CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
State of
the City

Leaders from over 250 local
businesses, community groups, and
non-profits attended the annual
“State of the City” hosted by the
League City Regional Chamber of
Commerce on Friday, January 31. The
sold-out luncheon featured speeches
by Mayor Pat Hallisey and City
Manager John Baumgartner as well
as an annual report that summarizes
the City’s successes in 2019, including:
•The passage of the $145 million
League City Bond to improve
drainage and mobility across the
City.
•The launch of a regional drainage
study of Clear Creek and Dickinson
Bayou funded by multiple cities and
agencies in the area.
•An agreement with the City of
Houston, through the Gulf Coast
Water Authority, that will secure a
reliable and safe water supply for
the future buildout of League City as
well as replace an aging water line
that carries 70 percent of the City’s
water supply.
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Citizens can pick up a copy of the
annual report at City Hall or view an
online version here. The event also
included a ”Year in Review” video that
can be viewed below.

During his speech, Mayor Pat Hallisey
addressed efforts to not only improve
traffic and mobility throughout League
City, but also to diversify the economy
from being heavily dependent on
property taxes by bringing in more
high-quality commercial businesses.
During the luncheon, he announced
that Alamo Drafthouse, a familyfriendly entertainment center, will open
its doors in League City in 2020.
City Manager John Baumgartner
discussed the results from the recent
Citizen Satisfaction Survey in which
League City rated 23 percent above
the U.S. average and 25 percent
above the Texas average in the overall
quality of government services. Click
here to read more about the results of
the 2019 Citizen Survey. Some of the
projects the City will be undertaking in
2020, include:
•21 drainage projects and 10
mobility projects included in the
2019 bond.

•Construction to begin late February/
early March on Calder Road South
from Ervin to Cross Colony.
•Ervin Street to open to two-way
traffic from Hobbs to Calder in
spring of 2020.
•Engineering and design work
underway on bottleneck
improvements along League City
Parkway, FM 518, and Highway 3.
•Phase 2 and 3 of Walker Street
improvements.
•Annual Reinvestment Program
projects including $1 million to
replace sidewalks and $3.8 million
for asphalt street rehabilitation
throughout the City.
•Drainage improvements in the
historic district near League Park and
Coryell Street.
•Renovations and improvements to
League Park.
•Construction of FM 270 Hike and
Bike Trail from Genco Canal to FM
518.

Those who attended the luncheon also
got a chance to leave with a new “I
Love League City” yard sign to deck
out their yard. The yard signs will be
free to residents and will be handed
out later this month, so stay tuned to
find out how you can get one!

League City | City Manager’s Update

FEBRUARY 7 | 2020

League Park Closed for Renovations
As of Wednesday, February 5, League Park has been
fenced off to the public for construction work to renovate
the park. Construction is anticipated to be completed
by November 2020, just in time for the city’s Holiday in
the Park festivities. The revitalization work includes giving
the park a new, open design, enhanced lighting, and
drainage improvements. All turtles living in the existing
pond have been moved and released to Heritage Park,
which is a much more suitable environment for them to
live in. The existing pond was overcrowded and did not
have the correct filtration system for the turtles to thrive.
Communications Director Sarah Greer Osborne shared a
message with updates about the League Park renovation
project with residents through a live Facebook video.

Public Safety Updates
Coffee with a Cop

The League City Police Department will be hosting a
"Coffee with a Cop" event at Red River Bar-B-Que &
Grill on Tuesday, February 18 at 10 a.m. Residents are
invited to come by and chat with officers, members of the
LCPD "Volunteers in Policing," and even Chief Gary Ratliff.
Coffee is complimentary!

Facebook Post Leads to Arrest

A few month ago, LCPD posted photos on social media
of two suspects involved in thefts at the Walmart in
League City. Thanks to the Facebook post asking people
for information about the suspects, detectives were able
to identify and charge both suspects.
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Public Safety Updates
Residential Structure Fire

On January 26, the League City Fire Department and
Fire Marshal’s Office responded to a structure fire in the
1800 block of Oriole Drive. Upon arriving on location,
crews observed fire coming from the wall near the front
door of the residence. The League City Fire Department
was able to put a quick stop to the fire which prevented
the fire from extending into the residence. The League
City Fire Marshal’s Office conducted an investigation
into the cause of the fire. Upon completing a thorough
investigation, it was determined that the fire was caused
due to the improper disposal of smoking material.

High Water Vehicles

This week, the Volunteer Fire
Department Quartermaster
and two employees with the
City’s Vehicle Maintenance
Department traveled to San
Antonio to inspect and place
a hold on two or more high
water rescue vehicles for the
fire department. They will
return to San Antonio later this
month to pick up the vehicles
they tagged. These vehicles
will ensure that our City is prepared for a hurricane or
extreme weather event with heavy rains.

Valentine’s Day Adoptions and Microchipping
League City Pets Alive is offering adoption specials and
microchipping services for the week of Valentine’s Day.
League City residents can have their pets microchipped for
free on Friday, February 14 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at League
City Pets Alive, 821 North Kansas. Pet adoptions will be only
$20 for all animals from February 11 through 15.

Organized Criminal Activity Arrest

On Monday, February 3 at approximately 10 a.m.,
patrol officers responded to a report of a suspicious
vehicle driving through the parking lot of LA Fitness, 1220
East League City Parkway. Occupants of the vehicle were
seen attempting to gain access to multiple vehicles. The
vehicle was located and stopped nearby on Highway
3 and Washington Street and did not have any license
plates attached. During the investigation, patrol officers
recovered stolen property from burglaries in League City,
Sugarland, and Albuquerque, New Mexico. Officers
also recovered a handgun and drugs. All four occupants
were arrested and charged with engaging in organized
criminal activity.
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CIP Updates
GO Bond Drainage Projects Update

The following projects are part of the GO Bond election that was approved on May 14, 2019 and their purpose is to
improve drainage in their respective areas.
Bay Ridge Flood Reduction – Phase 1 (DR2004): This project improves the existing levee around the perimeter of
the Bay Ridge Subdivision. The design will include an evaluation of the levee to determine the height, width, and slope
stability to meet FEMA certification requirements and design recommendations for the levee improvements. The project
will include up to three public meetings. City staff is holding a kick-off meeting with the design engineer on February 7,
2020.
Bay Ridge Flood Reduction – Phase 2 (DR2005): This project provides engineering services for a 42,000 gallon
per minute stormwater pump station to be added to the existing detention pond within the Bay Ridge Subdivision. The
field analysis was completed on January 24, 2020 with survey anticipated to be complete by end of February. Thirty
percent drawings are slated to be submitted to the City in the first part of March 2020 for review.
Bay Ridge Flood Reduction – Phase 3 (DR1901): The project scope will design and construct extreme overflow
swales at Seacrest Blvd, Anchor Way, Windward, and Baycrest Drive to allow for the free outfall into the detention
pond. The design engineer will determine ways to reduce ponding in the area which may include piping upsizing
through construction. Sixty percent design plan submittal is expected by the end of February. Design anticipated to be
complete by third quarter of 2020 with construction to follow, pending permitting.
Bay Ridge Flood Reduction – Phase 4 (DR1904): Proposed culverts at Columbia Memorial Parkway and League
City Parkway will be analyzed to determine the appropriate size in an effort to reduce ponding and potential
overflow. Hydrology and hydraulics (H&H) studies of Gum Bayou from League City Parkway (SH96) to Dickinson
Bayou will be conducted in an effort to provide improvements to allow Bay Ridge subdivision’s detention to drain.
Existing Gum Bayou bridges will also be a part of the hydraulic analysis. The study will help evaluate the flow of water
heading towards Dickinson Bayou and provide options for drainage improvements for Gum Bayou Watershed. The
survey portion has been delayed and is anticipated to be complete in February 2020. The hydrologic and hydraulic
studies will commence once the survey is complete.
Deer Ridge Drive Buy-Out & Overland Flow Improvements (DR1902): This project will analyze and design
overland flow to provide improved drainage of Deer Ridge Drive into Bradshaw Ditch, while reducing excessive
flooding in the street during extreme events. The design engineer has completed preliminary work to provide
improvement options. City staff has reviewed the options and is meeting with the engineer in mid-February. The project
design has slowed to ensure necessary steps are being taken for a positive drain flow for residents of Deer Ridge
Drive. The 60% drawings are anticipated to be submitted for City review in March 2020.
Dove Meadows & Bordon’s Gully Detention Pond (DR1903): This project will determine the best recommendation
to improve drainage in Dove Meadows and Bordon’s Gully Detention Pond. The engineer’s studies thus far have
focused on the most feasible and cost effective way to reduce flooding. A recommendation was presented to the City
to reduce the impacts to the wetlands by reducing the pond footprint while still improving drainage flow. Designs are
being done based on the recommendations. In addition, the H&H analysis are scheduled to be completed by midFebruary.
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CIP Updates
Magnolia Creek & Cedar Gully Channel Improvement Project (DR1906): The consultant will provide a
hydrologic and hydraulic model for the watershed using the Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) aerial
topographic information provided by the Texas Natural Resources Information System (TNRIS) and field observations.
A drainage area map for Magnolia Creek & Cedar Gully Channel will be provided showing the watershed and
sub-basin delineation in an effort to provide the best recommendation for adequate drainage flow. The drainage
model summary report will commence in February by the engineer and will be complete by the end of March. The
deliverable hydrologic and hydraulic study (H&H) will be submitted to the City in April for review.
League Park and Drainage Improvements (ED1503): League Park will receive a major improvement effort with new
pavers, lighting, and an improved lawn area, which is roughly $2 million of the construction budget. The project scope
also includes drainage improvement with a new storm sewer line that will connect to an existing storm sewer at Kansas
Street totaling $1.44 million. From Kansas Street the storm sewer line will run along Coryell Street and tie to an existing
manhole near Park Avenue. Coryell will be rehabilitated once the drainage is complete and is roughly $520,000
of the budget. A new waterline is also included along Coryell for a total of $215,000. Lucas Construction was
awarded the contract and began construction work on January 27, 2020. Construction time to substantial completion
is anticipated to take approximately 270 calendar days. The contractor is fifty percent mobilized and has installed
twenty five percent of the tree protection.

Clear Creek Connections Paddle Trail Kayak Launches

For some time, the City of League City Budget and Project Management Department and Parks and Cultural Services
Department have been jointly pursuing the addition of 3 additional kayak launches into Clear Creek. The planned
locations are (1) adjacent to the proposed Landing Boulevard extension, near the future Myrtle Park, (2) at the end
of Kansas Street, within the future Kilgore Park site and (3) near the Highway 270 Boat Ramp in an embayment of
Clear Creek upstream of the boat ramp within the Dr. Ned and Fay Dudney Clear Creek Nature Center. The 3
new launches are additions to the Clear Creek Connections Paddle Trail existing launches at Lynn Gripon Park and
Countryside, at Walter Hall Park (a joint project with Galveston County,) and at Heritage Park. The impetus for the
new launches came from the City Council Strategic Plan in 2018, calling for additional access to Clear Creek for
citizens of and visitors to League City.
At the regular 4B Corporation Board meeting on Monday, February 3, 2020, the Board approved additional
funding for the professional services agreement (PSA) with Burditt Consultants to advance the design of these facilities.
The additional $178,347 in fees was due to an increase in costs for project permits, including U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers Regional General Permit as well as Wetlands delineation and mitigation, TxDOT permits, coastal leases
with the Texas General Land Office, a Cultural Resources Survey (archeological review) and possibly a Phase
1 Environmental Study. The Board had previously approved funding of $204,705 for design of the three kayak
launches and $1,116,565 for building the launches, parking, ramps, and other support facilities. Additional funds for
land acquisition were also set aside for the projects. The original funding process involved 4B Board approval, a
public hearing and Capital Improvement Projects Budget approval by City Council during the FY2019-2020 budget
consideration and action.
The next step toward construction of the launches is for city council to award the design contract to Burditt Consultants.
That will be handled at an upcoming regular City Council meeting.
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CIP Updates
Coastal Management Program Grant
Application

The Coastal Management Program contacted the City
of League City on Wednesday, February 5, 2020
to explain that a grant application for $200,000 in
construction funding for 2 of the 3 kayak launch sites
was approved, due to some additional funding from
NOAA. Late last week city staff learned that the Coastal
Management Program (CMP) would not be funding
the grant application for the kayak launches planned for
Clear Creek. This reversal in fortune for the City will result
in the completion of 2 kayak launches within the next 2
years.

Safe Routes To Schools Grant Applications

Recently, the City of League City learned that two grant
applications to TxDOT for trail funding will not be available
in 2020. The Safe Routes To Schools program was created
to provide safer sidewalks along roadways and in other
areas that directly connect to elementary schools. Last year
the City of League City had applied for two grants: one
to connect residential areas west of Highway 270 and
along Webster Street with Goforth Elementary School via
a sidewalk alongside the street, and the second to connect
residential areas north of Gilbert Elementary School to that
school via a footbridge and trail. The city will pursue other
funding in the future in order to carry out these projects.

Public Works Updates
Preventative Maintenance

Stormwater crews have been performing preventative
maintenance on Loch Lomond Drive and Wesley Street
after receiving a report that leaves constantly build up
after rain events at Loch Lomond Drive. Next, the area
was inspected and it was determined that ditch grading
and clearing out of the culverts along Wesley would
help with the water exiting the neighborhood. Leaves
drain into the ditch then sediment accumulates and can
begin to restrict water flow. Now that the work has
been completed, stormwater crews will perform follow
up checks of this work after rain events to verify proper
drainage and to keep the leaves from building up. We
ask that homeowners please keep yard waste picked
up so that it does not flow into the drainage system and
cause a blockage.

Inline Inspections

The Line Repair department routinely fields customer
complaints on sewer service lines backing up and causing
slow draining toilets and sinks. Line Inspection crews
were dispatched and performed an inline inspection of
a resident’s service line leading to the collection sewer
main to determine the cause of the backed up line. Causes
for backed up lines could vary from tree roots, grease,
and collapsed lines. In this case, roots were identified as
the cause of the issue and were cleared out and service
was restored back to normal conditions. If customers
experience this problem, they can call the City’s Line Repair
Department day or night at 281-554-1390.
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Public Works Updates
Swing Check Valve Maintenance

The Wastewater
Department is currently
conducting preventative
maintenance on swing
check valves. Check
valves are an important
part of wastewater
pumping and flow
because they control
directional flow for the
prevention of backflow
for piping systems. The
valves can also be equipped with springs, air cushions, or
oil dashpot arrangements to reduce the valve’s propensity
of slamming and ultimately causing damage to the valve.
Maintenance is mostly minimal for these valves under
normal conditions, but they do need to be inspected
and cleaned on a normal basis to maintain normal flow.
Corrosive environments require valves to be serviced
to prevent failures. A regular scheduled preventative
maintenance is needed to service all check valves at lift
stations and wastewater treatment plants. Wastewater
employees routinely service and maintain valves based
on the manufacture recommendations for wastewater
applications.

Water Production

Staff with Water Production are
performing a re-plumbing of all
transducers at the South Shore
Harbor Booster Pump Station.
The purpose for the plumbing
conversion to pressure / level
transducers is to have a precise
and accurate calibration result
without anything impeding
during testing process. With the
addition of fittings and critical
placement of valves, staff are able to ensure proper
isolation of transducers so there will be no compromise or
interference during the calibration process. The addition
of valves ensures proper draining or “zeroing out” of
transducers during testing procedures. The plumbing
conversion also ensures proper attachment to calibration
equipment for accurate calibration.

Traffic Department Assists Wastewater
Department

Traffic crews were recently called upon to assist the
Wastewater Department to utilize a bucket truck to
help replace a hoist motor on the overhead crane at
the Southwest Water Reclamation Facility Headworks
location. This crane is typically used for maintenance
activities for the plant and the hoist was in need of
replacement. The bucket truck was used for this work
to save League City the cost of rental equipment. The
bucket truck is equipped with a two-man bucket and a
winch so that it can be used as a light duty crane with an
extension of 55’. This lifted the hoist motor for installation
and positioned the workers where needed to complete
the work.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
Middleman Skate Camp

FREE 'Nature with Kristine' events this Saturday
This Saturday, February 8, residents can explore the
outdoors and participate in two "Nature with Kristine"
sessions. The first, from 9 to 11 a.m., will be hosted at the
Dr. Ned and Faye Dudney Clear Creek Nature Center
and will feature an "I Spy Nature" program . From 2 to 4
p.m. , the second session will be hosted at the Ghirardi
Water Smart Park and will feature a lesson and craft
project about delightful dragonflies.

Spring Swim Lessons

The Parks and Recreation Department will be offering
spring sessions of swim lessons at the Hometown Heroes
pool. The first session will begin on March 30 and the
second one will start on April 27. Classes are open
to ages 3-12 years and there are a variety of classes
to choose from. To register, come by the front desk of
Hometown Heroes Park.
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Helen Hall Library Updates
Arts Alive

On Wednesday,
February 12,
“Arts Alive!” is
coming to share a
wonderful program
with our children
and families. This
group is especially
popular with
patrons and always
provides an exciting
and interactive
experience for the
children who attend.
This program will
focus on utilizing the magic of the expressive arts. Children
will go on an incredible adventure using their imagination
and participating through movement and expression.
The program will take place from 10:15 to 10:45 a.m. and
then again from 11 to 11:30 a.m. It is geared for children
between the ages of 0 to 5 years and will be held in the
Library Theater.

Communications Updates
South Shore Harbour Ranks Amongst Hottest Neighborhoods

This week, South Shore Harbour made the list of one of the “10 Hottest Houston Area neighborhoods to watch in
2020” according to a new report from the real estate website Redfin. Neighborhoods were ranked by greatest yearover-year growth in listing pageviews on Redfin.com and by agents reviews about what areas saw rising interest from
homebuyers. Click here to read the article.
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Communications Updates
Electronic Edition of City Matters

LC Locals of the Week

The February 2020 electronic edition of City Matters
was emailed out on February 1 to those residents
who have signed up to receive the monthly newsletter.
Are you getting it in your inbox? If not, email
communications@leaguecitytx.gov.

Click here to read more about them

Last Call to Register for Citizen University

The deadline to register for the League City Citizen
University spring 2020 class is quickly approaching
on February 17. The mission of the League City Citizens
University is to familiarize the residents and business
owners of League City with the purpose, process, and
structure of the city’s government and equip citizens to
become active participants in municipal operations. To
apply for the 10-week program, visit www.leaguecity.
com/citizenuniversity.

Get this week's LC Lowdown

Events and Meetings
Feb. 8: Nature with Kristine: I Spy Nature
Nature with Kristine: Delightful Dragonflies
Feb. 29: Parks and Rec Saturday Social
Brown Bag Book Sale

