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Animal Care and Adoption Center
closed until June 21
See page 5

PAGE 1 | City Manager’s Update

JUNE 17 | 2022

New Art Across League City
If you’ve driven across
town in the past few
days, you may have
noticed new art
displayed as part of
League City’s Public Art
Initiative. Recently, local
artists Adam Socie,
Doug Hiser and Joy
Matheson completed
four new traffic boxes.
These new art displays
feature designs that
reflect the beauty and
uniqueness of our
wildlife. They can be
found at the locations
below:
•FM 646 at SH 3
•League City Pkwy. at South Shore Blvd.
•FM 517 at Shoreview
•League City Pkwy. at Brittany Lakes
The trees in front of the Helen Hall Library also have a
colorful new look. Some call them tree wraps or cuffs, and
others call it “yard bombing.” We just call them wonderful
works of art created by League City’s Every Stitch Way
Club. The group meets every other Wednesday at the
Helen Hall library and they’ve been working for weeks on
these colorful tree cuffs. If interested in joining or donating
knit or crochet pieces for the Tree Cuff project, email Rosa.
Salcido@leaguecitytx.gov.
You can meet these creative crochet and knit artists next
Saturday, June 25 at our White Linen Night Art Crawl and
find out how you can join the tree wrap project.
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Ghirardi Tree 100-Year Anniversary
This June marks the 10-year anniversary of the relocation
of the historic Ghirardi Compton Oak Tree. This tree is
now over 100 years old and is currently thriving in its
new home thanks to the immense care of City staff and
residents.
Ten years ago, a road-widening project required the
century-old Ghirardi Compton Oak tree to be removed
from its home on the Ghirardi family property at the corner
of FM 518 and Louisiana Avenue. Rather than cut down
the tree, City leaders and residents agreed that it was
an important piece of League City history and worth
preserving. The tree was carefully moved 1,500 feet
down the road to the Ghirardi Family WaterSmart Park.
Recently, the City placed a new sign in front of the tree that
tells its story and background. You can visit the Ghirardi
Tree and check out the new sign at the Ghirardi Family
Watersmart Park, 1910 Louisiana Ave. Watch a short video
documenting the Ghirardi tree’s transplant effort.

Who was the Ghirardi family?
For more than 100 years, the Ghirardi Compton oak
tree grew on the property of one of League City’s first
Italian immigrant families—the Ghirardi family. Giovanni
and Marie Ghirardi came to Texas in 1892 from
Cercenasco—a village in the Piedmont region of northern
Italy. Marie’s tragic death in 1905 prompted the oldest
of the Ghirardi children to get a job working on a farm.
Eleven-year-old Sebastian Ghirardi worked for Mitsutaro
Kobayashi—one of the area’s first Japanese immigrants
and a farmer of Satsuma oranges and vegetables.

Putting Down Roots
By 1918, Sebastian had saved enough money to
purchase land and build a new home for his family.
The Ghirardis thrived at their new property. They spent
decades farming fruits and vegetables, strengthening
the local economy. League City’s Italian families are
credited with helping transform the area from a ranching
community to a farming community.
Ghirardi Tree Stats
•56-feet tall
•258 tons
•100-foot-wide canopy
•135-inch trunk circumference
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White Linen Night Art Crawl
As part of the League City Public Art initiative and the
City’s 60th Anniversary Celebrations, we’re asking
residents to dress in white, grab their friends and family,
and enjoy a sophisticated evening of art and history in
League City's charming Historic District on Saturday,
June 25 from 4 to 8 p.m. The event—called the White
Linen Night Art Crawl—will include visual and performing
artists, music, food, beverages, and much more. Hosted
by the Keep League City Beautiful citizen committee and
the League City Historical Society, the free event will have
over 100 booths and tents lining the streets of League
City’s Historic District featuring art and craft pieces for
sale created by local artists. In addition, visual and dramatic artists—including local dance, theatrical groups, bands,
and musicians will perform throughout the evening at League Park, Butler's Courtyard, The League City Historical
Society Museum/One Room School House, and on various street corners throughout the Historic District. Attendees
will also be able to purchase food, dessert, cool treats, and beverages from food trucks and local businesses. Kids
and adults will want to stop by the “Hands On” area at League Park for arts and crafts and a chance to challenge
each other in some outdoor games. Learn more about the White Linen Night Art Crawl at https://www.leaguecitytx.
gov/4327/League-City-White-Linen-Night.

Hurricane Season Presentations
This week, Emergency Management Coordinator Ryan
Edghill served on a panel hosted by the League City
Regional Chamber of Commerce to discuss hurricane
season preparedness. He was one of four panelists
moderated by KHOU meteorologist Chita Craft. He
also gave a presentation to senior residents at Faith
Assembly of God about hurricane season as part of
the department’s public outreach effort to provide
information and resources to stay prepared throughout
hurricane season.
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Mayoral Panel
League City Mayor Pat Hallisey recently joined other
mayors in the region, including Friendswood, La Marque,
Santa Fe and Dickinson for a mayoral panel hosted by
the League City Regional Chamber of Commerce. At the
event, they discussed their experiences as elected officials
and the work that goes into being mayor of a city.

League City Wall of Fame
Congratulations to the following City employees who received recognition this week from staff and members of the
community.
Dora Jones (Purchasing) All-Star Recognition
I received a call from an auction winner giving positive feedback for Dora through the auction process with the city.
The caller said that Dora stepped up, quickly answered questions and resolved a small issue of his winning item that
allowed him to get the item and all correct documents in on time. He wanted to thank her for great customer service!
~Amanda Smith - On behalf of Successful Auction Bidder
Melissa Perez (Municipal Court) All-Star Recognition
The other day I had a citizen come into the Civic Center seeking help, however, there was a language barrier, and
I couldn't figure out what he was needing despite us trying to use Google Translate. I called over to Melissa at the
Municipal Court and she was so kind to help him figure out what he needed and pointed him in the proper direction. I
greatly appreciate Melissa's willingness to help, and her patience and customer service! ~Kayla Gripon
Amy Englishbee (Animal Control) All-Star Recognition
Only having one year as an animal control officer, Amy has carried the department when they were down to only two
officers for the whole city. Doing on call rotation every other week, along with her normal duties, she has also started
seven cruelty investigations and gathered the required evidence to win the cases. Prior to Officer Amy Englishbee it
was rare for Animal Control to put in that kind of diligence for the animals of League City. She has won all seven cases
and helped find homes for the animals the shelter seized. She is a huge animal advocate. She has received nothing
but compliments from the citizens she has dealt with giving options and alternative solutions for them to keep their pets
safe and in their home. She is setting the benchmark for what an Animal Control Officer should be and is nothing but
an asset to the city. With only one year as an ACO I think she should be held up and recognized for the quality of
service she is bringing to her department. ~Sean Fanti
Mike Kubiak (Information Technology) All-Star Recognition
Mike Kubiak in IT has provided amazing support to the city! There was a problem discovered with Click Share during
a presentation and Mike was contacted to help. The problem was unable to be corrected that day, but he continued
to work on the issue tirelessly until it was corrected within the next couple of days to ensure the next presentation could
run successfully. He didn’t stop there. Since the problem was with Click Share, he went to each of the three conference
rooms in City Hall to ensure all of them were updated and working properly! His dedication, professionalism, and
positivity are greatly appreciated! ~Twyla Bradford
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Animal Care and Adoption Center Temporarily Closed
The League City Animal Care and Adoption Center will be closed to the public and all
volunteers until Tuesday, June 21. Several staff members have recently tested positive for
COVID, and out of an abundance of caution for the health and safety of all city employees
and the overall community, the decision has been made to close the center for public
adoptions, animal surrenders, and stray drop-offs.
Animals currently at the shelter will be fed and cared for by staff who have tested negative and by League City Animal
Protection Officers, who will also be available to handle citizen service calls including loose or stray animals, injured
animals, cruelty reports, and barking complaints. To request assistance from an Animal Protection Officer, please call
the police dispatch line at 281-332-2566.

Flag Day
In observation of Flag Day on Tuesday,
June 14, members of League City
Boy Scout Troop 603 performed the
posting of the colors at the beginning
of the League City Council meeting.
Scouts, ranging in age from the 7th
through the 12th grade not only posted
the colors, but also led Council and
meeting attendees in the pledge of
allegiance to the U.S .and Texas flags.
Several scouts also stayed throughout
the meeting to learn more about local
city government and how council
meetings operate.

Public Safety Updates
College of the Mainland First Wildland Class
Last week, firefighters from League City, Texas City,
Galveston, Friendswood, and Forest Bend took part in
College of the Mainland’s first Wildland Class. This 40hour blended class is the first step toward certification in the
wildland world. Currently, there are only two institutions of
higher learning in the State of Texas that offer this training:
College of the Mainland, and Tarrant County College. A
total of 13 students and four instructors (four students and
one instructor were from the League City Fire Department)
participated in this class.
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Public Safety Updates
Boat Assistance

On Tuesday, June
14, the League City
Fire Department was
dispatched to assist
Seabrook Volunteer Fire
Department and the U.S.
Coast Guard Sector
Houston-Galveston with
retrieving the identification
markers off a boat that had
sunk in the bay. League
City firefighters also
ensured there was no fuel
leaking from the boat. The Coast Guard was in contact
with the boat owner and is working with them to have the
boat removed.

EMS Paramedics Training at San Antonio
Area Cadaver Lab

EMS paramedics have been training at the Center for
Emergency Health Sciences in Spring Branch, Texas,
north of San Antonio. The training center has a program
that allows staff to gain valuable advanced skills
practice using cadavers. Staff members in the program
recognize the gift these people gave to humanity and
hope to fulfill their wishes in allowing for this training.
Primarily, paramedics work on advanced airway skills like
endotracheal intubation, but also work on other treatment
modalities in a near realistic simulation. Patients in League
City are needing those airway procedures anywhere
from 15-25 times on month. Like medical students,
paramedics must be able to master airway management
techniques and this training capability is invaluable. EMS
plans to send a few paramedics quarterly.

Regional Training

The League City Police Department believes that welltrained officers are not only safe officers, but also provide
a higher level of service to the citizens of League City. This
week, the LCPD Training Division trained over 40 officers
from around the Houston area in three courses.

Property Fraud Alert

Home title theft occurs when a crook forges the owner's
name on a quitclaim deed, files it with the county, and
then takes out a loan against the home, or sells it. The
crime usually targets abandoned or empty homes, where
the owner is often a senior or deceased. Galveston
County Clerk's Office has set up a way for you to be
notified of possible fraudulent activity.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
There are still spots available for summer programs!
Don't forget to register!

Power YOGA

Mondays 6-7pm
July 18th - August 22nd
Registration fee: $60

At The Community Center
Ages 18 and Older

Adult Kickboxing
Wednesdays 7-8pm
July 20th - August 24th
Registration fee: $60
At The Community Center
Ages 18 and Older

Strength & Conditioning
Tuesdays 7-8pm

July 19th - August 23rd
Registration fee: $60
At Hometown Heroes Park
Ages 50 and Older

Fast Forward Kids Specialty Camps
June 27 - July 1
Fee: $88.00
Lego Science & Technology Life Skills
9am - 11am
Ages 8-12

Bring young technicians into a creative, engineering
environment. Not found in stores, the special Lego
Logo kits provide extraordinary opportunities
for the hands-on construction.

Lego Mania
11:30am - 1:30pm
Ages 4-7
Enrichment in the areas of personal creativity,
following instructions, eye-hand coordination,
problem solving, critical thinking and learning will be
experienced as the child has the opportunity to
construct dinosaurs, rockets, castles, airplanes, forts,
cars, and more

Drones and Lego Workshop
2 - 4pm
Ages 8-12
Learn to fly one our Drones! Merging the best advanced
science and STEM technology projects with the wonde
of flight. A hands-on learning approach providing
innovation and adventure.

For more info call us at
281-554-1180
or visit leaguecity.com/parks

Follow us @LeagueCityParksandRecreation
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Library Updates
UPCOMING EVENTS
MARINE
MASTERPIECES

SEA TURTLES &
MORE

WRITERS SATURDAY
WORKSHOPS

Teens are creating aquatic art this
summer! On June 21, they will design
a Jellyfish Painting.

Learn about our local sea turtles and
other Galeveston Bay marine life.

Presented by mystery writers
Teresa Trent and Terry Korth Fischer.
Don't miss this awesome opportunity!

Tues, June 21 from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
For ages 12 to 18

Wed, June 22 from 2 to 3 p.m.
For Kindergarten to 5th grade

Sat, June 25 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

OTHER HAPPENINGS
Gulfy and Friends: Come meet Gulfy from the Texas Marine Mammal
Stranding Network on Tuesday, June 21 from 2 to 3 p.m. There will be
a storytime and activities, and all ages are welcome!
Teen Clash of the Cards: Teens between the ages of 12 to 18 will
battle in an endless world of beasts and beings by playing Magic: The
Gathering and other similar card games. This program is hosted by a
Teen Advisory Board member on June 22 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Family Fun Arts: Join us for hands-on fun for all ages. You never
know what beautiful artwork your family might create! This program
takes place on June 23 from 6 to 7 p.m. and will also be available on
July 28 and August 25.

FOLLOW US!

For adults
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CIP Updates
Hike and Bike Trails Wayfinding Signage Project (PK1701)

The City of League City has developed a family of wayfinding signage which includes four different sign types. The first
phase of signage was installed in 2021 within the Feathered Friends Trails and included kiosk blade signs, directional
signs, park signs and interpretive signs. The scope of Phase 2 which combines two phases in one, will incorporate
29 new signs within the Fauna and Flowers Trails, 20 signs within the Coastal Creatures Trails as well as installing an
additional four signs within the Phase 1 Trails, totaling 53 additional signs. A maximum of 10 interpretive “Type D” signs
will be included. Council awarded the design contract at the June 14, 2022 meeting.

Bayridge Park Redevelopment (PK1902)

The construction contract has been awarded and a pre-construction meeting is scheduled for June 24. Notice to
Proceed is expected in early July with a construction duration of five months to reach final completion. Improvements
that are planned for the park include a new concrete trail around the park perimeter, the playground replacement,
installing picnic tables under a small shade pavilion, and the installation of shade trees. The current baseball dugouts
will be improved, and a walkway and a picnic table will be added to the basketball court. All add-on alternates
were awarded as well, which include a sidewalk extension around the existing water ground storage tank facility,
resurfacing of the basketball court, and fencing around the playground area. The existing ground storage facility is
expected to be decommissioned and removed in the next 2 years.

TxDOT Corridor Landscape Improvements (RE2101)

This project is a partnership between League City and TxDOT to provide landscape improvements along the major
TxDOT corridors within League City. This opportunity leverages TxDOT funding through the Green Ribbon Program Corridor Aesthetics and Landscape Master Plan. Potential improvements include:
•Median landscape improvements along FM 518, FM 646, SH 96, Marina Bay Drive corridors
•Landscape improvements along the I-45 corridor
•Plantings/landscaping at 8 ponds along IH
•Entry features such as signage and landscaping at City limits of various corridors
The beautification of streets and other public areas improve the quality of life for residents and visitors while
landscaping beautifies the City in a positive way to influence new businesses and residents to relocate to the City.
Staff, TxDOT, and focus groups met with the consultant, for a series of scoping meetings to work on the conceptual
design. The project is expected to be completed in phases. Current plans are anticipated to be complete in the 4th
quarter of 2022, with bidding by TxDOT anticipated in the 2nd quarter of 2023.
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CIP Updates
Bay Colony Park (PK2001)

The City’s consultant is working toward an end of June deadline for Schematic Design (SD) of Bay Colony Park. The
latest iteration of this 106-acre facility will incorporate information gleaned from recent meetings and communications
with City staff and from the May field trip to observe facilities in other communities first-hand. After review and
approval of SD by staff, the Parks Board and the 4B Corporation Board, the design team will move into Design
Development (DD) and refine the materials and details for the construction drawings that will follow DD.
In April, City Council approved amendments to the design contract so that alternative designs can be prepared for
several features that may be included within the park. The design of the entire park that the consultant is working on
will include 13 items that are considered alternatives. The consultant will provide design alternatives that will allow City
Council to determine which solution for each of the 13 facilities is the most cost-effective after the project is bid.
Amenities that consultant are incorporating into the Master Plan include:
•5 field softball complex
•4 field baseball complex
•Batting cages at each complex
•Warm up areas at each complex
•Concessions / restrooms at both complexes
•Picnic facilities
•Playground areas
•Soccer / Football fields
•Tennis / Pickleball courts
•Disc Golf
•Trails/Walkways
•Lighted parking spaces
•Detention/Retention Ponds
•Maintenance & Operations Facility
•Other amenities, landscaping, and support facilities as Add Alternates
Construction is estimated to begin in fall 2023, following final design, permitting, bidding and contract award. The
City also plans to seek a Texas Parks & Wildlife Department Outdoor Grant that will be submitted by August 1, 2022
to fund a portion of the nearly $33 million facility.

