CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
SEPTEMBER 16, 2022

FM 518 & I-45 Traffic Project Starts Tonight

The project will increase capacity at the intersection once completed
See page 1

Public Safety
City Manager
John Baumgartner
The City Manager’s Update
is a weekly newsletter that
provides information about
ongoing projects, events, and
initiatives across League City.

Library

September is National Preparedness Month
See page 4

Library wins national award for Pop-Up
Storytimes
See page 2

City Council

Council members adopted the FY 2023
Budget at Tuesday’s meeting
See page 4

Event

EcoFest Celebration on Saturday
Join us for activities, classes, food
trucks, a yard sale, and more!
See page 3

Utility Billing

Don’t Mow Your Meter!

A rise in damaged water meter
antennas is costing homeowners
See page 3

Volunteers

Bay Area Veterans Quilt Project
Quilters needed to help make quilts
for Veterans Day
See page 1
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Construction Starts Today at
I-45 and FM 518 Intersection
You may have noticed some afternoon lane closures near
the intersection of I-45 and FM 518 this week. This was
to prepare the area for the start of the major intersection
improvement project that will begin tonight, September 16.
The project will provide much needed traffic relief at the
intersection of I-45 and FM 518. This is part of TxDOT’s
larger I-45 improvement project and should be completed
by the end of the year. However, during construction there
will be a temporary increase in traffic congestion, and
we recommend allowing for extra time and planning an
alternate route during heavy traffic periods.
Work will start on the north side of FM 518 between Hobbs Rd./Lafayette Ln. and Wesley Street. During construction,
traffic lanes on this section of FM 518 will transition to one lane in each direction, with additional lanes open at the I-45
intersection. Businesses will retain existing access while work is in progress. The City will provide updates as needed for
the duration of the project.
Have a complaint? Comments about this TxDOT project can be submitted at https://www.txdot.gov/about/contact-us/
complaints.html. For updates on closures, visit houstontranstar.org.

Bay Area Veterans Quilt Project

The City of League City is partnering with quilters Sheryl
Hayslip-Bahena—from Teo’s Treasures Quilt Shop in
Dickinson—and Mitzi Leatherman, who are spearheading a
project to bring awareness to wounded veterans, the lasting
effects of PTSD, and to the family members of veterans who
have lost their lives to PTSD or to an injury while serving
our country. The two ladies are on a mission to collect 500
hand-made quilts to distribute on November 11, 2022, to
veterans and to their surviving family members. The quilts
will be distributed at a luncheon and ceremony on Veterans
Day at Hometown Heroes Park in League City.
How can I receive a quilt?
If you’re a veteran or surviving family member of a veteran and would like to request a quilt, scan
the QR code or go to leaguecity.com/quilt.
How can I support this project?
If you would like to make or donate a quilt, email mitzileatherman03@gmail.com or call Teo’s
Treasures Quilt Shop at 281-532-6248. Quilts do NOT need to have a patriotic theme or color palette.
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Diamond Ball Tickets
League City’s upcoming Diamond Ball to celebrate the City’s
60th anniversary is being graciously sponsored by a number of
local businesses—including AmeriWaste. As part of their “Solitaire
Sponsorship” members of the AmeriWaste team were presented with
tickets to the October 22 event by Miss League City USA Destiny
Fernandisse. In addition to a three course dinner at South Shore
Harbor, complimentary cocktails and wine, and a silent auction
including all diamond items—the event includes dueling piano
entertainment featuring six decades of music and emcees Courtney
Zavala and Derrick Shore from KPRC Local 2. Tables of eight for local
businesses are available on a limited basis for $1200—a $400 savings. Email Sarah.Osborne@leaguecitytx.gov for
more information on how to purchase. For individual tickets, visit www.leaguecity.com/diamondball.

City Recognized by 3CMA for Marketing & Communication
The Helen Hall Library and League City’s Communications
Department were recently honored by 3CMA—the City-County
Communications & Marketing Association—for their social media,
communications, and citizen engagement efforts. Library staff won a
SAVVY award, the highest honor, for their pop-up story time program
at local fire and EMS stations, as well as a Silver Circle Award for
their Tik-Tok video campaign. Communications also took home a
Silver Circle award for the City’s annual report, and three Awards
of Excellence for photography, social media, and videography.
The SAVVY awards program honors the enhanced marketing,
communication, and community engagement skills of employees
who work for local governments and agencies.

Phase III of Mini-Mural Program Underway
Local artists have begun designing and painting murals for phase III
of the City’s mini-mural program, which covers League City’s traffic
signal boxes with colorful nature-themed designs. There are currently
12 painted boxes, and two wrapped boxes created by Clear Creek
ISD students as part of the program. Phase III will add another five
painted boxes. Two members of the Keep League City Beautiful
Citizen Committee—Lisette McClung and Jackie Lidell—are currently
painting two of the boxes inside the City’s Public Works Operations
Center before they are installed. Three other local artists will start
painting in October. By the end of the year there will be 19 traffic box
murals across the city. Phase IV of the mini-mural program will begin in
early 2023 and add another five painted boxes. More wrap designs
created by CCISD and Dickinson ISD students will also be added to traffic signal boxes in 2023.
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EcoFest & Household Hazardous Waste Events on Saturday, Sept. 17

EcoFest and Yard Sale | 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. | League City Community Center,
400 S. Kansas Ave.
This family friendly event features classes
& exhibits on sustainability with a focus
on how easy it is to be more eco-friendly
right here at home. There will also be a
community yard sale, professional chalk
artists, vendors, crafts, giveaways, and
FREE trees and prizes for participating in
GREEN bingo! While supplies last. Get
details and a schedule of activities at
leaguecity.com/ecofest.
Household Hazardous Waste Event | 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. | Hometown Heroes Park
Residents can drop off accepted items, including paint-related materials,
household cleaners, white goods (free of freon) and microwaves, batteries
(no rechargeable batteries), electronics (TVs, computers, and monitors),
pool chemicals, aerosol cans, tires (maximum of 4), and fluorescent bulbs
at no cost. Containers should be sealed and in their original packing.
League City residents will need to bring their driver’s license and a recent
water bill as proof of residency. Get details at https://www.leaguecitytx.
gov/3686/Household-Hazardous-Waste.

Don’t Mow Your Meters!
Over recent months, the Utility Billing department has
noticed a rise in damaged water meter antennas at
residents’ homes. Most often this damage is caused when
someone inadvertently mows over the antenna with a
lawn mower. These antennas wirelessly transmit data to
the Utility Billing department, allowing them to read your
meter and accurately track your water usage. More than
1,300 antennas have been damaged this year.
When a water meter antenna is damaged, it needs to be replaced immediately. As soon as the damage is discovered
in our system, a meter technician is deployed to replace it. If your antenna is replaced due to damage, you will see a
$30 fee added to your water bill to cover the cost of replacement.
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City Council Adopts FY 2023 Budget
At the September 13 City Council meeting, council members voted 6-2 to adopt the Fiscal Year 2023 Budget
Ordinance. The Operating Budget includes $170.38M and the adopted Capital Budget is $148.25M, which funds 79
projects. The budget provides funding for eleven new positions. This includes two EMTs and two Paramedics to staff a
new fifth ambulance during peak hours, and a Community Outreach Coordinator to support League City Animal Care.
Other budget highlights include (but are not limited to):
•Additional daytime stipend crew for the Fire
Department
•New EMS equipment, including two Lifepak EKG
monitors, multi-procedural airway torso mannequin, CPR
devices, and Video Intubation systems
•New Fire Marshal equipment, including replacement
soft and hard body armor, annual lease maintenance for
body cameras, and Autovel EVO 2 Drone
•42 Flock cameras with Vehicle Fingerprint™ technology
to assist Police with evidence collection
The vote to adopt the tax rate will be held at the
September 27 City Council meeting.
Read more about the adopted FY 2023 budget.

September is National Preparedness Month
While hurricane season may be off to a slow start this
year, hurricanes can spin up in the Gulf with little notice
and it’s important to have your emergency plan ready.
September is National Preparedness Month and is also
the peak of hurricane season. It’s the perfect time to ensure
your home and family are equipped for emergencies. Get
more information about how to prepare at https://www.
leaguecitytx.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=3694.
The City of League City also spends significant time
preparing for emergencies. Part of this prep includes
networking with fellow Public Information Officers in our
region and learning from one another. On Thursday,
League City hosted the Houston-Galveston Public
Information Officer Network. PIOs from throughout the
area spent the morning learning about effective crisis communications from a panel of PIOs from industries in the
region including the East Harris County Manufacturers Association, ExxonMobil, LyondellBasell, and Chevron.
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Public Safety Updates
First Responders Meet with Children of the
American Revolution

On September 11, League City first responders including
police, fire, and EMS met with the local chapter of the
Children of the American Revolution (C.A.R.) at the Helen
Hall Library. Then men and women talked about their
different disciplines, how satisfying their work is, as well
as the difficulties and challenges they encounter during
their shifts. The group of 4- to 17-year-olds asked lots of
questions and presented the first responders with baked
goods and an array of stuffed animals to comfort children
they encounter during their emergency calls.

Emergency Services Aid Motorcycle Crash
Victim
On Wednesday,
September 14,
League City Police,
Fire, and EMS
responded to a
motorcycle crash
on Highway 3 at
Walter Hall Park.
At the end of the
crash, the motorcycle burst into flames. Luckily, the rider
had separated from the bike and did not get burned.
Firefighters extinguished the fire, which presented some
difficulty due to magnesium parts which burn hotter
and are more difficult to extinguish. EMS treated and
transported the rider to a local trauma center. He is
expected to make a full recovery.

CPR Instructions Help to Save Woman’s Life
During the meeting,
Assistant Fire Chief Greg
Kunkel recognized
League City resident
Dianne Hanegan in the
crowd. Early on during
the COVID pandemic,
Hanegan hand-made
masks with filters to
provide for League City
EMS. These masks protected staff until the state began
distributing protective masks.

In early August, League City 911 telecommunicators
received a 911 call and provided the caller and
bystanders with instructions on how to provide CPR to
the victim prior to the arrival of the city’s first responders.
LCPD police officers and the EMS shift commander
arrived first and found a young woman in her 20s
receiving CPR. The EMS crew took over and the woman
responded to treatment quickly. She was then transported
to a local emergency room where she made a full
recovery, going home later the next day. Thanks to the
911 communications team who provided CPR instructions
prior to the arrival of emergency services, which ultimately
helped to save the woman’s life.
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Public Safety Updates
LCPD Officers Receive Coin of Excellence

This week, League City Police Officers Aaron
McGaughey and Matt Strachan were presented with the
Chief’s Coin of Excellence by LCPD Assistant Chief Cliff
Woitena. On July 4, 2022, Officer McGaughey and
Officer Strachan were working marine patrol to assist
with the annual Nassau Bay fireworks display over Clear
Lake. While attempting to stop a large boat, a smaller
boat made a reckless and abrupt turn into the wake
created by the larger vessel, throwing both occupants
overboard without flotation devices. The driver of the
smaller boat failed to use the kill switch and the boat
remained under power circling the victims. The male victim
tried to catch his boat and was struck twice and started
bleeding from the head. Officers McGaughey and
Strachan timed the circling vessel so that they could clear
the craft and rescue the individual before he was injured
any further. If not for their efforts, the boat operator could
have been critically wounded or killed.

LCPD Now Hiring Officers

A career with the League City Police Department is
both exciting and personally fulfilling. League City is the
largest city in Galveston County and is experiencing
tremendous growth, both within our community and
within the police department. With this growth, comes
the opportunity to make a real difference in people’s
lives. LCPD is looking for role models who are committed
to serving our community with professionalism, respect,
integrity, dedication, and excellence. Only a few will
have the privilege to wear the badge of a League City
Police Officer. Our next entrance exam is scheduled for
October 8. Do you have what it takes? To sign up, visit
https://www.leaguecitytx.gov/3862/Hiring-ProcessRegistration.
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Library Updates
UPCOMING EVENTS
BEGINNING SPANISH

INDIE/SELF
PUBLISHING BASICS

FAMILY PLACE LIBRARY
GRAND OPENING

Learn the basics of Spanish,
including everyday vocabulary and
simple conversation.

Join local author J.A. Guynn as he
demystifies the self-publishing process.

We have a new space for families to
learn through play. The space focuses
on interactive toys, and puzzles.

Monday nights from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m.
For adults

Wed, Sept. 21 from 7 to 8 p.m.
For teens and adults

Sat, Sept. 24 from 4 to 6 p.m.
For ages birth to five and caregivers

OTHER HAPPENINGS
Teen Anime: Calling all anime fans! Join us on Monday, September 19
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. to watch and discuss anime while eating snacks.
Anime shows selected are rated PG-13 and TV-14. This program is for
ages 12 to 18.
Snack 'n' Sketch: Let's get crafty! Grab a snack and make some art! All
supplies are provided. Join us on Thursday, September 22 from 5 to 6
p.m. This program is for ages 8 to 11.
Know Your Rights: The Bay Area Bar Association will host a sevenweek Know Your Rights series covering various popular legal topics. On
September 24, we'll discuss HIPAA, wills, and hospitals from 10:30 to
11:30 a.m. This series is for adults.

FOLLOW US!
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Parks and Recreation Updates
Hometown Heroes Park Building
will be CLOSED
Saturday September 17th

Community Yard Sale
Saturday
September 17
9am to 3pm

At The Community Center

Egg-tober
Register for an egg hunt in
October! Look for candy filled
eggs hidden in your front yard.

Oct 22 or Oct 29
Fee: $15 Residents
$22.50 Non-residents
For more info call us at
281-554-1180
or visit leaguecity.com/parks

Follow us @LeagueCityParksandRecreation
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Public Works Updates
Emergency Pump Removal

This week, the
Wastewater
Department and Line
Repair Department
collaborated on an
emergency pump
removal at the
Southwest Water
Reclamation Facility.
During recent heavy
rainfall, a contractor’s
plug came loose and
became stuck in one
of two pumps in the
wet well. With more
rain in the forecast,
swift action had to be taken and emergency repair was
scheduled for Sunday morning. All lift stations that feed
the facility had to be shut down and monitored, while
bypass pipes in place from another ongoing project were
removed, which allowed staff access to remove the large
lift pump from the wet well. The pump was separated,
and the plug had to be cut out. After being inspected, the
pump was replaced and set back into normal operations.

Storage Tank Inspections

Traffic Impacts for Saturday Events

Traffic crews are planning for and setting
up traffic control measures for two
events happening Saturday, Sept. 17 in
League City—EcoFest and the Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Event.
EcoFest is being held at the new League
City Community Center, and HHW is
happening at Hometown Heroes Park.
Message boards and cones have been
set in place near both facilities and other
traffic control measures and closures will be set up just
before each event. During EcoFest, South Kansas Avenue
between East Walker Street and School Street will be
closed to all vehicle traffic from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For the
HHW event, all drivers must enter from eastbound League
City Parkway. The westbound left turn into Hometown
Heroes Park will be closed and the Dickinson entrance
will be used as an exit only. The Household Hazardous
Waste event is being made possible thru a HoustonGalveston Area Council (HGAC) grant in cooperation
with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ). Residents planning on dropping off waste should
have a current water bill and/or driver’s license ready to
show in order to keep traffic moving and to keep the wait
times down.

The Water Production Department annually performs maintenance and inspections on steel ground storage tanks at
our Countryside, Calder, and Walker Booster Pump Stations as required by the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ). Things looked at during the inspection include interior and exterior coating systems, water quality, rust
or pitting of metals, and access points (including manways and ladders). Along with a comprehensive look at each
tank, the department also power washes the interior to ensure water quality. A professional report is produced for
each inspection and is an important part of the department’s workflow for planning and budgeting for repairs needed
to extend the life expectancy of each water storage tank.
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CIP Updates
Hike and Bike Trails Wayfinding Signage Project (PK1701)

The City of League City has developed a family of hike and bike trail wayfinding signage which includes four different
sign types. The first phase of signage was installed in 2021 within the Feathered Friends Trail System and included
directional signs, park signs, and informational signs. Phase 2 will incorporate 29 new signs within the Flora and
Flowers Trail System, 20 signs within the Coastal Creatures Trail System, as well as installing an additional four signs
within the Phase 1 trails, totaling 53 new signs. Council awarded the design contract at the June 14 meeting and a
kick-off meeting was held this week with final designs and sign placement locations anticipated in the spring of 2023.

Hometown Heroes Park Improvements - 5K Loop Trail,
Dog Park & Fitness Course (PK1803/PK1906)

Work continues on the eastside dog park—one of three improvements to
League City’s Hometown Heroes Park. Inclement weather has hindered
the completion of final punch list items for the 5k trail, but the trail is open
for public use as is the new fitness/obstacle course. A final inspection of
the trail will take place once all punch list items have been complete. The
contractor has completed the installation of the permanent commercial
grade irrigation system for the dog park—which is located alongside
the trail—and park staff has tested all irrigation zones to ensure they
are functioning and operating properly. Several zones will require an
additional controller, which is to be delivered and installed by November.
In the interim, the zones not currently connected to the existing controller
have been set up and are being powered by battery. The overall site has
been top dressed and hydroseeding activities, including sod placement, is
expected to be completed by the end of September. A sanitary sewer line
designed specifically for the dog wash station is complete and is awaiting
testing supervised by city staff in the upcoming weeks. Both water line
services for the dog fountain and trail bottle filler recently passed inspection.
In the upcoming weeks, water meters will be provided by the city services and will be activated for public use. They
city has ordered various amenities for the dog park, which are expected to arrive and be installed before the end of
the year. An official grand opening celebration is scheduled in early 2023.

Highway 270 Boat Ramp Update (PK1804)

The consultant has been provided with comments on the second 90% submission and final construction documents
are expected shortly, which include a request from the city to provide plans related to parking lot asphalt repairs.
Following approval of final plans, the City will request final approval from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
and Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD), which are providing grant funding for the project. Because the
boat ramp is located on Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) property, review by that agency is required as
well.
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CIP Updates
Bay Ridge Park Redevelopment (PK1902)

Work at the site has started and the contractor is projecting to complete the project by the end of the year, assuming
the delivery of playground equipment and pergola are on time. Improvements for the park include a new concrete
trail around the park’s perimeter, replacing playground amenities, installation of picnic tables under a small shade
pavilion, and the planting of new shade trees. The current baseball dugouts will also be improved, the basketball court
will be re-surfaced, and decorative fencing will be added around the playground area.

Lynn Gripon Park Mountain Bike Course Ph 2 (PK1904B)

The consultant delivered 90% design plans in July for the low water crossing across Magnolia Creek, which will
allow access east of the creek to develop and maintain Phase 2 of the Mountain Bike Trail at Countryside and
connect Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the trail. 100% design plans are expected by the end of September. Construction
of the project will fall under USACE NWP 14, which does not require notification to the Army Corp of Engineers for
approval. The city expects to bid this project in fall 2022 and start construction early 2023.

Kayak Launches for the Clear Creek Connections Paddle Trail (PK1910 & PK2002)

The City’s consultant has completed the boring and site investigation for the Phase 2 Environmental Site Assessment
for the future Kansas Street Kayak Launch, which is planned for the shoreline of Clear Creek. The consultant’s final
report is expected by end of October. The site of a second kayak launch at the Dr. Ned and Fay Dudney Clear
Creek Nature Center is scheduled for Geotech and topographic surveying and city crews have mowed the area in
preparation for the surveys.

Bay Colony Park (PK2001)

On September 1, the consultant began the Design Development phase of this this project to produce detailed
dimensions, materials, and processes that will be used in the construction of the multi-use facility. This work is scheduled
to be completed on November 1, with City review taking up the month of November and construction document
production beginning in December 2022. A sub-consultant is providing additional monitoring of groundwater and
soil sampling on the former oil field located on the site to ensure that no contaminates are found. This work is being
directed by the Texas Railroad Commission under a voluntary landowner program. Construction is estimated to begin
in 2024 following final design, permitting, bidding, and contract award.

Gilmore Elementary-Claremont Trail (PK2101)

After reviewing alternate layouts for this trail, the city has chosen to go with the option that is anticipated to be least
costly, as well as more direct route for end users, and a shorter bridge span. Geotech surveying has been kicked off
and the consultant is working to submit 60% plans by end October 2022.

TxDOT Corridor Landscape Improvements (RE2101)

Staff, TxDOT, and a focus group of citizens met with the consultant for a series of scoping meetings to work on the
conceptual design. The project is expected to be completed in phases. The city is reviewing the 60% design submitted
September 1, with final design to be completed in the 4th quarter of 2022. Bidding by TxDOT is anticipated in the
2nd quarter of 2023.

