CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
MARCH 20, 2020

Statewide Executive Order
Impacts League City
On Thursday, March 19, Texas Governor Greg Abbott
declared a public health disaster for the first time in more than
100 years. Gov. Abbott also issued several executive orders
that impact all residents in League City. The orders include:
Order No. 1: In accordance with the Guidelines from the
President and the CDC, every person in Texas shall avoid
social gatherings in groups of more than 10 people.

This executive order does not prohibit people from visiting
a variety of places, including grocery stores, gas stations,
parks, and banks, so long as the necessary precautions
are maintained to reduce the transmission of COVID-19.
This executive order does not mandate sheltering in place.
All critical infrastructure will remain operational, domestic
travel will remain unrestricted, and government entities and
businesses will continue providing essential services.

Order No. 2: In accordance with the Guidelines from
the President and the CDC, people shall avoid eating or
drinking at bars, restaurants, and food courts, or visiting
gyms or massage parlors; provided, however, that the use
of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options is allowed and
highly encouraged throughout the limited duration of this
executive order.

For offices and workplaces that remain open, employees
should practice good hygiene and, where feasible, work
from home in order to achieve optimum isolation from
COVD-19. The more that people reduce their public
contact, the sooner COVID-19 will be contained and the
sooner this executive order will expire.

Order No. 3: In accordance with the Guidelines from the
President and the CDC, people shall not visit nursing homes
or retirement or long-term care facilities unless to provide
critical assistance.
Order No. 4: In accordance with the Guidelines from the
President and the CDC, schools shall temporarily close.
These orders will be effective on a statewide basis starting
at 11:59 p.m. on March 20, 2020 and will end at 11:59
PM on April 3, 2020, subject to extension thereafter
based on the status of COVID-19 in Texas and the
recommendations of the CDC. Click here to read the entire
executive order from Governor Abbot.

Before Gov. Abbot issued the executive order, League
City Mayor Pat Hallisey on March 19, signed a local
disaster declaration for the City. The local declaration will
allow League City to take further measures, if necessary,
to reduce the risk of COVID-19 from spreading in our
community and will also help with federal funding for
emergency services and medical supplies should the need
arise. The local declaration strongly recommends that bars,
nightclubs, lounges, taverns, arcades, and private clubs in
the City close. It also strongly recommends that restaurants
and other establishments in the City that serve food only sell
food and drink for off-premise consumption. Click here to
read the local disaster declaration.

League City | City Manager’s Update

MARCH 20 | 2020

Current City Closures, Cancelations, and Postponements

•Hometown Heroes is closed, and all programming is
canceled until March 30.
•The Helen Hall Library will be closed to the public as
of 6 p.m. Thursday, March 19 until further notice. All
library scheduled programming will also be cancelled.
Staff members want to remind library card holders that
they have access to thousands of eBooks here. There is
also a variety of free, online learning opportunities for
children through their website, including online story
times and educational resources to help families have
fun, continue learning, and stay home. To access the
resources and take part in the “stay home challenge”
click here.
•City facility rentals are canceled and will be
rescheduled, but all City public parks will remain open
until further notice.
•City Hall, the City Hall Annex, and the Municipal
Courts building are open and operating under
normal business hours. However, we are strongly
encouraging residents to take advantage of the City’s
various online portals that can be used to make a
utility bill payment or pay a court fine.

•All court dockets in League City Municipal Court
scheduled for the months of March and April will be
rescheduled to a later date. Jurors scheduled for jury
duty on March 24, 2020 do NOT need to appear.
•All City-sponsored events are postponed/canceled
through May 4. This includes the Household
Hazardous Waste Event scheduled for this Saturday.
For a complete listing, click here.
•All City board, committee, and advisory group
meetings have been canceled.
•The March 24 City Council meeting is still scheduled
at this time, but residents are encouraged to watch
the meeting on Comcast channel 16 or online at the
City’s website.
•For the time being, water service will not be
disconnected for non-payment, and late payment fees
will not be charged.
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Helpful Tips and Resources

Social Distancing and Flattening the Curve

To prevent the spread of COVID-19 and ensure our
healthcare system isn’t overwhelmed, social distancing
is recommended. Preventing the rapid transmission of
the coronavirus will disperse cases over time, rather than
overwhelming hospitals all at once. Learn more about
stopping the spread of COVID-19 here.

Groceries

A two-week supply of food and necessities for your
family is enough to get through a period of quarantine.
As long as residents only buy what they need, there will
be enough food and supplies for everyone. Federal and
local government authorities have encouraged people
to stop stockpiling groceries, and grocery stores have
limited the purchase of certain products.

Price Gouging

If you see price gouging, please report it to local
authorities or file a complaint with the Texas Attorney
General. Learn more about how to identify price
gouging.

Resources

•The Galveston County Health District has opened
an information call center to answer questions about
COVID-19. The center is open Monday-Friday, 8
a.m.-5 p.m. The number to call is 409-938-7221.
There is also regularly updated information on their
website.
•Updated list of Coronavirus cases in USA confirmed
by the CDC.
•Live map of global COVID-19 cases.
•CDC Information on the Coronavirus.
If you do feel sick and believe you may have been
exposed to COVID-19, contact your health care
provider or a hospital immediately. Describe your
symptoms and travel history. If they recommend
testing, go as soon as possible.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
City Offering Online Videos, Daily Challenges,
and Learning Resources

Getting a little stir-crazy working from home? Having a
hard time keeping the kids from complaining that they are
bored all the time? Staff from League City’s Parks and
Recreation Department and the Helen Hall Library are
providing a variety of online learning and entertainment
opportunities for League City residents. Although
Hometown Heroes is closed and all programming has
been canceled until March 30, staff are working behind
the scenes to create daily videos and virtual classes on
the Parks and Recreation Facebook page.
Every day at 11:30, a new “how-to” or “daily challenge”
video will be posted or streamed live. Topics will include
everything from guitar lessons and hair braiding to yoga,

Public Parks Remain Open

fitness, and even scavenger hunts. If there are other
classes you would like to see, email Katrina.hersh@
leaguecitytx.gov. The team is also planning a virtual
egg hunt on April 5 to take the place of the canceled
“League City Egg Scramble”. Stay tuned for more details.
Hometown Heroes staff are also maintaining a “Laughter
Line” Monday through Thursday from 1 to 2 p.m. If you
need a laugh, call 281-554-1195, and staff will tell you
a joke.

At this time, League City Parks continue to be open and offer a way for families to spend time outdoors while still
practicing social distancing.
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Galveston County Health District Confirms
Fourth Presumptive Positive Case of Coronavirus
On Wednesday, March 18, the Galveston County Health District (GCHD) confirmed two additional positive
COVID-19 cases in Galveston County residents, bringing the county’s case total to four. One of the cases confirmed
comes from a League City resident. GCHD will now only announce cases as positive as they are treated the same
regardless of being presumptive or waiting confirmation. GCHD is conducting epidemiological investigations and
is working to quickly identify close contacts of both cases. The health district does not comment on case specifics,
including the person’s city of residence or what businesses they may have visited. Read more here.

Community Assistance Available for Those Impacted by COVID-19
Residents Without Water Due to Non-Payment
The City of League City has suspended all late payments
for utility bills and disconnects for non-payment. If you are
a customer who is currently without water service due to
non-payment, please call the Utility Department at 281554-1335. Financial help is available for customers who
have been disconnected due to non-payment.

United Way Partner Agencies

Various community agencies and non-profit groups in our
area are providing assistance for citizens impacted by the
Corona virus. Interfaith Caring Ministries, located at 151
Park Avenue in League City, can be contacted at 281332-3881. Residents are asked to call before coming in
so their needs can be assessed over the phone. For a full
list of agencies who partner with United Way Galveston
County, click here.

Galveston County Food Bank

The League City Rotary Club, in partnership with the
Galveston County Food Bank, will be hosting a FREE,
drive-thru, mobile food distribution this Friday, March
20 at Hometown Heroes Park. Distribution will start at
1 p.m. and last until 3 p.m., or until the truck has been
emptied. Each car will receive an assortment of food
regardless of the number of families represented in the
vehicle. A patron in each car will need to present valid
identification as part of the usual registration process for
mobile food distribution.

School Districts

Clear Creek ISD is providing FREE weekday drive-through
meals. Parents can drive up to the front entrance of the
school between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. and receive a meal
for each student present under the age of 18 in the vehicle.
The five schools serving meals are Greene Elementary,
League City Elementary, McWhirter Elementary, Stewart
Elementary, and Whitcomb Elementary. Get the most upto-date information here.
Dickinson ISD is providing FREE weekday drive-through
meals for all students who qualify for the federal meal
program. Parents can drive to the Owens Drive side of
Dickinson High School between 11 a.m. and 12 p.m. and
receive a packaged lunch and breakfast meal for the next
morning. Learn more here.
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Public Works Updates
Disposing of Trash Properly

City staff is receiving lot of questions about whether or
not trash services are running due to COVID-19. As of
now, our services have not been impacted and trash
will continue to be picked up. Residents are reminded to
properly dispose of waste in trash bags to keep staff safe,
healthy and at least exposed as possible.

Turkey Rescue

Staff from various departments continue to be hard
at work even in unprecedented circumstances. This
week, wastewater employee Kenny Printz assisted
Animal Control officer Briana Sapon in rescuing turkeys.
Kenny spotted domestic turkeys that were dumped
on McFarland Road after leaving work one day. He
contacted the Animal Control department to see if the
turkeys could be captured and relocated. Fortunately,
Kenny and Briana worked together to cut branches and
vines and were able to capture and save the animals.

Disinfecting
Measures

Water Production
employees are cleaning
and disinfecting areas
around ALL water
pumping facilities daily.
This is a proactive
measure to minimize
the spreading of germs
of where employees
convene during
the workday when
performing their daily
tasks. Safeguarding
the health of the Water
Production employees
is of the utmost urgency
during the COVID-19 pandemic and helps ensure that
the City is able to provide continuous water service to the
community.

Friendly Reminder: Think Before You Flush

The Wastewater Department would like to remind
everyone not to flush wipes or paper towels into the
sanitary sewers. Keeping sewer systems up and running
is crucial during the coronavirus outbreak, which is why
people should not flush wipes and paper towels that may
contribute to line-blocking or sanitary overflows. The only
thing that should be flushed is toilet paper.
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Public Safety Updates
Recruitment Events Postponed

The League City Police Department is postponing all
recruiting events at the League City Police Department
during the months of March and April. Updates will be
posted to the police department’s website and social
media pages.

Firefighters Move In

This past weekend,
League City
volunteer firefighters
moved into the City’s
newest Station #6
located at South
Shore Boulevard.
The station will
now house both firefighters and EMS personnel, who
will serve the growing population in the MarBella and
Hidden Lakes subdivisions.

Animal Shelter Update

The League City Animal Shelter needs YOUR help! Due
to the pandemic, they are limited on staff and are in
desperate need of fosters, particularly for large adult
dogs. To become a foster, fill out the online application
here or call 281-554-1377 to set-up an appointment, fill
out an application in person, and take your foster home.
For more information you can contact Jasmine O'Keefe
at jasmine.okeefe@leageucitytx.gov or LaKeisha Shaw
at lakeisha.shaw@leaguecitytx.gov.

COVID-19 Relief for Small Businesses and Private Non-Profit Organizations
The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) is working
directly with state Governors to provide targeted, lowinterest disaster recovery loans to small businesses and
private non-profit organizations to alleviate economic
injury caused by COVID-19.
The SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to
$2 million in assistance and can provide vital economic
support to small businesses and private non-profit
organizations that experience a temporary loss of
revenue. The SBA’s loans may be used to pay fixed
debts, payroll, accounts payable, and other bills that
can’t be paid due to the impact of COVID-19.
The interest rate on SBA loans will be 3.75% for
small businesses and 2.75% for private non-profit
organizations, both of which are unable to secure credit
from other sources. The SBA’s loans offer affordable,
long-term repayment terms for up to a maximum of 30
years. Terms are determined on a case-by-case basis,
and they are based upon each borrower’s ability to
repay.

In order to create an account and prepare your financial
records for a loan application, visit SBA Disaster Loan
Account Login. For additional information, visit www.
sba.gov/coronavirus, www.sba.gov/disaster, call
1-800-659-2955 (TTY: 1-800-877-8339), or e-mail
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov.
For guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention regarding how to plan, prepare, and respond
to COVID-19, visit Interim Guidance for Businesses and
Employers.

Supporting Local
Businesses

The League City
Regional Chamber of
Commerce wants to
remind residents that
pick up, drive through,
and delivery are great
ways to support our restaurants and servers. Click here for
a list of local restaurants with pick up and delivery options.
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CIP Updates
Asphalt Street Rehabilitation Package 4 (RE1704D):
Crews are in the process of stabilizing the base on the
west half of David Avenue. It is estimated to be drivable
by March 21, 2020, once that side has compacted
crushed concrete. Crews will then focus their efforts on
the east side of David Avenue. Full depth reconstruction
work will then shift to Michigan Avenue. Mill and overlay
of Iowa and Illinois is scheduled to begin in April 2020.
The purpose of this project is to perform road base repairs
and asphalt resurfacing as part of an annual infrastructure
reinvestment program on approximately 17,853 linear feet
of asphalt roads.

South Shore Blvd./SH96 Right Turn Lane and Fire
Station No. 6 Median Cut (ST1912): Crews have
started to work on adding a right turn lane to northbound
South Shore Boulevard to eastbound on State Highway
96. The median cut for Fire Station No. 6 on South Shore
Boulevard includes a signal light to stop oncoming traffic
so fire trucks may exit the station safely in emergency
situations. Saw cutting at the median began the week
of March 16. Complete breakout and hauling of debris
are scheduled to be completed by March 27, 2020. The
contractor will then request a compaction stabilization
test.

FM518/SH3 Water Main Crossing (WT1302B):
Construction crews are in the process of final tie-in of
the new water line to the existing water line on FM518
and SH3 at CVS pharmacy. This project includes the
replacement of approximately 500 linear feet of water
lines by trenchless construction located at the intersection
of SH3 & FM518. Weather delays have pushed
construction completion to end of March 2020.
Fire Station No. 6 (FR1701): This project constructed
a new Fire Station on South Shore Boulevard south
of SH96. The three-story fire station features three
bays, a pumper, and living quarters for firefighters and
paramedics. The new station will serve the growing
population on the southeast side of the City and is part
of the City’s goal to maintain or decrease response
times. Construction has been completed, with only minor
punch list items remaining. A Temporary Certificate of
Occupancy has been approved. The fire fighters moved
into the facility the weekend of March 13.

MUD 14-15 Lift Station Improvements (WW1206):
The scope of this project is to enhance the current lift
station. One hundred percent construction plans were
approved and signed-off the week of March 16. Cost
estimates were also submitted by the engineer the week
of March 16 and are currently being reviewed. This
project is scheduled to go out for bid in April 2020.
Clear Creek Tributaries Clearing & Desnagging
Project (DR1910 A-D): This study determined that
selective clearing and desnagging of these Clear Creek
tributaries would increase capacity. A public meeting
took place on March 12 at the Civic Center. The engineer
discussed the proposed drainage plan for the areas
affected and answered questions from citizens. Thirty
percent design plans are scheduled to be submitted to the
City for review by the end of March.
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CIP Updates
Force Main Upgrade Bay Colony Lift Station to Ervin
(WW1206): The scope of this project will add new 18inch force main lines along Calder Road South to Bay
Colony Lift Station. The contractor began mobilization the
week of March 16. They began setting up the temporary
fence to secure their construction trailer and storage
container. The first phase will be installing the 18-inch
force main at Cross Colony Drive, then working towards
Ervin Avenue.

League Park and Drainage Improvements (ED1503):
League Park is receiving a major improvement effort
with new pavers, lighting, and an improved lawn area,
which is roughly $2 million of the construction budget. The
project scope also includes drainage improvement with
a new storm sewer line that will connect to an existing
storm sewer at Kansas Street totaling $1.44 million.
From Kansas Street the storm sewer line will run along
Coryell Street and tie to an existing manhole near Park
Avenue. Coryell will be rehabilitated once the drainage
is complete and is roughly $520,000 of the budget. A
new waterline is also included along Coryell for a total of
$215,000. Lucas Construction was awarded the contract
and began construction work on January 27, 2020.
Construction time to substantial completion is anticipated
to take approximately 270 calendar days. Lucas
construction has completed installing tree protection,
construction fencing, and demolition within the park. They
have also completed installing the temporary widening
along Coryell. Next month the contractor will begin the
installation of the storm sewer line, drainage items within
the park, and light pole foundations.

Animal Adoption Shelter (PD1502): The League City Animal Care and Adoption Center project includes the
construction of a new single-story animal care and adoption center with approximately 13,025 square feet of floor
area; and includes green space, parking, and site improvements. City staff began moving into the shelter the week of
March 16, 2020.

Communications Update
The Communications Department is working daily to
provide timely updates to League City residents regarding
COVID-19. Everyday, Director of Communications
Sarah Greer Osborne shares information on the City’s
Facebook page through live video interviews with staff
and community partners. Residents can tune in daily and
also get additional information on the City’s website,
Twitter, and Nextdoor pages.

