m.•Thursday•Jan. 23

LOCATION

Director of Engineering Chris Sims and Transportation
Committee member Ed Poole discuss the upcoming traffic
meeting during a Facebook Live this week.

Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center
400 W. Walker St., League City
Members of the League City Transportation
Committee, who advise City staff with the
prioritization of mobility projects within the
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Results of Citizen Survey
Results from a randomly-sampled, statistically valid survey conducted in the Fall of 2019 indicate that League City
residents have a very high perception of the City and are satisfied with the services they are receiving from their local
government. Of those surveyed, 91 percent are satisfied with the quality of life in League City. League City rated
23 percent above the U.S. average and 25 percent above the Texas average in the overall quality of government
services. In addition to assessing satisfaction with City services, the survey also asked residents to prioritize what
services they would like the City to focus on in the coming years. Residents indicated that the overall flow of traffic and
congestion management on streets in League City was most important (73 percent) as well as overall maintenance of
City streets, sidewalks, and utilities (56 percent). The City will be using the results of the survey with staff and council
members during its strategic planning process in early February to determine future priorities and programs as well as
during the upcoming fiscal year 2021 budgeting process. Click here to read more.

Public Works Updates
Unidirectional Flushing at Tuscan Lakes

This week, Water
Production is
locating valves
for the upcoming
Unidirectional
Flushing Project
in Tuscan Lakes.
Unidirectional
flushing is the
process of cleaning
the water mains of
a water distribution
system by flowing
water in one
direction through
the mains. This is
accomplished by
closing specified valves and by flushing strategically
located hydrants. By closing specified valves, the velocity
of water through the mains is increased. The main purpose
of unidirectional flushing is to improve water quality within
the distribution system. It is generally considered to be
more effective at removing sediments than conventional
flushing and also uses less water. The process to make this
program a success is dependent upon locating, cleaning,
and making sure the valves are operable. In order for
this to be done, we will use our GIS in-house resources
to make maps that will have our waterlines, valves, and
hydrants on them. We will then send a crew out to locate
strategic valves and make sure they are operable.

Water Main Break

On January 15, crews responded to a water main
break in the Bay Colony area caused by a construction
contractor hitting a 12 inch-water main near Bay Colony
Elementary School. Two valves were closed to isolate
the leak and minimize water loss impact and pressure
issues for the immediate area. Crews then quickly began
excavating the site and using mechanical sleeves and
new pipe to repair the damaged area. Work began at
around 5 p.m. and was completed by midnight. Quick
action on water main breaks is key to ensuring that we
conserve our water resources to the best of our ability and
are able to provide continuous water service with minimal
to no service interruptions.
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Public Works Updates
Wastewater Preventative Maintenance

Wastewater staff is conducting their monthly preventative
maintenance on the Return Activated Sludge (RAS) Pumps
at the Southwest Water Reclamation Facility (SWWRF).
The purpose of the RAS is to return settled sludge from the
clarifiers back to the aeration basins to maintain the active
biomass in the basins. Adequate population of healthy
microorganisms is essential for wastewater treatment.
The biological balance ensures compliance with state
and federal regulations. To prevent overpopulation of
microorganisms in the aeration basins, part of the sludge is
taken out of the system by wasting activated sludge.

Dickinson Ave. Wastewater Line Adjustments

This week, crews performed wastewater collection system
line adjustments on Dickinson Avenue. This was done by
connecting a two-inch wastewater force main coming
from a near lift station to an existing eight-inch wastewater
force main that addressed construction conflicts with the
Dickinson Avenue Roadway Project.

Traffic Signal at Highway 3 and West Walker

This week, TxDOT’s contractor began the installation of
the traffic signal at SH 3 at W. Walker Street. The new
traffic signal system will be a powder coated black
“mast arm” type signal with non-intrusive overhead radar
type vehicle detectors. This will benefit League City by
reducing the need for reoccurring maintenance and
repair issues that typically arise when you have a “spanwire” type intersection and the in-pavement vehicle
detection that is currently in place. The signal work is
expected to take roughly four to six weeks to complete,
depending on weather and timely delivery of the mast
arms from the manufacturer. Once all work is completed
by the contractor, League City crews will begin work
installing new back lit street name signs on the mast arms.
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Public Safety Updates
Police Officer Recruitment

LCPD had 113 people show up to the Civil Service test
last weekend with 59 of those passing and moving on to
the physical assessment or PT test. The next morning, 55
people showed up for the PT test and 46 people passed.
They will now complete hiring packets to move forward in
the process. LCPD is looking to fill nine open positions.

Police Academy Breakfast

The League City Citizen Police Academy Alumni
Association graciously cooked breakfast for the Police
Department this week. The LCCPAAA is comprised of
graduates of the LCPD Citizen Police Academy and
regularly supports the department and provides breakfast
for officers a few times a year to show their appreciation.

Law Enforcement Appreciation

LCPD Officers Retire

This week, City staff and the friends and families of Officer
Christy Galyean and Officer Leonard Fletcher came
together to celebrate their longstanding careers with the
League City Police Department. The two are retiring from
law enforcement after proudly serving League City and
ensuring the safety of our residents for a combined total of
over 60 years. Officer Galyean has been with LCPD for
28 years and Officer Fletcher has a total of 40 years of
law enforcement experience with 34 years spent at LCPD.
Congratulations to both and thank you for serving our City
and our residents.

This week, League City Home Depot Loss Prevention
Officer Hector Gomez invited LCPD Officer Tanner
Surratt to attend the store’s “Law Enforcement
Appreciation Day” event. Officer Surratt served as a
judge for an employee chili cook-off contest and was
presented with a certificate of appreciation from the store.
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Public Works Updates
New Volunteer Firefighters and Officers

Twelve men and women officially joined the League City
Volunteer Fire Department at a swearing-in ceremony
during the January 14 City Council meeting, followed by
a “pinning” ceremony for family and friends at the Civic
Center.

Busy End of Year for Fire Marshal’s Office

In addition, several new fire station officers were recently
selected by their peers and sworn in for 2019.
Jason Couvillon – Fire Station 4 Captain
Michael Hester Jr. – Fire Station 2 Lieutenant
Nicholas Argyrakis – Fire Station 3 Lieutenant
Edward Schumske – Fire Station 4 Lieutenant

The end of 2019 turned into a very busy time for the League City Fire Marshal’s Office. The holiday season started
off on November 26 with investigators from the Fire Marshal’s Office investigating and subsequently filing a felony
arson charge on an individual for setting fire to a portable restroom within a construction site. Less than one-week
later, investigators with the Fire Marshal’s Office arrested another individual for the charge of felony arson for setting
a bed on fire within an institutional facility. On December 4, during a routine site visit and inspection, an investigator
discovered that a contractor had tampered with a governmental record when submitting a set of plans for review to the
Fire Marshal’s Office along with conducting fire protection system work without being registered to do so. Two Class
B misdemeanor warrants were obtained for that individual. Then on December 26, an individual was arrested for
making a false alarm/report by activating a fire alarm pull station within an institutional facility, knowing that there was
no emergency to report. During this time, the Fire Marshal’s Office also completed 760 fire and life safety inspections,
documented 1107 fire and life safety code violations, and completed 162 plan reviews. The year came to an end on
New Year’s Eve with the Fire Marshal’s Office responding to 103 calls for service in regard to fireworks complaints.
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CIP Updates
Fire Station No. 6 (FR1701): The generator has been
installed and the contractor is currently working on
finalizing the elevator connection and programming,
as well as landscaping. The completion of the new fire
station near the intersection of League City Parkway and
South Shore Boulevard is on schedule to be completed in
the spring of 2020.

North Extension of Landing Blvd. (ST1914): This project
will extend Landing Boulevard from FM 518 to I 45.
The length of the project is approximately 1.9 miles and
will include two bridge crossings of Clear Creek and
a tributary. The contract with WSP USA Inc. for the final
engineering design of this project was approved at the
December 17, 2019 City Council meeting and they began
work on January 6, 2020. It is currently anticipated that
the design will be complete and accepted by TxDOT in
July 2021.
Southshore Ground Storage Tank Rehab (WT1802):
This project will rehab two one-million-gallon storage
tanks at a site near the intersection of Louisiana Avenue
and FM 518. This rehab will include exterior coating,
interior coating, structural inspections, and potential
structural repairs. As part of the Annual Water System
Improvement section of the CIP program, these tanks are
prioritized for rehabilitation due to corrosion, mineral
deposits, and equipment upgrades. The construction
timeframe is 180 days and the notice to proceed for the
contractor is January 27.

FM518 & SH3 Water Line Crossing (WT1302B):
Construction crews
have bored their pilot
underneath Highway
3 and are currently
working on installing
casing for the waterline.
This project includes
the replacement of
approximately 500
linear feet of water
lines by trenchless
construction located
at the intersection of
Highway 3 and FM
518. Towards the end
of this project, it is anticipated that there will need to be
a temporary lane closure on FM 518 at the northwest
corner of the intersection. Construction is scheduled to be
complete in February 2020.

Hometown Heroes Park Dog Park and 5K Loop Trail:
At the City Council meeting on Tuesday, January 14,
councilmembers approved an amendment to the design
contract with TBG Partners to include the addition of an
obstacle course for the 5K Trail as well as some additions
to the dog park that can be built if funds allow during the
bidding process. Design will resume shortly with schematic
design of the whole project being the next objective. The
obstacle course will be used by youth as well as adults
for agility and strength training and will be connected
to the trail in an area near the southeast parking lot of
the park. The funding for design and construction was
approved by the 4B Board in August and a public
hearing took place on October 7. The dog park items
that TBG will design include an expanded footprint for
the whole canine facility, additional fencing, clearing and
grubbing, grading and drainage, grass hydro-mulching,
irrigation, and other minor features. If bids come in under
the amount currently estimated, the additional items will
be included in the project.
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Communications Updates
Mondays with Mayor Pat

Every Monday from
12:30-12:45 p.m.,
League City Mayor
Pat Hallisey discusses
important City issues and
initiatives and answers
questions Live on the
City’s Facebook page.
Have something you
want to talk about on Mondays with Mayor Pat?
Email sarah.greerosborne@leaguecitytx.gov.

Get this week's LC Lowdown

LC Local of the Week

Click here to read more about A.J.

Events and Meetings
Jan. 17 and 18: Clear Creek Cleanup Continues
Jan. 20: City Offices Closed for MLK Holiday
Jan. 23: Public Invited to Transportation Committee Meeting
Jan. 28: Council Meeting
Jan. 31: State of the City

