CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
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Nutcracker in the Park November 26

Vendor market, tree lighting, ballet lessons, and more!
See page 1

Closures
City Manager
John Baumgartner
The City Manager’s Update
is a weekly newsletter that
provides information about
ongoing projects, events, and
initiatives across League City.

Public Works

Wildflower Garden Planted
The League City Garden Club
partnered with the City to plant
flowers
See page 6

City facilities will close for the Thanksgiving
holiday
See page 2

Public Safety

New equipment installed to protect firefighters
from toxins
See page 7

City Council

Early voting for Position 7 begins Nov. 28
See page 1

Park Operations

Holiday Décor Installed Around
Town

See our newest holiday additions and
snap a pic!
See page 2

Communications

Holiday Toy Drive through Dec. 9
Drop off new and unwrapped toys at
City facilities
See page 3
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Nutcracker in the Park
Back for its third year, Nutcracker in the Park is a day of shopping local and enjoying seasonal activities as we usher in
the start of the holiday season in League Park.
•Shopping: Shop small at the Mouse King Market from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m., with nearly 50 local vendors.
•Ballet Lessons: Learn ballet from the Sugar Plum Fairy
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Space is limited so sign up today!
•Tree Lighting: The annual Tree Lighting will be from 5:30
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Enjoy complimentary hot chocolate, a
free League City commemorative ornament, music, and
play in the “snow” as we officially light the tree.
For more details about event activities, visit the City website.

City Council Election Results and Runoff Election
Following the November 8 election—which included six League
City Council positions— the results are as follows:
•Tommy Cones wins Position #2 with 71.55% of votes.
•Tom Crews wins Position #3 with 57.38% of votes.
•The positions of League City Mayor and council Positions #1
and #6 were uncontested. Nick Long will be the new mayor,
and Councilmen Andy Mann and Chad Tressler will serve
their second four-year terms.
Elected officials will be certified and sworn in during a special
meeting at 5 p.m. on Tuesday November 22, prior to the
regularly scheduled City Council meeting.
Runoff Election Voting
Position #7 will go to a runoff election because no candidate received more than 50% of the vote. The runoff will be
between Larissa Ramirez, who won 39.3% of votes and Sean Saunders, who won 38.92% of votes.
•Early voting will be held November 28 through December 2 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the League City Recreation
Center located at 400 West Walker Street.
•Election Day voting will be Tuesday, December 6 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the following locations:
o League City Rec Center, 400 West Walker Street
o Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 East League City Pkwy.
o Public Works Operation Center, 1701 West League City Pkwy.
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Thanksgiving Closures
City facilities will have amended hours the week of November 21 in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday.
•On Wednesday, November 23, City Hall, the City Hall Annex, Civic Center, and Municipal Courts building will close
at 1:30 p.m. and will remain closed until Monday, November 28.
•The League City Community Center will close at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, November 23 and will remain closed until
Monday, November 28.
•Hometown Heroes Recreation Center and Helen Hall Library will close at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, November 23 and
will remain closed until Monday, November 28.
•There will be NO trash service on Thanksgiving Day only. Trash pickup will resume its regular schedule on Friday,
November 25. Trash pickup will resume for Thursday’s customers on their next regular trash day, which is Monday,
November 28.

New Holiday Décor at City Parks and Facilities
Staff from the League City Park Operations Department has been busy installing
new holiday décor around the City, including the addition of ten feet to the
City’s holiday tree, new holiday banners along Park Avenue, and several
“interactive” decorations that are perfect for selfies and holiday photos with the
family.
Read more about the decorations and where to find them.
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Citizen U Graduates
The most recent class of League City Citizen University students completed their classes and recently graduated from the
program. They were honored at the November 8 City Council meeting. The League City Historical Society taught the
final class at the One Room Schoolhouse, which was followed by a celebration dinner at Butler’s Courtyard on Thursday,
November 10. Congratulations to our grads!
If you are interested in applying for the Spring 2023 session, which begins on February 23, learn more at https://www.
leaguecitytx.gov/2518/Citizen-University.

Holiday Toy Drive Through December 9
League City is hosting a Community Toy Drive for Interfaith Caring Ministries until December 9.
Collection boxes are located at the Helen Hall Library, Community Center, Hometown Heroes, City
Hall, and the Civic Center for citizens to drop off new and unwrapped toys during normal business
hours.
Collection boxes will also be at the holiday tree lighting at League Park on November 26 from 5:30 to
7 p.m. and at the City’s tent at League Park during Holiday in the Park, the first weekend in December.
Interfaith Caring Ministries is a local non-profit based in League City that serves struggling families in our community and across
Galveston County. Every year, they create a “toy store” the third week of December so their clients can have the experience of
“shopping” for presents for their children. It allows parents a chance to maintain a sense of dignity, wrap the gifts themselves, and
experience the joy of their child opening up a present they truly wanted, needed, or asked for from Santa.

November Biz Brief
The Holiday Season is upon us, and we have some great ways you can support local as
you celebrate. Also, find out what new businesses have recently opened their doors and
who is coming to town. Learn it all at leaguecity.com/bizbrief.
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Fall/Winter Edition of City Matters Available
Check your mailbox. The fall/winter print edition of “City Matters Magazine” is now
out for delivery. The free, 20-page, printed magazine includes a farewell message from
Mayor Pat Hallisey—who is retiring after serving as League City’s Mayor for six years—
as well as articles on new parks and park improvements around the city, a new nonprofit group created to assist with the city’s art initiative, and an overview of new housing
and commercial development coming soon to League City.
Printed copies of the magazine are available at City Hall, the Helen Hall Library, the
Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center, and the Hometown Heroes Recreation Center. Read a
digital copy online.

Library Happenings
Check out some of the new
holiday decorations at the
library! Parks Operations
Manager Cameron Parker
and his crew have been
busy bringing the holiday
spirit to League City.

Next Week's Events

Big Kids Book Club
Tuesday, November 22, from 5 to 6 p.m. For ages 8 to 11
Hang out while a librarian reads a few chapters of an
award-winning book!

Nature Inside
Wednesday, November 30 at 5:15 p.m. For ages 5 to 8
Bring your nature journal and get ready for fun with nature
at the library!
Pop-Up Storytime at League City Fire Station 4
Friday, December 2 at 10:15 a.m. For ages 5 to 11 and
families
Join us at your neighborhood fire station. We'll have stories,
songs, rhymes and, of course, fire trucks!

Computer Class: Basic Smart Phone Skills
Wednesday, November 23 from 10 a.m. to noon. For
adults
Learn some tips for using your smart phone technology!

Upcoming Events

Blood, Bones, and Balloons
Tuesday, November 29 from 6 to 7 p.m. For ages 12 to 18
Examine a crime scene and discover how forensics experts
solve crimes. This program is hosted by an Independent
Study Mentorship teen.

Visit the Helen Hall Library website
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Parks and Rec Week in Review
Check out the upcoming week's Parks and Rec events and programming. Visit the website to register for
events or athletic programming at www.leaguecity.com/parks.

Upcoming Events and Programs

Kids Night at the Rec
Dec. 2 | 5 to 9 p.m. at the Community Center
Have a date night while the kids have a great time at the
Community Center! Open to ages 6 to 12 years. Includes
dinner, games, and a movie. Registration is required.

Breakfast with Santa
Dec. 10 | 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. at Hometown Heroes Park
Enjoy a yummy breakfast, holiday activities, and photos
with Santa. Registration is required.

Winter Break Camp
Open to ages 6 to 12 years. At the Community Center.
Registration is required.
Week 1: Dec. 19 to 22
Week 2: Dec. 27 to 30
Registration can be done in person or by visiting our online
registration site.

Visit the Parks and Recreation website

Parks and Park Operations
Prairie Restoration At Clear Creek
Nature Center

On Saturday, November 5, employees from the City
of League City and the Galveston Bay Foundation
were joined by more than 30 volunteers of all ages
to participate in a Prairie Restoration Project at Dr.
Ned and Fay Dudney Clear Creek Nature Center.
Volunteers planted 500 native prairie plants on one
acre of land at the front of the park. The plants were
provided to the City of League City by the Galveston
Bay Foundation at no cost. This event was part of an
ongoing Prairie Restoration Project at the Clear Creek
Nature Center.
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Public Works in Action
Wildflowers Planted at League City Pkwy. & Hwy. 3
Last week, the Public Works Vegetation Management
Division partnered with the League City Garden Club to
plant native wildflower seeds in the median on League City
Parkway and HWY 3. Last year, 1.45 acres on the east
side of Highway 3 were planted. This year, we are adding
an additional acre of wildflowers on the west side of HWY
3. Crews rototilled the land and used a seed drill to sow
the seeds. Together with the Garden Club, they planted
bluebonnets, cone flowers, milkweed, and other native
flowers. You can look forward to seeing the wildflowers
start to bloom in the spring!

The League City Parks Operation Department also recently planted seeds for wildflowers along a powerline easement at
Hometown Heroes Park. The flowers—which are expected to bloom this spring—will attract hummingbirds, singing birds,
bees, and other pollinators.

Fight Holiday F.O.G to Avoid Sewage
Backups

The Wastewater Department wants to remind residents
to not pour their FOG (Fats, Oils, and Greases) down the
sink drain when cooking holiday meals this Thanksgiving.
Improper disposal of FOG can lead to costly plumbing
repairs and/or an unpleasant sewer backup. Remember,
hot water does not help grease through the sewer; it
only causes the clog to be further down the line, possibly
leading to costlier repairs. Visit the City website for tips on
how to properly dispose of fat, oil, and grease.

Benson Bayou Waterline Leak Repair

The Line Repair Department recently identified a waterline
leak at Benson Bayou. After performing an excavation,
crew members determined there was a dime-sized hole
in the 16” steel water main. The protective coating was
removed, and a stainless-steel repair clamp was installed
to repair the leak. After the leak was fixed, the hole was
backfilled and dressed up to restore proper flow to Benson
Bayou.

Read more stories of Public Works in Action
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Public Safety
Decontamination Units Decrease Cancer
Risk for Firefighters

Firefighters are at increased risk for cancer due to extended
exposure to cancer-causing agents released from
burning objects. These chemicals contaminate everything
a firefighter uses, including their protective gear. To help
lower this risk, the City has begun installing StationProtect ™
air decontamination units on fire trucks. These units protect
firefighters from cancer-causing chemicals, as well as
bacteria and viruses. Engine 12 (pictured) is the first truck to
have a unit installed. Additional units will be installed over
the next three years with priority given to the busiest trucks.
There will also be larger units installed within the fire station
buildings to provide increased protection. Fire Station 1 will
be the first building to have a system installed.

2022 Fire Prevention Poster Contest
Winners

In October, the League City Fire Department held a poster
contest for CCISD students. Students were asked to create
a poster for Fire Prevention Week, with the theme "Fire
Won't Wait, Plan Your Escape." The age group winners
were honored at last week's City Council meeting.
Congrats to all the winners! To read the list of winners by
name, visit the City website.

League City All-Hazards Response Boat
Rescues Stranded Boaters on Clear Lake

On Wednesday
night, the US Coast
Guard called
the League City
Fire Department
and Kemah Fire
Department to assist
in rescuing boaters
in distress on Clear
Lake. A 30-foot
sailboat—occupied
by two adults and
four children—had
run aground in
shallow water,
with no fuel. First
responders worked
together to remove everyone from the vessel, and League
City Marine 2 transported the family to the South Shore
Marina where LCPD began an investigation. The quick
response and close coordination between the League
City Fire Department, Kemah Fire Department, and US
Coast Guard resulted in a successful rescue with no serious
injuries.
For more stories about our Emergency Services personnel,
visit https://www.leaguecitytx.gov/4414/FireEmergency-Services.
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Public Safety
Officer Stubbs Receives Excellence Award

League City Police Officer John Stubbs was recently presented
the Excellence Award by Captain Ladd for his professional and
compassionate response to a situation where an individual was
experiencing a critical mental health crisis. The young man was
barricaded in his room and injuring himself. After a brief time speaking to
the individual, Officer Stubbs was able to distance him from his weapon,
get him to open the door, and voluntarily seek the mental health
treatment that he needed.

Citizen Police Academy Fall Graduation

The League City Police Department Citizen Police Academy recently held its Fall Graduation. The K9 Division was
selected as Favorite Instructors and academy cadet Joe Lecoq was the Top Shooter. Congratulations to all participants for
completing the academy.
The Citizen Police Academy was formed in League City in 2002. It gives residents an opportunity to see how and why
the League City Police Department operates as it does. There is a spring and fall class every year and the course is 13
weeks long with meetings once a week. Sign-ups will begin soon for the Spring 2023 academy. Learn more at https://
www.leaguecitytx.gov/617/Citizen-Police-Academy.
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Capital Improvement Projects
To learn more about projects
that impact your neighborhood,
explore our interactive project map
at https://www.leaguecitytx.
gov/2989/Interactive-Project-Map.

North Landing Blvd. Extension
(ST1914)

The North Landing Blvd. Extension project
is a proposed new four-lane roadway
that will extend both Landing Blvd.
and NASA 1 Bypass to intersect at a
roundabout. The final engineering phase
of the project is nearing completion,
with the 100% submittal to be made by
the end of December 2022. City staff
continues to work on land acquisition and
utility relocation agreements. City Council
approved a reimbursement agreement
with Enterprise Pipeline for relocation
of their pipelines at the November 8
meeting. The City’s Clear Creek crossing
permit application is in the final stages
of review with the US Army Corps of
Engineers and is anticipated to be
granted by the start of construction. Due
to escalating cost of materials and labor,
the City is seeking additional Federal
funding for construction. This request is
currently being coordinated with the
Houston-Galveston Area Council for
approval.
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